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 Drive the Car     

by Joshua Danker-
Dake 

 President 

 If you’ve read my columns over the course of my presidency, 

you know I’ve talked a fair amount about how I haven’t done a 

lot of writing over the last three years. For the most part, I’ve 

thrown my youngest daughter under the bus for that. But while 

she deserves a lot of the blame, ultimately, the buck stops with 

me.  

The truth is, if you’re properly motivated to do something, if 

it’s sufficiently meaningful to you, you’ll find a way to do it, no 

matter what it is. I’ve come to realize that I haven’t been 

sufficiently motivated to write in a while.  

And I’ve figured out why. I’ve been feeling stuck. I have 

enough completed manuscripts lying around on my hard drive 

as it is—what’s the point of going to all the trouble of cranking 

out one more?  

Such was my thought process. How, then, to get myself 

unstuck?  

I’m 38 years old. Given our club’s demographics, I assume that 

doesn’t seem remotely old to the vast majority of you, and you 

are of course free to mock me accordingly, but it feels old to 

me.  

I’ve been a St. Louis Cardinals fan my entire life. This past 

week, former player Chris Duncan, who I remember watching 

in the 2006 World Series, died of brain cancer at 38. Last 

Sunday, I took my wife to Hamilton. As you surely know, 

Hamilton died relatively young—before 50. A repeated line in 

the musical is the question “Why do you write like you’re 

running out of time?” It resonates with me because I absolutely 

don’t write like that, even though in a certain sense, I’ve always 
felt like I’m running out of time. Memento mori and so forth.  
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I don’t mean to be grim. My point is that, and at the 

end of the day, I would rather have written than not 

written. 

Julie Duffy from StoryADay.org once gave this bit 

of writing advice: “Don’t wait until you’re invited to 

the party.” I think I’ve been doing that the last cou-

ple years, basically putting the car in neutral while 

waiting for something to open up in front of me, for 

certain of the traditional gatekeepers to give me the 

green light.  

I’m not anti-waiting. There are certainly times to 

wait, especially when you’re publishing tradition-

ally. But it’s also true that if you want something in 

life, you have to get out there and work toward it. 

And it’s also true that even if you’re waiting for 

something, you can be writing and working on 

something else.  

 

Continued on Page  3 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
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Description. Whether it’s the food on the 
table or a mountain valley, every story 
needs it. Because without description, the 
reader would be lost. 

But what is the purpose of description? To 
describe, obviously. But it’s far more than 
that. THE REAL PURPOSE OF 
DESCRIPTION IS TO TOUCH YOUR 
READERS’ EXPERIENCE SO THAT, 
THROUGH THEIR OWN MEMORIES, 
THEY CAN PUT THEMSELVES IN 
YOUR STORY! Read that again. Write 
that down. Tattoo that on your inner 
eyelids.  

Describing what something looks like 
evokes memory, doesn’t it? Only 
minimally. It’s low hanging fruit that 
everybody knows and is easily skimmed 
over. Writers often settle for “this is what 
it looks like.” Even when written with 
great elegance it doesn’t truly bring the 
readers’ experience into play.  

1) Use all the senses. Humans are visual 
creatures. No matter how beautifully 
written, how something looks is the 
routine, default description and readily 
forgotten. Taste, feel, sound, or smell are 
secondary senses and thus run deeper into 
memory. Which ignites your memory 
more: the sight of green grass, or the smell 
of a newly-mowed lawn? 

Speaking of which, smell may be the most 
powerful sense of all. The olfactory 
receptors in the human brain are, 
physically, next to the temporal lobe (those 
for memory), while the receptors for the 
other senses are further removed in the 
parietal lobe.  

2) Describe through emotions. The best 
way to touch a reader’s memory is for a 

character to describe a scene through their 
own emotions and memories. Depicting a 
place or item on its own is a little flat. How 
the character feels about that place or item 
enlivens it. Telling details of a clown or 
doll is one thing; the joy or terror it emotes 
in the character—and thus, the reader—
cements it in the readers’ experience. 

3) Less is more. Sometimes a writer can 
get so wrapped up in elegant prose they 
can pile on the description. As in most 
areas of writing, fewer, succinct, well-
chosen words are usually better. Celerity—
a now-forgotten term used frequently in 
the Civil War—means doing something 
quickly, efficiently, with as little waste as 
possible. Try always to write with celerity. 

4) Specifics beat generalities. This is true of 
any depiction, but particularly if you’re 
describing a group of people or things. 
Generalities are easily glossed over. 
Specifics provoke memories. Pick out two 
or three, and let them represent the whole. 
For example: 

 Lunch sat on the table vs. a plate of 
pastrami and rye sandwiches, an open bag 
of Cheetos, and a bowl of apples sat on the 
table.  

 Joe saw ships being unloaded on the dock 
vs. Joe saw a crane hoist a net full of 
wooden boxes. A forklift lifted a huge 
pallet, then backed down a wide 
gangplank. Down the quay two shirtless 
men, sweat glistening on their skin, heaved 
crates into neat stacks.  

5) Rule of three. In any descriptive list, 
three is the optimum number. Good 
writers rely on the rule of three, much like 
good baseball pitchers rely on a fastball. 
But rules are made to be broken, and 

routine can be boring, so it doesn’t hurt to 
mix it up occasionally with a longer or 
shorter list. After all, the best pitchers have 
a changeup, or slider, or curveball, or—
heaven forbid—a spitball, to surprise. 

6) Avoid clichés. That should go without 
saying, but this IS a list of Eight Ways to 
Improve Your Description. 

7) Compare and contrast. A great way of 
depiction, especially for hard-to-describe 
items like feelings, is to compare them 
with something similar, or contrast them 
with something dissimilar. Similes and 
metaphors come in handy for connecting 
with the reader’s experience. The fiery, 
searing pain in his hand felt like being caught in 
a bear trap hot from a blacksmith’s forge. But 
don’t overdo it when using similes and 
metaphors. Remember #3, less—or 
fewer, in this case—is more. 

8) Practice. Pick out two of anything, two 
trees, two houses, two mountains, two 
towns. Describe each in detail. How do 
they differ? How are they similar? How do 
they smell, feel, sound, or taste? Are those 
senses similar, or different?  What 
emotions do they invoke in your 
characters? How does your protagonist feel 
about that place or item? How does your 
antagonist feel differently about it? Your 
other main characters? Your secondary 
characters? 

Just remember: THE REAL 
PURPOSE OF DESCRIPTION IS TO 
TOUCH YOUR READERS’ 
EXPERIENCE SO THAT, THROUGH 
THEIR OWN MEMORIES, THEY CAN 
PUT THEMSELVES IN YOUR STORY! 

RAMBLING REX 

Eight Ways to Improve Your Description 

   by Rex Griffin 

 Vice-President 
www.nightwriters.org 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.nightwriters.org
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Success is different for everybody. That is, each of us wants something different from our writing. I can’t define 

what writing success means for you, and you can’t define what writing success means to me. That’s as it should 

be. There are no wrong definitions of writing success, just some that are a bit harder to achieve than others.  

Figure out what writing success means to you. It doesn’t necessarily mean becoming a famous bestselling au-

thor—it could mean completing your first manuscript, publishing a short story, winning a contest, releasing a 

book. And I don’t mean a once-for-all-time objective; your goals can (and should) evolve and grow as you evolve 

and grow as a writer.  

I’ve realized what writing success means to me. For the purpose of this article, the particulars of that aren’t impor-

tant, but it should go without saying that I have no chance of getting there if I don’t start writing again and work-

ing toward it.  

Writing success: Am I going to get there? What’s the route? How long will it take? I don’t have all of the answers 

to those questions now.  

But the car is back in drive.  

* * * * * 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our annual Craft of Writing Conference. It’s Saturday, October 26, and as 

always, it’s completely free to the public. We’ve got a great lineup of speakers for you, as you can see, below, and 

you’ll be hearing a lot more about it in the weeks to come.  

 

 

Fourth Annual Craft of Writing Conference  
The Fourth Annual Craft of Writing Conference is set for Saturday, October 26 in our usual place, the Martin Re-

gional Library. Get set to hear: 

Phetote Mshairi—Keynote     

Mary Coley—Writing/Editing 101 For Mystery Writers     

Dr. Gary Conrad—Medical Jargon 101: What Works and What Doesn't     

Joshua Danker-Dake—Editing Workshop: Sentence and Paragraph     

John Fulton—Sci/Fi    

Rex Griffin—Crafting Emotions: Make Your Reader Feel It    

Nikki Hanna—Write With Voice, Style, and Humor 

Renee LaViness—Tips and Tricks for Writing a Novel in 30 Days   

Romney Nesbitt—DIY (Do It Yourself) Writing Practice      

Jeff South—Yes, But Is It Funny?   

M. Carolyn Steele—Getting It Right in the First Place     

Carla Stewart—Women’s Fiction    

Bill Wetterman—A Writer's Journey From Novice to Marketing   

The three rooms are different sizes, so to help us decide the schedule for the speakers: Please let me know 

which sessions you are most likely to attend by e-mailing me at rexgriffin@aol.com. 

Drive the Car, Continued from Page 1 
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 September Meeting:  vehoae 

Tips on Marketing 
September 17, 2019 

7:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

This event is not affiliated in any way with the Tulsa City-County Library.  
The Library neither sponsors nor endorses this event, the speaker(s), nor the organization.  

 

Our next Tulsa Nightwriters meeting will bring a real treat. vehoae, (not capitalized for a reason) will be discussing Tips 
on Marketing. She spoke at last year’s Craft of Writing Conference, and for those that missed her, you’re in for a unique, 
informative slant on the subject. 
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 A Family of Writers 
By Renee’ La Viness 

 
        A few years ago, we took our granddaughter with us to a free writers’ conference. The next year, we added one 

of her brothers. Before long, the grandkids were specifically invited to another writing conference. And so began a fam-

ily tradition. 

 This year, their younger brother, the one we affectionately call “I-Don’t-Want-to-Be-a-Writer,” was invited to join 

the fun. Like his siblings, he had a great time and learned a little bit, too. 

It probably helped that Gramps and Granny won a total of eight writing 

awards that day. 

 A few weeks later, we took them to another conference in Arkansas. 

It would cost us for each of them to attend, and we had to take them out 

of school to get there in time. So, we required each grandkid to submit a 

story to at least one of the writing contests. If we were going to pay their 

way, we wanted them to have the full experience. Each of the grand-

sons, nine and twelve, submitted a story, and the granddaughter, fifteen, 

submitted three stories.  

     Gene and I claimed one award, each. The grandkids didn’t win any-

thing for their writing, but they all won door prizes. However, all three 

want to write for next year’s contests. In fact, I-Don’t-Want-to-Be-a-Writer decided he would like to win a check, too. 

He still doesn’t want to be a writer, but the money and recognition are a big draw. So, he’s up for future challenges.  

     In October, at least two of the grandkids plan to attend the Craft of Writing Conference, so they can learn how to 

beat all the adults out of the awards.  

     If you haven’t asked your children and grandchildren if they’re interested in writing, don’t be bashful. Sometimes, 

they would like to know more about what you do, or they might like to try it, too. Consider taking them to a conference 

with you. Share the travel, the room, and the fun with someone you love. Even if they decide they don’t want to write, 

you’ll always have that special memory.  

 

 

 

"You must stay drunk on writing so reality cannot destroy you." 

--Ray Bradbury, Zen in the Art of Writing 
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

 

 

About the Author 

 

Carol has an M.F.A. in 

drama from OU but got 

into the habit of 

t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h 

i n s t e a d — a t  O h i o 

University, TCC, ORU, 

and Spartan. She has 

acted in many plays 

and directed a few. Her 

scripts have appeared 

on the Narrat ive 

Television Network and 

at Spotlight Theater. 

She’s published two 

novels and several 

short stories. You can 

find her poetry online in 

magazines like Songs 

of Eretz and StepAway 

Magazine, and in print 

in several journals, 

including The Lyric, 

Harp-Strings Poetry 

J o u r n a l ,  a n d 

Crosstimbers. 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

Attributive Nouns 

by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

Books  
Authored and 
Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle 

Snow      

  

I’d never heard of these animals until Julie pointed them out to me.  

These are nouns ending in “s” that are used as adjectives, such as 

Veterans Day and sports car.  Some say that apostrophes can be 

omitted from these nouns because they don’t show ownership.  

But this is a very confusing rule.  Maybe “sports” doesn’t show 

ownership, but I would argue that “Veterans” does.  After all it is 

their day 

 

Simon & Schuster (1999) is completely silent on the subject, 

which leads me to believe that our leaving the apostrophe out of 

proper names like Veterans Affairs and out of labels like Ladies 

Room has led to this particular rule.   

 

However, apostrophies do seem to be left out of plural nouns used 

as adjectives across the board now:  arms race, arts program.  This 

is very frustrating to old school grammarians like me.  You’d 

probably be wise to leave the apostrophe out, but don’t argue with 

your editor if he/she says to put one in.  

 

 

mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow
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Inspiration Zone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rex Griffin is one serious writer.  Note the cal-

endar above where he tracks his writing days, 

headed “A Day Without Writing is Wasted.”  

These inspiring words are posted a second place 

on his wall. 

 

 

Rex has a framed contract with 

himself to write 1000 words a 

day. What a great idea! Next to 

it hangs a photo of Clint East-

wood from the movie, The Out-
law Josie Wales. “Sometimes, 

when things get tough and it 

looks like you won’t make it, 

you have to get mean—Mad 

Dog mean.” 



Renee la Viness in her writing spot, 

showing a writer must be prepared 

to write anywhere 
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Inspiration Zone 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Laughter hard at work in his office on his current WIP. 

 

 

 

                                                                               

                                                                                                           Nikki Hanna’s writing place 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do you write?  
Send a photo and a brief descrip-

tion  to me at Cindy-Rose@cox.net 

to share with your fellow Night-

Writers in the next edition of 

NightScripts. 
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It’s that time of year again, for leaves to turn crimson and gold, pecans to litter the ground, and thoughts 

to turn to renewing your memberships in the Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc. and the Tulsa Night-

Writers Club.  

  

Changes to OWFI Membership Renewal Procedure 

 
Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc. (OWFI)   has made changes concerning how to join or renew its 

memberships. 
 

OWFI is now encouraging all its members to renew or join directly on the OWFI website. If you specify 

that you are an active affiliate member through  Tulsa NightWriters Club (TNWC), and have paid the 

$15.00 yearly fee for TNWC, you can pay the $25.00 discount price for one year with OWFI.  
 

Also, OWFI'S former October-to-October standard renewal year has been changed to an annual renewal 

based on the individual’s date of joining OWFI.  OWFI will alert you 3 weeks before your OWFI annual 

renewal date. 
 

We will have a list of TNWC members who are also OWFI members in order to keep our standing with 

OWFI. 

  

Tulsa NightWriters Club Membership Drive 
 

TNWC 2020 membership drive will be October through December 2019. The 2020 year membership for 

$15.00 will extend to the Christmas Party of 2020. You can make the check payable to TNWC and send 

it to Marion Grace, 4205 S Darlington Place, Tulsa, Ok 74135. 
  

Please watch the TNWC website for a new membership application/renewal form. The old one will be 

accepted also. Any questions, please email Marion at jnmgrace@att.net. (Marion won’t be able to attend 

the September 17th meeting, and will respond to any inquiries after Sept. 20th.) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwin4L-8gcfkAhVSRKwKHb9NA0UQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Ffree-clipart-fall-leaves&psig=AOvVaw2eSVk5lKmezyBzMN1dILGU&ust=1568230751340851
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwin4L-8gcfkAhVSRKwKHb9NA0UQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Ffree-clipart-fall-leaves&psig=AOvVaw2eSVk5lKmezyBzMN1dILGU&ust=1568230751340851
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwin4L-8gcfkAhVSRKwKHb9NA0UQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Ffree-clipart-fall-leaves&psig=AOvVaw2eSVk5lKmezyBzMN1dILGU&ust=1568230751340851
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Bob Avey's novel, Identity Theft, will be released by Black Rose 

Writing January 09,. 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Trout is pleased to announce the sale of her romantic suspense novel,  Tan-
gled Promises, to The Wild Rose Press in their Crimson line. This makes her third 

book to publish with TWRP. 

 

 

 

Ropin' the Moon is Deborah Camp's new historical  

western romance.  Release date is Oct. 7 on Amazon. 

 

 

 

                                    Donna Jones announces her September  

                                                             Release, Beautiful Bait.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 

Looking to Share 

 Gene and Renee’ La Viness are searching for one or two roommates to 

share the hotel room they have reserved for the Ozark Creative Writers’ Con-

ference in Eureka Springs, this October.  If you’re not into driving the moun-

tain roads, they’d be glad to drive you there, as well. Sharing makes the costs 

much more affordable. Please email Renee’ at JesPiddlin@usa.net for more 

information.  

mailto:JesPiddlin@usa.net


M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Journalist, Genealogist, 
Author of Historical 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

SEPTEMBER 2019    PAGE 11 N IGHTSCRIPTS 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

 

Romance Author 

Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

 
 

 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

Mark Your Calendars: 
 

The Tulsa NightWriters Club's 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 

 
More information to come via the NightWriters’ Facebook group and email. 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com


 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  

          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 

* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 

* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

       Authors Wanted for  

       Sizzle in the Kitchen Blog 

I have started a new blog series concerning where authors cook. I would so 
love for you to share about your world through your kitchen and cooking. 
One author will be featured each week. Share pictures, recipes, your books 
and genre, etc., anything that will make you shine (or sizzle). This is meant 
to be fun, light, and insightful to your world. It’s a great way to get some 
new readers and much deserved attention. I will let you know when you will 
go live so you can promote on social media. I will do the same. Interested? Tierney James 

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

Deborah Camp is looking for "street team" members. If you or someone you 

know enjoys her books and would like to be part of her exclusive group of 

Happy Campers -- readers who promise to promote her work through reviews, 

brags, social media, etc. in return for swag, free books, gifts, etc. -- contact her 

at deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Marion Grace 
Newsletter Columnists: Carol Lavelle Snow 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

Joshua Danker-Dake 

President 
joshuadankerdake 

@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Rex Griffin 
Vice President 

rexgriffin@aol.com 

Carolyn Steele 

Hospitality Director 
mcarolyn.steele@cox.net 

Cindy Rose 
Editor  

cindy-rose@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Deniece Adsit 
Communications 

Director 
denieceasit@gmail.com 

NightScripts Submission Guidelines 
 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Cindy Rose 
 cindy-rose@cox.net 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES  

FROM YOUR EDITOR 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

GENRE FOCUS GROUPS 

 
The Genre Focus Groups program is an opportunity for NightWriters who 

write in the same genre to connect on an ongoing basis to support each 

other, exchange ideas, talk about marketing, read each other’s work, and 

offer feedback. If you’d like to be listed for a genre or to connect with 

other writers, let us know—we’ll be glad to help. 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.nightwriters.org

