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Celebrating the Craft  

by Joshua Danker-
Dake 

 President 

Well, that’s another excellent Craft of Writing Conference in the 
books. I’m grateful to all the people who made it a great day: your 
hardworking officer board, led by conference chair Rex Griffin, all of 
our wonderful speakers, and everyone who came out. 

 

If you attended, I hope that you enjoyed yourself and that you left not 
only encouraged and invigorated about writing but also with some new 
things to think about. I certainly did. 

 

I love being a part of conversations about writing, whether as a 
speaker, a listener, or a participant in an active discussion. I love 
getting new angles to see things from. I love hearing different 
perspectives and insights. And as someone who never seems to be able 
to spend as much time on writing as I’d like, it’s fantastic to be able to 
spend the better part of a day thinking about the craft. 

 

I’m now approaching the end of my third term as president of this fine 
club. When I took over the job three years ago, we already had a focus 
on the craft of writing in place. I’ve done my best to maintain and 
strengthen that focus because I believe that not only is it vitally 
important for our individual success as writers, but it’s key to the 
success of our club—at our meetings, at our conferences, and in 
everything we do. 

 

Putting on the conference is a lot of hard work borne by relatively few 
people (quite possibly too few, but that’s a conversation for another 
time). But I’m glad we do it. Developing our craft is how we become 
the best writers we can be, and anything we do together with a 
constructive focus on the craft of writing and on each other can’t help 
but be worthwhile. 
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VOICE. There’s a word writers often hear. 

Agents always claim to be seeking writers 

with a “new, fresh voice.” What the heck 

does that mean? Voice always struck me 

as a sort of fleeting, intangible, indefinable 

concept, one of those things you’d only 

recognize if you saw it.  

But it’s really pretty simple. It is merely a 

distinctive way of looking at things.  

Which often begins with viewpoint. There 

are lots of different ways to tell a story. 

Are you writing your story from a single 

point of view, or from multiple? Past 

tense, or present? Is it told from first 

person or third, or do you switch off? Do 

we experience your story from above, 

from a distance, up close, or immersed 

within? Do you have a separate narrator to 

tell your story, or does it come from inside 

a character? Is the point of view (POV) 

stable, or unreliable? Do you tell a linear, 

chronological story, or do you skip about, 

with flashbacks, bits of memory, or 

surrogate scenes? Or do you structure your 

story from a different perspective, maybe 

as a question-and-answer session, a single 

long monologue, or the POV of an animal, 

child, or object. Viewpoint is one way to 

give your story a unique voice.  

More frequently voice comes through the 

voice of the characters. We all have our 

own way of looking at things. What about 

your characters? Any character can stand 

out. It’s only a matter of excavating into 

that character enough to find out what 

makes him/her distinct and different. 

Your character may speak differently than 

others. That could be an accent or dialect 

from a different time or place. It could also 

be lingo from a class of people, like the 

choppy rawness of street slang, the pointed 

eloquence of high society, or the verbiage 

and word usage of any job or profession. 

(Any study of language in dialogue, or 

even voice as a whole, should begin with 

an examination of Elmore Leonard’s 

work.) 

Even more important to a character’s voice 

is the way s/he looks at things. What 

details does your character notice? The 

bank president, the paid-by-the-hour teller, 

the hurried customer, the janitor, and the 

bank robber will all spot different details 

when they stride through the bank’s front 

door. The details important and 

meaningful to your character shout out his/

her voice. That’s why you should 

consistently search for specific details in 

your scenes that only your POV character 

would notice. 

Sometimes the details a character sees say 

enough. Other times, the details are not as 

important as the way they are expressed. 

Your characters’ attitudes, more than any 

other single thing, gives voice to—

SPEAKS—your story. Want an example? 

Let’s look at the way these two people, a 

young slave-warrior and an old Muscogee 

woman, experience the same snowstorm in 

my book FRONTIER ON FIRE: 

Snow flew like cotton in a tornado, 
narrowing Shad’s world to a few blurry 
feet. Under the rock ledge, he huddled 
close to a tiny fire of dried grass and 
buffalo dung. Starved for its meager heat, 
he snatched a few moments’ tortured 
slumber before leaping sparks singed him 
awake. His backside near frozen, ice 
crystals in his lashes, he watched his 
breath form clouds of pulsing steam. He 
closed his eyes and screaming soldiers 
rolled through his head. Faced with that 
terror, he ran. What else could he have 
done? The best among them did the same. 
Even Charlie Bowlegs, were he not dead, 
would have saved himself. Shad pulled 
closer to the fire, his insides as hollow as a 
gutted fish. Had Bowlegs lived, he would 

be gathering men, planning bold ways to 
strike back. Shad just wanted to be warm. 

And the old woman: 

Wrapped in her blanket, her tortoise shells 
rattling with every step, Epose Sasakwa 
marched with purpose, careful to step 
where the tall grass peeked above the 
snow. As long as she kept her legs moving, 
she stayed warm. The refreshing, brisk air 
and wondrous white landscape fortified 
her. A few bites of jerky and a handful of 
snow could keep her going all the way to 
Kansas. 

What does your POV character love, hate, 

loathe, believe, find ridiculous in a scene? 

What grudges, biases, prejudices, and 

opinions do they have in the scene? About 

other characters in the scene? About the 

place itself, or the world of your story? 

And how do they express it? 

Would your POV character deliver Susie’s 

sorrow this way: Susie felt betrayed and 
heartbroken? 

Or like this: You don’t know Susie. You 
think you know Susie, but I know Susie. 
Her love comes from deep within. She 
gives all of herself, to the full, when she 
loves until she can give no more. She 
doesn’t—she can’t—hold back. That 
would not be Susie. The betrayal shook, 
then ripped her heart leaving her to dangle 
in shreds like the roots of a fallen oak torn 
out of the ground. If you know Susie, you 
know it can’t be otherwise?   

Voice is not magic, a lucky accident, 

or a chance event. It comes from the 

writer’s skillful use of viewpoint, dialogue, 

detail, and attitude. 

RAMBLING REX 

 Four Aspects of Voice 

by Rex Griffin 

 Vice-President 

www.nightwriters.org 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.nightwriters.org
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 November Meeting:   

Panel Discussion: What Contest Judges Look For 
 Featuring 

Carolyn Steele, Jim Laughter, Nikki Hanna 

And 

2020 Officer Elections 

November 19, 2019 

7:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

This event is not affiliated in any way with the Tulsa City-County Library.  
The Library neither sponsors nor endorses this event, the speaker(s), nor the organization.  

Contests are valuable resources for writers. Not only do writers receive valuable 

feedback from judges on their submissions, but contest winners often receive cash 

prizes and recognition. It won’t be long until the window opens for submissions to 

the 2020 OWFI Contest. Come to the November 19 meeting and learn from three 

of our members who have served as contest judges just what judges look for in 

winning entries. 

 

 

 

Changes to OWFI Membership Renewal Procedure 
 

Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc. (OWFI)   has made changes concerning how to join or renew its memberships. OWFI is now 

encouraging all its members to renew or join directly on the OWFI website. If you specify that you are an active affiliate member 

through  Tulsa NightWriters Club (TNWC), and have paid the $15.00 yearly fee for TNWC, you can pay the $25.00 discount price 

for one year with OWFI.  

 

Also, OWFI'S former November-to-November standard renewal year has been changed to an annual renewal based on the individ-

ual’s date of joining OWFI.  OWFI will alert you 3 weeks before your OWFI annual renewal date. 

 

We will have a list of TNWC members who are also OWFI members in order to keep our standing with OWFI. 

  

Tulsa NightWriters Club Membership Drive 
 

TNWC 2020 membership drive will be November through December 2019. The 2020 year membership for $15.00 will extend to the 

Christmas Party of 2020. You can make the check payable to TNWC and send it to Marion Grace, 4205 S Darlington Place, Tulsa, 

OK 74135, or bring it with you to the November meeting. Marion will also be able to accept cash. 

  

There is a new membership application/renewal form available on our website. The old one will be accepted also. Any questions, 

please email Marion at jnmgrace@att.net.  

mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

 

 

About the Author 

 

Carol has an M.F.A. in 

drama from OU but got 

into the habit of 

t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h 

i n s t e a d — a t  O h i o 

University, TCC, ORU, 

and Spartan. She has 

acted in many plays 

and directed a few. Her 

scripts have appeared 

on the Narrat ive 

Television Network and 

at Spotlight Theater. 

She’s published two 

novels and several 

short stories. You can 

find her poetry online in 

magazines like Songs 

of Eretz and StepAway 

Magazine, and in print 

in several journals, 

including The Lyric, 

Harp-Strings Poetry 

J o u r n a l ,  a n d 

Crosstimbers. 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

“Who” or “Whom”  

by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

Books  
Authored and 
Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle 

Snow      

 “Who” – Nominative Case – usually used as a subject . 

 

 Who took my books? – “(Who” is the subject.  “Took” is the verb.) 

 I know who will play the role.  -  (“Who” is the subject.  “Will play” is the 

verb.)   

 

“Whom” – Objective Case – used as the direct object, the indirect object , 

or the object of a preposition.   

 

 Whom should I ask?  -  (“Whom” is the direct object of the verb “should 

ask”) 

 Mary gave whom her “recipe”?  (“Recipe” is the direct object.  “Whom” 

is the indirect object—the one to whom the recipe was given.) 

 Whom did he make the chair for?  or  For whom did he make the chair?   

(“Whom” is the object of the preposition “for.”) 

  

A common way to discover which word to use is to replace “who” or “whom” 

with either “he” or “she” or with “him” or “her.”    

 

 If “he” or “she” works use “who.”   

 Who took my books?   -  She  took my books? 

 I know who will play the role. - I know he will play the role 

 

If “him” or “her” works, use “whom.”   

 Whom should I ask? -  Should I ask him? 

  Mary gave whom her recipe?  - Mary gave him her recipe? 

 Whom did he make the chair for? – Did he make the chair for her?    

mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow
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2020 TNWC Officer Board Election 

At our Tuesday, November 19 meeting, we will elect our 2020 Officer Board. Any club member in good standing may 

run for any position on the Board. Officer qualifications and duties can be found on our website. If you are interested, 

then please contact our Vice President, Rex Griffin, or Communications Director, Deniece Adsit. They’ll be happy to 

answer any questions. 

We are grateful to the six club members who have agreed to accept nomination. Marion Grace (Treasurer), M. Carolyn 

Steele (Hospitality Director), and Cindy Rose (Newsletter Editor) have offered to continue serving on the Board in their 

existing roles. Thus far, three individuals have stepped forward to fill the positions being vacated. Rex Griffin will run 

for President, Kathryn Helstrom would like to serve as Vice President, and Blake Collier is putting his hat in the ring 

for Communications Director. Keep reading to find out more about them. 

Nominee for 2020 President 
Rex Griffin, in his Own Words 

Joshua Danker-Dake has expertly led the Tulsa NightWriters with vision and understanding. After three years  as Presi-

dent , he has earned a rest. For some crazy reason, he seems to think I am qualified to fill his shoes. Even wackier, the 

other members of the Nightwriter Board of Directors agree with him. At their urging and with their support, I have 

agreed to run for the office of President of the Tulsa NightWriters .    

 

If you don't know me, I am Rex Griffin, current Vice President of the Nightwriters. My writing journey began, like most 

of you, in grade school, and through both high school, college, and beyond. After retirement, I dedicated myself to writ-

ing historical fiction, and have written one novel, which is in revision, and am working on a second. That's where my 

writing focus lies. To be the best writer I can be, I have studied the craft of writing and learned from such experts as Jack 

Bickham, Donald Maass, James Scott Bell, Lisa Cron, and William Bernhardt.  

 

Josh and his presidential predecessors have shown great dedication to the Club and a determination to see it prosper. I 

only hope, should you choose me, to demonstrate the same level of dedication—of heart—to the Nightwriters.  With 

your vote and your help, I make only one promise: to further the interests of the Tulsa NightWriters to benefit you, its 

members. 

 

Nominee for 2020 Vice President 
Kathryn Helstrom, in her Own Words 

Kathryn Helstrom started her writing career when working for a medical manufacturing company, composing and edit-

ing high-tech equipment manuals. She created procedures for marketing and advertising, regulation compliance, and 

office policies and methods. Kathryn contributed to the advertising copy, sometimes acting as copy editor. Later, when 

working in the oil field industry, she helped write proposals for million-dollar contracts, including Letters of Intent, and 

correspondence with government and corporate executives. In 2000, Kathryn left the corporate world, and became an 

educator. In the last 20 years, she has authored dozens of instructions for complicated projects, and grants for monies. 

She has traveled extensively throughout the United States and the world, recently returning from a research trip to Ger-

many and France. As part of the marketing team with both the medical and oilfield companies, she organized and con-

ducted conventions and training classes, including booking all the venues, and scheduling speakers. 

Since 2009, she has been working on a medieval historical fiction about the Second Crusade. Although it has not been 

published, it is nearing completion. In addition, Kathryn has begun a series of adventure novellas about various fictional 

and actual medieval characters. 

 

 Continued on Page 7 
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2020 TNWC Officer Board Election (Cont’d) 

Nominee for 2020 Communications Director 
Blake Collier, in his Own Words 

Blake Collier became a member of Tulsa Nightwriters shortly after moving to Tulsa from Amarillo, TX a little over a 

year ago.   

 

He and his wife, Melissa, have been married for a year and a half. She works for Child Protective Services as a training 

supervisor and he currently works as a draftsman for a small architecture firm in Broken Arrow.  

 

He has been writing for over ten years, but has been writing for various online websites with established readerships for 

around six or seven years. Some of the sites he has written for include Mockingbird, Reel World Theology, Grindhouse 

Theology, Rise Up Daily, and The Curator. Most of his writing is nonfiction that focuses on culture and film analysis. 

His specialty is writing about theology and horror cinema. However, he also writes about his father’s struggle with Early

-Onset Alzheimer’s and the occasional interview with authors and filmmakers.  

 

He has had three essays published in physical essay collections and one essay published in an ebook collection. He is 

currently working on a book about horror and speculative theology and has begun to try his hand at short horror fiction. 
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Today 
is a 

Good 
Day to 
Write 
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Inspiration Zone 
 

I like cozy, so despite having a light airy 
room with a desk surrounded by win-
dows, once I got serious about writing I 
set up in my youngest daughter’s va-
cated bedroom. There, research books 
and files and papers could stack haphaz-
ardly without regard to neat. In Caro-
lyn’s Cave I am surrounded by artifacts 
that put me in the era, Native American 
flutes and rattles and dream catchers, a 
Civil War bullet from the Battle of Shi-
loh and U.S. Army “Hard Tack” cracker 
so hard that if I Frisbeed it across the 
room it would dent the wall. And, if I’m 
still uninspired, I can always reach for a 
handful of Jelly Bellies. That never fails 
to help.  

Occasionally I get a helping paw from 
my grandpup, Cesse, who likes to oc-
cupy my chair when I vacate. Her name 
means “Little Mouse” in Creek and she 
favors my Native American stories.  

— Carolyn Steele 

 

 

 

 

 Where do you write?  Send a photo and a brief description  to me at Cindy-

Rose@cox.net to share with your fellow NightWriters in the next edition of NightScripts. 
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Diane Morrow-Kondos published her fifth Chicken Soup story this year, Let it Go, 
which is in the Chicken Soup for the Soul: Forgiveness Fix edition released November 

5th 

 

 

Linda Trout came home with awards from her first Creative Writer’s confer-

ence in Eureka Springs, AR. They included: 1st Place in the ‘She Did It’ cate-

gory with Abducted, and 3rd Place in the ‘Get Your Romance On’ category 

with High Rise Surprise. 
 

 

 

Clifford Morris' new book, SOMEONE HAS TO 

PAY, will be released from Amazon on December 

2nd.   

  

 

 

 

 

Donna Jones won several awards at the 53rd Annual Ozark Crea-

tive Writers Conference:  
  First Place: Middle Grade Fiction Award  

Second Place: Garage Sale Tale  

Second Place: Showcase Award  

First Honorable Mention: Get Your Romance On  

 

Donna will be selling books at the following upcoming events:  
Northwest Arkansas Holiday Market 
Convention Center/Springdale,Arkansas 
Friday, November 15, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, November 16, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tahlequah Christmas Bazaar 
Tahlequah Community Building 

 

 

 

Michael Koch has a short story  entitled: "Mercy is not an Option," in Issue #2, Fall 2019 

edition of "Midnight Tales" book. Copies can be purchased for $10.00 at midnightmaga-

zine.bigcartel.com.  

Donna Jones getting a kiss from 

the Oiler’s mascot at the First 

Baptist Church Arts and Craft 

Fair in Tulsa. book sale and 

signing in November. 



M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Journalist, Genealogist, 
Author of Historical 

Fiction and Nonfiction 
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Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

 

Romance Author 

Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

 
 

 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

 

OUR DECEMBER MEETING 

       Tulsa NightWriters Club Christmas Party 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019 

6:30 p.m.–8:00 p.m. 

The Home of Kathlyn Smith 
Kathlyn’s address and directions to her home will be sent by e-mail to club members. 

Installation of 2020 Officer Board and Announcement of Award Winners! 
Tulsa NightWriter of the Year      Flash Writing Contest 

PLEASE BRING (enough for at least a dozen people):  
APPETIZERS, CHIPS, DIPS, SNACKS, SOFT DRINKS, DESSERTS 

Provided: Plates, Cups, Napkins, Utensils, Coffee, Water 

  

Spouse or  
1 Guest Welcome 

Adults Only, Please. 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com


 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  

          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 

* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 

* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

       Authors Wanted for  

       Sizzle in the Kitchen Blog 

I have started a new blog series concerning where authors cook. I would so 
love for you to share about your world through your kitchen and cooking. 
One author will be featured each week. Share pictures, recipes, your books 
and genre, etc., anything that will make you shine (or sizzle). This is meant 
to be fun, light, and insightful to your world. It’s a great way to get some 
new readers and much deserved attention. I will let you know when you will 
go live so you can promote on social media. I will do the same. Interested? Tierney James 

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

Deborah Camp is looking for "street team" members. If you or someone you 

know enjoys her books and would like to be part of her exclusive group of 

Happy Campers -- readers who promise to promote her work through reviews, 

brags, social media, etc. in return for swag, free books, gifts, etc. -- contact her 

at deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Marion Grace 
Newsletter Columnists: Carol Lavelle Snow 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

Joshua Danker-Dake 

President 
joshuadankerdake 

@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Rex Griffin 
Vice President 

rexgriffin@aol.com 

Carolyn Steele 

Hospitality Director 
mcarolyn.steele@cox.net 

Cindy Rose 
Editor  

cindy-rose@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Deniece Adsit 
Communications 

Director 
denieceasit@gmail.com 

NightScripts Submission Guidelines 
 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Cindy Rose 
 cindy-rose@cox.net 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES  

FROM YOUR EDITOR 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  W EB  

W W W . T UL SAN IG HTW R I T ERS . WO RD P RESS . C O M  

GENRE FOCUS GROUPS 

 
The Genre Focus Groups program is an opportunity for NightWriters who 

write in the same genre to connect on an ongoing basis to support each 

other, exchange ideas, talk about marketing, read each other’s work, and 

offer feedback. If you’d like to be listed for a genre or to connect with 

other writers, let us know—we’ll be glad to help. 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.nightwriters.org

