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 Gearing Up 

by Joshua Danker-
Dake 

 President 

 As you know, fall marks the beginning of the 

busiest time of year for the Tulsa NightWriters, and we 

have a lot of great stuff coming up. Of course, you’ll get 

all the details on everything here in the newsletter, at our 

meetings, by email, and on Facebook, but I wanted to give 

you the overview. 

Our next meeting is October 15. In addition to 

having a great program with forensic psychologist Dr. 

Ron Thrasher, we’ll also be nominating candidates for 

next year’s officer board. 

Our annual Craft of Writing Conference is 

Saturday, October 26. Mark your calendar for that—we 

have a great lineup of speakers on genres and aspects of 

the craft of all kinds. As always, it’s free to the public. 

Bring a friend! 

At our November 19 meeting, we’ll be electing our 

officer board for 2019 and holding our annual contest 

preparation panel. 

Please make a note: our Christmas party is 

Tuesday, December 3, which is earlier in the month than 

usual. For that reason, we’re going to be handling our 

NightWriter of the Year nominations a little bit differently 

this year. We’ll have more on that coming up at our next 

meeting and by email. 

It’s a busy, wonderful time of year for the club—I 

hope you’ll be there for all of it. 
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Want to make your story deeper, more 

compelling? Layer it. 

If you’re like me, you don’t want to 

struggle in your daily life. You want as 

few difficulties as possible. You don’t 

want to have issues or setbacks. You 

don’t want any great hassles. You want 

your life to go smoothly. But when 

you read fiction, you want your lead 

character—your protagonist—to have 

as many struggles as possible. You 

want her to overcome as many 

obstacles as the antagonist, and others, 

can throw at her. 

In any story the protagonist has a 

main, overarching goal she has to 

achieve or obstacle she has to 

overcome. Whether it is to find true 

love, stop the killer before he strikes 

again, or discover the formula that 

saves the world, it drives the story. 

There wouldn’t be a story without the 

story problem. We’ll call it the “Plot 

Problem.” Think of it as the first layer. 

Back to our daily lives. We may want 

them to be smooth and tranquil, with 

as few difficulties as possible. Yet who 

goes through life without issues? Don’t 

make enough money? Or owe too 

much? Going through a divorce? Are 

you saddled with a health problem? 

Have to take care of an aging parent, 

an ailing spouse, or a challenged child? 

Is your boss incredibly demanding, or 

your spouse, or your family? Did your 

house burn down? Have to find 

somewhere else to live, but can’t? 

These types of issues are the kind of 

“Life Problems” any of us might have 

to face. Your protagonist, like you, had 

a life before the story began. So she, 

too, will have Life Problems. Think of 

them as the second layer. 

What aggravates you? What little, 

niggling thing always seems to go 

wrong? Do you have that one tire that 

always catches a nail? When you have 

to update your computer or cell 

phone—and you always do, 

demanding little pieces of junk—is it 

always messed up afterwards? Does 

that weed eater—which is so hard to 

string—always run out just before 

you’re finished? Is it your lane that’s 

always stopped, while the other lane 

moves free and clear? Does your cat 

always sharpen her claws on that brand 

new recliner, instead of the worn-out 

chair someone gave you in college? 

Does your washer and dryer team up to 

eat your socks? Or do they never fail 

to fade and discolor that new, 

expensive shirt or blouse, while gently 

preserving the tee shirts that have 

holes in them? These little bits of 

frustration—these minor curses that 

raise your blood pressure and make 

you gnash your teeth—we’ll call 

“Laundry Problems.” Think of them as 

the third layer. 

Layering is stacking your protagonist’s 

problems, her Plot Problem, Life 

Problem, and Laundry Problem, to 

give her and your story more depth. 

These problem layers don’t have to 

happen at the same time—though they 

can. How can you make these 

problems worse? And even worse? 

And still worse? Can you raise 

expectations, only to drop the 

hammer? What are the solutions to the 

problems? What are the surprise 

solutions, the ones your reader—and 

maybe even your protagonist—would 

never expect? 

To tighten your story, consider 

weaving the problems in with other 

elements. What character can add to 

one or two of these problems? Which 

character always seems to bring the 

problem with them? The antagonist 

will, of course. But what if a friend or 

family member were helping—

accidentally or deliberately—to make 

the problem worse? 

 

Where in your story—what setting—

does one or two of these problems 

always pop up? Layer your story with 

the three types of problems. Force 

specific characters and settings to do 

double duty by accentuating or 

aggravating the problems and you’ll 

make your story more engaging and 

compelling for the reader. 

One last word: Layers are NOT 

subplots. Layering is adding problems 

for your protagonist. Subplots are the 

problems and issues of other characters 

in your story, and deserve their own 

story arcs.  

RAMBLING REX 

   Layering 

by Rex Griffin 

 Vice-President 
www.nightwriters.org 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.nightwriters.org
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Did You Know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Annual Craft of Writing Conference  
The Fourth Annual Craft of Writing Conference is set for Saturday, October 26 in our usual place, the Martin Re-

gional Library. Get set to hear  the following speakers: 

• Phetote Mshairi—Keynote 
• Mary Coley—Writing/Editing 101 For Mystery Writers     
• Dr. Gary Conrad—Medical Jargon: What Works and What Doesn't 
• Joshua Danker-Dake—Editing Workshop: Sentence and Paragraph 
• John Fulton—Like Star Wars, Only Not At All: Mastering the Logline for Your Sci-Fi/Fantasy Story    
• Rex Griffin—Crafting Emotions: Make Your Reader Feel It 
• Nikki Hanna—Write With Voice, Style, and Humor 
• Renee LaViness—Tips and Tricks for Writing a Novel in 30 Days 
• Romney Nesbitt—DIY (Do It Yourself) Writing Practice 
• Jeff South—Yes, But Is It Funny? 
• M. Carolyn Steele—Research: Getting It Right in the First Place 
• Carla Stewart—Writing  Women’s Fiction 
• Bill Wetterman—A Writer's Journey From Novice to Marketing 

October 3, 1932:  Times New Roman makes its grand entrance.   

Stanley Morison of England was one of the pioneers of modern typography. Not only 

did he publish First Principles of Typography in 1930, but he also devised several new 

fonts for printers and publishers. His two most successful fonts were Gill Sans and 

Times New Roman, the latter of which has become a staple in countries that use the 

English alphabet. On this day (October 3) in 1932, the London Times made Times 

New Roman its official printing font. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthegraphicsfairy.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2011%2F09%2Fspider%2Bscrolls%2Bvintage%2Bimage%2Bgraphicsfairy007rt.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthegraphicsfairy.com%2Ffree-spider-web-clip-art%2F&docid=ZWiA
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fdata_images%2F68018.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fhalloween-cliparts.html&docid=uheBT8kUjAF_TM&tbnid=N3AargFxU7V-GM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiTovyEq4vlAhVlS98KHdvlDIIQMwjoAS
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 October Meeting:  Dr. Ronald R. Thrasher, Ph.D. 
  

The Psychology of 

Interview & Interrogation  
October 15, 2019 

7:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

This event is not affiliated in any way with the Tulsa City-County Library.  
The Library neither sponsors nor endorses this event, the speaker(s), nor the organization.  

 

 

 

 

 Retiring from a thirty five year law enforcement career, Dr. Ron Thrasher completed his 

Ph.D. degree from Oklahoma State University in 1999 and is a graduate of the FBI National 

Academy, Quantico, VA.  Currently Dr. Thrasher heads the Forensic Psychology and Investiga-

tive Science Programs at the Oklahoma State University Center for Health Sciences, Tulsa.  

Dr. Thrasher serves as the first and continuous president of the Board of Directors of Okla-

homa’s first therapeutic court and researches and teaches on a wide range of theory, practice, 

and law. 

      Come join us as Dr. Thrasher speaks on The Psychology of Interview & Interrogation.  His 

talk is sure to enrich your characterization and dialog skills. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.pngio.com%2Fcropped-cropped-crime-scene-tape-1s4jvp0-forensic-science-png-forensic-science-png-920_339.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpngio.com%2Fimages%2Fpng-670274.html&docid=g7mYUCotica5AM&tbnid=aZcb
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

 

 

About the Author 

 

Carol has an M.F.A. in 

drama from OU but got 

into the habit of 

t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h 

i n s t e a d — a t  O h i o 

University, TCC, ORU, 

and Spartan. She has 

acted in many plays 

and directed a few. Her 

scripts have appeared 

on the Narrat ive 

Television Network and 

at Spotlight Theater. 

She’s published two 

novels and several 

short stories. You can 

find her poetry online in 

magazines like Songs 

of Eretz and StepAway 

Magazine, and in print 

in several journals, 

including The Lyric, 

Harp-Strings Poetry 

J o u r n a l ,  a n d 

Crosstimbers. 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

“Different From” or “Different Than” 

by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

Books  
Authored and 
Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle 

Snow      

  

1)  This scarf is much different (from, than) mine.  

2)  He seems different (from, than) the boy I knew in high school. 

3)  The movie was different (from, than) he expected.     

4)  The house looks different (from, than) I remember.     

 

Use “from” in 1 and 2.  “From” has been in use for a long period 

of time, and is usually the best choice.  It is also a preposition with 

“mine” and “the boy” as the objects of the prepositions in those 

sentences.   

 

Use “than” in sentences 3 and 4.  “Than” is used to introduce 

clauses.  “He expected” and “I remember” are clauses because 

they contain subjects and verbs and could stand alone as sentences.   

 

But you could use  either “than” or “from” in sentences 3 and 4 if 

you added a noun that makes the clause that follows a more obvi-

ous object for the preposition: 

 

“The movie was different from what he expected.” 

“The house looks different from the house I remember.”    

 

 

mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow
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Cindy:  

   

On the evening of 

September 26, I 

picked up Carolyn 

Steele in my little purple Jeep and we set out for the 

IDL Ballroom, where my current favorite author, 

Craig Johnson, was scheduled to appear. Clutching 

our copies of Land of Wolves, book number fifteen in 

the Longmire mystery series, we made our way from 

the parking lot to the venue on the corner of First 

Street and Elgin.  

   

I will admit I first fell in love with Walt Longmire in 

the television show which debuted on A&E in 2012, 

and ran for three seasons before Netflix took it over 

for three more.  Sometime in the middle of those six 

years I discovered what many fans already knew: 

THERE ARE BOOKS!  My life hasn't been the same 

since.  

   

In addition to discovering the 

books, I discovered the Long-

mire Book Club on Facebook, 

where fans discuss the stories 

spun by the master storyteller 

and anxiously await the next 

year's book.  I also happened 

upon the Longmire Posse, an-

other Facebook group whose 

rabid fan participation in so-

cial media Stampedes led to 

Netflix picking up the televi-

sion series when A&E 

dropped it, and adding a sixth 

season to wrap things up, when it had intended to can-

cel the series after the fifth.  

   

Upon entering the Ballroom, we flashed our green 

wristbands at the gatekeepers and found two chairs 

about halfway back from the stage. Longmire fans are 

a friendly bunch, and we chatted with our neighbors as 

we waited for the program to begin. Some of these 

folks had visited the venue's bar and managed to find 

a libation to their suiting, even though there was no 

Ranier beer being served.  

 

 

 

Carolyn:  

   

Oh my gosh, when 

Craig Johnson walked 

out on the stage, I 

thought, “It’s Longmire, in the flesh, right before my 
eyes!”  Tall, rangy, dressed in worn blue jeans, plain 

long sleeve shirt, and cowboy hat – I strained to see if 

there was a sheriff’s badge clipped to his pocket and 

wished I’d brought my binoculars.  

   

I guess it is true that writers tend to put a bit of them-

selves into their writing. Indeed, Craig had the same 

casual mannerisms, easy humor, as the Longmire 

character. He revealed that Longmire’s sidekick in the 

book, Victoria Moretti, is fashioned after his wife, 

Philadelphia born and shaped, right down to the color-

ful language.  

   

On that same note, Craig was unaware of how much 

he was drawing from people he knew in his writing, 

until his brother told him he was “so dead” after read-

ing the first manuscript. Apparently, Craig uncon-

sciously patterned the crusty, wily, ex-sheriff, Lucian, 

after his father.  All’s well that ends well, however. 

Their father thought he was Longmire, and none of the 

family dared disabuse him of the notion.  

   
 

Australian actor Robert 

Taylor in the title role of 

the A&E/Netflix televi-

sion series, Longmire. 

Tulsa NightWriter Club members Cindy Rose and Carolyn 

Steele with Craig Johnson, author of the Longmire mystery 

series. 

Continued on Page 7 

A Tale of Two Writers Set Loose in 

Downtown Tulsa  
  

By Cindy Rose and Carolyn Steele  
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I couldn’t help but wave my hand in the air and ask 

Craig if he ever felt bad at battering his poor hero. In 

the course of the series, Longmire has been shot (a 

number of times), stabbed (again, a number of times), 

punched, stomped, tumbled over cliffs, drugged, 

caught up in snowstorms, and trapped under a sheet of 

ice after falling in a frozen river. I haven’t read all in 

the series, but I suspect he may have been electro-

cuted as well. It is surprising Longmire has all his fin-

gers and toes and doesn’t need a cane. What a man!  

   

Going downtown and parking (especially in the eve-

ning) requires an act of courage for me. I was ever so 

glad that Cindy boldly braved the one-way streets in 

her little purple Jeep. I don’t think I’d have gone by 

myself and it would have been a shame to miss Long-

mire, in the flesh.  

A Tale of Two Writers,  Continued from Page 1 

Author  Craig Johnson emphasizes a point during 

his talk at the IDL Ballroom in Tulsa on Septem-

ber 26. 
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Inspiration Zone 

 

 

 

 

 

Aderyn Lonigan’s Writing Place 

Where do you write?  Send 

a photo and a brief description  to 

me at Cindy-Rose@cox.net to share 

with your fellow NightWriters in the 

next edition of NightScripts. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgclipart.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F10%2FHalloween-clipart-images-on-halloween.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgclipart.com%2Fhalloween-clipart_24175%2F&docid=xk9qI_biTQ0WgM&tbnid=O0nFPeUCQlxYKM%3A&ve
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Deborah Camp cyber visited more than 25 blogs during the 
week of Oct. 7 to promote her new western historical "Ropin' the 
Moon." It was hosted by Goddessfish Promotions. The novel is 
available on Amazon.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Diane Morrow-Kondos has two stories in the recently released edi-
tion of Chicken Soup for the Soul: Think Positive, Live Happy. Her 
stories are titled Everything We Need and Big Red Divorce Boots.   

 
 

 

 

 

WRITING CONTEST –  
Renee’ La Viness is sponsoring the “Stage Fright” short story writing contest. 
Multiple entries are allowed. Stories can be about anything, as long as an impor-
tant part of them has to do with some sort of stage fright. It can be western stage/
carriage transportation, stages of cancer, fear of public speaking, and yes, it can 
be a horror story. Visit the website for more details. Be quick about it! The dead-
line is October 15

th
!  
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It’s that time of year again, for leaves to turn crimson and gold, pecans to litter the ground, and thoughts 

to turn to renewing your memberships in the Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc. and the Tulsa Night-

Writers Club.  

  

Changes to OWFI Membership Renewal Procedure 

 
Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc. (OWFI)   has made changes concerning how to join or renew its 

memberships. 
 

OWFI is now encouraging all its members to renew or join directly on the OWFI website. If you specify 

that you are an active affiliate member through  Tulsa NightWriters Club (TNWC), and have paid the 

$15.00 yearly fee for TNWC, you can pay the $25.00 discount price for one year with OWFI.  
 

Also, OWFI'S former October-to-October standard renewal year has been changed to an annual renewal 

based on the individual’s date of joining OWFI.  OWFI will alert you 3 weeks before your OWFI annual 

renewal date. 
 

We will have a list of TNWC members who are also OWFI members in order to keep our standing with 

OWFI. 

  

Tulsa NightWriters Club Membership Drive 
 

TNWC 2020 membership drive will be October through December 2019. The 2020 year membership for 

$15.00 will extend to the Christmas Party of 2020. You can make the check payable to TNWC and send 

it to Marion Grace, 4205 S Darlington Place, Tulsa, OK 74135. 
  

Please watch the TNWC website for a new membership application/

renewal form. The old one will be accepted also. Any questions, please 

email Marion at jnmgrace@att.net. (Marion won’t be able to attend the 

October 17th meeting, and will respond to any inquiries after Sept. 

20th.) 

 

 

 

mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgclipart.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F10%2FHalloween-bat-clip-art-ideas-on-silhouette-images.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgclipart.com%2Fhalloween-clipart_24207%2F&docid=-cSDazaA6VWkeM&tbnid=BHWjWW68


M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Journalist, Genealogist, 
Author of Historical 

Fiction and Nonfiction 
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Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

 

Romance Author 

Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

 
 

 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

Mark Your Calendars: 

 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 
 

The Tulsa NightWriters Club's 

Fourth Annual  
Craft of Writing Conference 

More information to come via the NightWriters’ Facebook group and email. 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com


 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  

          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 

OCTOBER 2019    PAGE 12 N IGHTSCRIPTS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 

* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 

* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

       Authors Wanted for  

       Sizzle in the Kitchen Blog 

I have started a new blog series concerning where authors cook. I would so 
love for you to share about your world through your kitchen and cooking. 
One author will be featured each week. Share pictures, recipes, your books 
and genre, etc., anything that will make you shine (or sizzle). This is meant 
to be fun, light, and insightful to your world. It’s a great way to get some 
new readers and much deserved attention. I will let you know when you will 
go live so you can promote on social media. I will do the same. Interested? Tierney James 

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

Deborah Camp is looking for "street team" members. If you or someone you 

know enjoys her books and would like to be part of her exclusive group of 

Happy Campers -- readers who promise to promote her work through reviews, 

brags, social media, etc. in return for swag, free books, gifts, etc. -- contact her 

at deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Marion Grace 
Newsletter Columnists: Carol Lavelle Snow 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

Joshua Danker-Dake 

President 
joshuadankerdake 

@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Rex Griffin 
Vice President 

rexgriffin@aol.com 

Carolyn Steele 

Hospitality Director 
mcarolyn.steele@cox.net 

Cindy Rose 
Editor  

cindy-rose@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Deniece Adsit 
Communications 

Director 
denieceasit@gmail.com 

NightScripts Submission Guidelines 
 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Cindy Rose 
 cindy-rose@cox.net 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES  

FROM YOUR EDITOR 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

GENRE FOCUS GROUPS 

 
The Genre Focus Groups program is an opportunity for NightWriters who 

write in the same genre to connect on an ongoing basis to support each 

other, exchange ideas, talk about marketing, read each other’s work, and 

offer feedback. If you’d like to be listed for a genre or to connect with 

other writers, let us know—we’ll be glad to help. 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.nightwriters.org

