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The Last One! 

by Joshua Danker-
Dake 

 President 

So here we are—the end of my term as President of the 
Tulsa NightWriters. Thank you for trusting me to lead this 
club for the last three years. It’s been a privilege, and I’m 
grateful. 

Tulsa NightWriters is a great club. It’s a wonderful 
resource with many wonderful members. When people are 
engaged and actively supporting each other on a subject 
they’re all enthusiastic about, the results are spectacular. 

I’d like to think I was a decently good writer years ago 
when I first showed up to a NightWriters meeting. I’m 
absolutely certain that I’m a better one now, and I know 
that part of why is because I’ve been involved with this club 
and have gotten to know and learn from not only our 
speakers but also many of our members. 

I want to express my gratitude once again to this year’s 
officer board—Rex Griffin, Marion Grace, Carolyn Steele, 
Cindy Rose, and Deniece Adsit. They did a great job and 
were a pleasure to work with. And although we’re having 
considerable turnover on the board, I have every confidence 
that the club is in good hands for 2020. 

As for me, I’ll still be around. And I’ll be writing—more 
than I have in years. 

In closing, my abiding wish for each of you is that you keep 
growing as writers, keep developing in the craft, and keep 
enjoying what you do. 
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Every story has to take place somewhere, 
whether it’s a different continent in the 
Middle Ages, a planet on the other side of 
the galaxy, a destroyed nation pieced 
together in a dystopian future, or you own 
backyard. Commonly, we call this 
“setting,” but it’s actually more than that. 
Think of it instead as the world of your 
story, your Story World. 

The first step to setting up your story 
world is to describe how it looks. We’ve 
got to be able to picture it in our heads, 
right? Fair enough. Unfortunately, many 
writers stop there, leaving a flat, one 
dimensional view of the story world. Even 
worse, the author may describe how the 
setting looks ad nauseum, until the reader 
grows bored and skips it entirely. 

But the world in which your story takes 
place should have far more impact on your 
tale. Your reader needs to be immersed in 
the story world, to have an experience of 
what that world is. How does an author 
immerse the reader? Through the 
experience and feelings of the Point of 
View (POV) character living in that world. 
Most of the time that character is going to 
be the protagonist, but in some stories, 
particularly those with multiple 
viewpoints, it will be the POV character in 
the given scene. 

When the POV character enters a scene, 
what is important to him/her? What does 
s/he notice that no one else would? It can 
be an object, a spoken word, or a 
fragrance—your imagination is the limit. 
But it has to have special meaning to the 
POV character, something(s) to trigger a 
thought, memory, feeling, or experience. 

So what might be important to your POV 

character in the story world? How does 
you character feel about: 

Rules. Every culture and community has its 
own rules. What are the rules in your 
world? What are the unwritten rules? The 
hidden rules? The rules people always 
keep, or the ones they break regularly? 
Who breaks the rules? How are they 
punished? What rules apply to some and 
not to others? 

Celebrations. What do they celebrate in 
your story world? Do they feast, fast, have 
parades or wakes, dance, sing, sacrifice? 
Are their celebrations full of joyful mirth 
or are they solemn occasions? Or do they 
have both? What are the rituals? How do 
they observe death, marriage, coming of 
age, religious or political achievements? 

Places. Tibetan mountaintops, seaside 
villages, sprawling cities all have their 
special places. What are those special 
places in your story world? Are there 
places where everybody congregates or 
places no one will venture? What are the 
lovers’ lanes, the haunted graveyards, the 
town centers, the fun parks, the busy 
ports? 

History. What is the history of the story 
world? What happened before that affects 
your POV character? That affects the 
community? That affects the whole world? 
Does the history inspire them with pride, 
or saddle them with shame? Does it break 
their spirit, or kindle their inner fire? Do 
they carry their past with them, or think of 
it only fleetingly? 

Social classes. Does everyone in your story 
world share equally, or do some benefit at 
the expense of others? Is there a strict 

social hierarchy, or are the social barriers 
flexible? Who’s the top of the food chain? 
How can you tell? Who are the decision 
makers? Who carries the load? Who does 
the menial labor? Or the skilled labor? 
Who benefits? At what cost? 

Language and symbols. Every occupation 
has its own language, often common words 
that carry special meaning to the employee, 
professional, or artisan. What is the 
language of your story world? What words 
carry special meanings? Does everybody 
know the meanings, or only a select few? 
Are there special codes, symbols, or regalia 
in your story world? What do they mean? 
Who do they apply to? How? Are they 
meant to communicate, intimidate, 
perhaps both? 

Food. Everybody eats. What do they eat in 
your story world? Baked Alaska, jellied 
eels, human flesh, gruel? What does their 
food say about their world? Do they have 
foods for special occasions? Do they subsist 
on what they can find? Do they place 
special value on certain foods? Roman 
soldiers ate the same porridge every night; 
they saw it as something that separated 
them from the barbarians. What is 
important about food, or what food is 
important, to your POV character(s)? 

Entertainment and vices. What do people 
do to entertain themselves in your story 
world? Dance? Play games? Watch 
hangings? Go to the theater? Visit brothels? 
Drink? Smoke? Gamble? Have races? 
Compete in the Olympics? Joust? Fight 
animals? Torture people? Are they public 
events, or done in secret? Does your 
character enjoy it? Hate it? Addicted to it? 
How does it affect him/her, his/her 

RAMBLING REX 

Eleven Cornerstones to Build Your Story World   

by Rex Griffin 

 Vice-President 
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How does it affect him/her, his/her 
relationships, or family, or culture? 

Family. Does your POV character have a 
family? Where does s/he fit in? Who is the 
patriarch/matriarch? Who does s/he have 
to please? Who does s/he admire? What 
relative can’t s/he stand? Who does s/he 
tolerate? Who rubs him/her the wrong 
way? Who does s/he love more than any? 
Who does s/he despise? Why? 

Grudges, biases, and prejudices. We all 
have our biases, whether we admit it or 
not. What are the biases in your story 
world? Who are the outcasts? What makes 
them outcasts? Who holds a grudge? 
Against whom? Why? Who can offend, 
inadvertently or deliberately? Does your 
character actively participate, meekly go 
along, or stand up against it? 

Memorials and monuments. What are the 
monuments and memorials in your story 
world? Great structures to honor noble 
deeds? A simple stone, flower, or wooden 
marker to mark a lost soul? A granite pillar 
or marble statue with the names of the 
dead? Are they ornate, elaborate, simple, 
handmade, engineered? Do they engender 
respect, admiration, derision, or 
hollowness? Are they celebrated? 
Overlooked? Forgotten? Who remembers 
them, cherishes them? Who doesn’t care? 

These are just a few building blocks on 
which to create your story world. Your 
only limit is your imagination, and the 
memories, experiences, and emotional 
reactions they evoke in your characters. 

Describe a setting and your reader may 
lose interest. Build a story world and your 
reader will come to stay. 

* * * 

I want to thank my fellow Tulsa 
NightWriters for honoring me 
with the NightWriter of the Year 
award. It was a real surprise and I 
am humbled that you chose my 
efforts over the other richly 
deserving candidates. 

I am humbled, too, that you have 
elected me NightWriter President 
for 2020. With holdovers Marion 
Grace, Cindy Rose, Carolyn 
Steele and newcomers Kate 
Helstrom and Blake Collier, our 
Board of Directors will be a good 
one. A vision statement of Club 
goals will come out with the New 
Year. 
 
Tuesday, January 21, will be our 
first NightWriter meeting of 
2020. At the request of several 
members, we’re going to try 
something different at the 
meeting: reading our own stories. 
We usually do something similar 
in May for the OWFI award 
winners, but for January everyone 
can bring their stories to read. 
Please let me know at 
rexgriffin@aol.com if you plan to 
read, so we can allow enough 
time for everyone. 
 

Until then, Happy Holidays! 

 

 

 

 

RAMBLING REX, CONT’D  

 

mailto:rexgriffin@aol.com
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  Gorgeous house, 

twinkling lights, lots of 

food, and good cheer 

made the 2019 Tulsa 

NightWriter’s Christmas 

Party the place to be. 

Throw in a violin concert 

by our own Mark Darrah 

and the evening was 

not just perfect, it  

was special. 

  While members 

mingled and filled 

their plates with 

everything from 

meatballs to cherry 

dump cake, the 

sweet strains of 

violin music in the 

background added 

to the Christmas 

gaiety. 

  An accomplished 

speaker, Mark confesses to 

the jitters with the first 

draw of the bow across the 

strings, something that 

was not obvious to his 

many listeners. Not 

content to only play 

typical Christmas tunes, he 

reached back in time to 

research some very old 

songs—songs of long past 

generations and even 

faraway lands. We were 

treated to a few Romanian 

Christmas carols, a Polish 

Christmas lullaby, a 

Swedish Yule polka, and a 

couple of old-timey 

holiday songs from 

Appalachia. 

  Mark’s budding musical 

career came to an abrupt 

halt when he hit high 

school and discovered 

girls. Uncovering a 

forgotten violin in his 

mother’s house awhile 

back was an unexpected 

joy and his musical talents 

were reborn. 

  “NightWriters are 

supportive people,” Mark 

said. “I thought they 

would forgive my fiddling 

mistakes, so a couple of 

years ago I brought my 

violin to the party and just 

played. The 

opportunity to 

entertain fellow 

writers at 

Christmas has 

helped me 

overcome a bit of 

stage fright. 

NightWriters are 

the best. I 

appreciate their 

positive remarks 

and 

encouragement.” 

A multi-talented 

fellow, Mark Darrah is a 

lawyer and a commentator 

for Public Radio Tulsa 

89.5, as well as a writer of 

essays, commentaries, 

literary fiction, and 

mysteries. Look for his 

book, A Catalogue of 

Ordinary People on 

Amazon.com. 

A MUSICAL CHRISTMAS TREAT 
BY CAROLYN STEELE 
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NightWriters Christmas Party 

 

Around 30 members of the Tulsa NightWriters Club wrapped up 2019 with a festive Christmas 

Party at the home of member Kathlyn Smith. 

  

After all those present enjoyed plates of delicious pot-luck dishes, 

outgoing President Joshua Danker-Dake presided over the 

installation of officers for 2020. The new officer board comprises: 

  

Rex Griffin, President 

Kathryn Helstrom, Vice-President  

Marion Grace, Treasurer 

Carolyn M. Steele, Hospitality Director 

Cindy Rose, Newsletter Editor 

Blake Collier, Communications Director 

Our flash writing contest was a rousing success with Gene La Viness winning first place with 

his story Pork Dinner. He also scored first honorable mention with The Key Purpose.  Carrying 

on a family sweep of the contest, Gene’s wife Renee’ won second place with her story The 
Magic Coin.  Bill Wetterman’s story Genesis received a third place win. Donna S. Jones’ story 

Retribution received second honorable mention,  Linda Trout picked up  third honorable 

mention for her story Northern Lights. 

A much-deserving Rex Griffin was selected 2019 Tulsa NightWriter of the Year, and awarded a 

certificate of recognition and beautiful trophy at the party. Rex worked hard rounding up 

excellent speakers not only for the monthly meetings, but for the Craft of Writing Conference 

as well. 
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NightWriters Christmas Party 

Photo Re-Cap 
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Ev “You can always edit a bad 

page. You can’t edit a blank 

page.”    ― Jodi Picoult 

“The first draft is just 

you telling yourself 

the story.” 

― Terry Pratchett 

Everybody walks past a 

thousand story ideas 

every day. The good writers are 

the ones who see five or six of 

them. Most people don’t see any. 

- Orson Scott Card 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.istockphoto.com%2Fvectors%2Fred-crossed-ribbons-and-bow-vector-realistic-design-element-vector-id1061244474%3Fk%3D6%26m%3D1061244474%26s%3D612x612%26w%3D0%26h%3DIGCDhxxJ4Aesf7vYPDCkx6pWQqLbj8qnjO61


M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Journalist, Genealogist, 
Author of Historical 

Fiction and Nonfiction 
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Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

 

Romance Author 

Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

 
 

 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com


 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  

          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 

* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 

* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

       Authors Wanted for  

       Sizzle in the Kitchen Blog 

I have started a new blog series concerning where authors cook. I would so 
love for you to share about your world through your kitchen and cooking. 
One author will be featured each week. Share pictures, recipes, your books 
and genre, etc., anything that will make you shine (or sizzle). This is meant 
to be fun, light, and insightful to your world. It’s a great way to get some 
new readers and much deserved attention. I will let you know when you will 
go live so you can promote on social media. I will do the same. Interested? Tierney James 

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

Deborah Camp is looking for "street team" members. If you or someone you 

know enjoys her books and would like to be part of her exclusive group of 

Happy Campers -- readers who promise to promote her work through reviews, 

brags, social media, etc. in return for swag, free books, gifts, etc. -- contact her 

at deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Marion Grace 
Newsletter Columnists: Carol Lavelle Snow 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

Joshua Danker-Dake 

President 
joshuadankerdake 

@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Rex Griffin 
Vice President 

rexgriffin@aol.com 

Carolyn Steele 

Hospitality Director 
mcarolyn.steele@cox.net 

Cindy Rose 
Editor  

cindy-rose@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Deniece Adsit 
Communications 

Director 
denieceasit@gmail.com 

NightScripts Submission Guidelines 
 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Cindy Rose 
 cindy-rose@cox.net 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES  

FROM YOUR EDITOR 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  W EB  

W W W . T UL SAN IG HTW R I T ERS . WO RD P RESS . C O M  

GENRE FOCUS GROUPS 

 
The Genre Focus Groups program is an opportunity for NightWriters who 

write in the same genre to connect on an ongoing basis to support each 

other, exchange ideas, talk about marketing, read each other’s work, and 

offer feedback. If you’d like to be listed for a genre or to connect with 

other writers, let us know—we’ll be glad to help. 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.nightwriters.org

