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 We Need You    

by Joshua Danker-
Dake 

 President 

The Tulsa NightWriters Club needs you. Yes, you. No, I do not mean the 
other club members reading this article, the people you might assume are 
more qualified or more experienced or more suitable. You. 

Here we are well into the back stretch of my third year as the President of 
the Tulsa NightWriters. It is also, as I announced at our July meeting, my 
final year as your president. It’s been a great privilege to preside over this 
club, I’ve had a lot of fun doing it, it’s been incredibly rewarding, and I’m 
proud of the many things that we’ve accomplished together. And next year, it 
will be time for someone with fresh energy and new ideas to have a go at it. 

President will not be the only office up for election without an incumbent 
this November—Vice President and Communications Director will be open 
as well, as Rex Griffin and Deniece Adsit will also be stepping away from club 
leadership. But we’ll maintain some continuity: Marion Grace has stated her 
willingness to serve another year as Treasurer, Carolyn Steele is willing to 
come back as Hospitality Director, and Cindy Rose is willing to continue as 
Editor. 

Of course, any member in good standing can run for any office—that 
simply means that your dues are paid and you’ve attended at least 7 of the last 
12 meetings. This is a democracy, after all.  

You can find out more about the duties of each office at  

https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/by-laws/.  

If you’re worried that you’re unqualified, that you don’t have what it 
takes to serve the club, let me say this: nonsense. It’s a time commitment, 
sure, and it’s a bit of work. But let’s be honest—we’re not exactly doing 
rocket science over here. You can be an introvert and serve (I am). You can 
be really busy and serve (I am). You can have no idea what you’re doing when 
you start and serve (I certainly didn’t).  

I can tell you that serving this club is very much a collaborative effort. 
Each year, we’ve had a great group, and each board that I’ve been a part of 
has been a team, looking out for each other and helping each other. That’s the 
number one reason our boards have been so great year in and year out (in my 
opinion, of course), and I have no doubt that will continue.  
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To those of you who made it this far without getting scared 
off, if you’re interested in learning more about what one of the 
offices entails, we would love to speak with you personally. Any 
one of your Tulsa NightWriters officers would be delighted to 
talk to you one-on-one about what all is involved and what you 
can expect to make things as smooth and easy as possible. 

After all, the Tulsa NightWriters needs you. 

 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/by-laws/
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What is a critique group? Simply put, it’s a 

group of writers who meet regularly, in 

person or remotely, to give feedback on 

one another’s work. What are the benefits? 

In fact there are several, foremost of which 

is to get feedback on your writing. Other 

writers will see errors and weak spots that 

an author might miss. Equally important, if 

not more so, is to develop a critical eye for 

writing. Seeing the good and bad in the 

writing of others is of inestimable value in 

one’s writing journey. A third major 

benefit is the support one gets from the 

group, not only in the work itself, but also 

sharing information on conferences, 

workshops, help in marketing, 

promotions—even emotional support. 

Critique group members often become 

good friends. 

How do you form a critique group? First 

you need a leader or organizer, somebody 

or bodies to spearhead putting the thing 

together. (Probably YOU.) Will your 

group be genre-specific, restricted (by sex, 

level of experience, ethnicity, etc.) or more 

broadly based? Obviously you have to find 

other writers who want to participate. 

Where do you find them? Writing friends, 

word of mouth, conferences, workshops, 

groups like the Tulsa NightWriters Club 

(and our Genre Focus Groups), libraries 

(stick a notice on the bulletin board or talk 

to a librarian), or online are great places to 

start. A Google search will produce 

websites that link writers for that purpose, 

and there are Facebook pages set up to do 

so, as well. The members need to make a 

conscious commitment to the group, 

because it will demand time and effort 

which will vary depending on the group 

dynamics. 

Once a core group of writers makes a 

commitment, there are decisions to be 

made. How many members make a good 

mix? Where will you meet? Remote 

groups have to decide how to 

communicate, whether to use Skype, 

Facebook, e-mail, conference call, instant 

messaging, or even an occasional face-to-

face meeting. 

You’ll have to agree on ground rules for 

the group (and it doesn’t hurt to put those 

rules in writing). How often do you meet? 

How long will meetings last? How large a 

sample do members submit? How far in 

advance? Does each member submit 

regularly, on a rotating basis, or as 

needed? Are full draft read-throughs 

allowed? Can an author ask for a particular 

type of critique? Does each member 

critique all submissions, or is that on a 

rotating basis? For remote groups 

especially, when schedules conflict, what 

is the minimum number necessary for a 

meeting? 

A meeting agenda might be a good idea. 

Often there may be related writing topics 

the group might want to discuss, or to 

reserve time to catch up on one another’s 

lives and writing, publication, and/or 

marketing progress. You could even set 

aside time to address problems or discuss 

the guidelines. Going over the ground 

rules once a year or so is not a bad move. 

Whether a leader is permanent or rotates 

among the group, someone will likely need 

to facilitate the agenda. Someone will also 

need to reserve a meeting place or set up 

for a remote group. 

Every critic has the responsibility of giving 

helpful, respectful, substantial comments, 

addressing specific and sometimes general 

issues using the best of his/her knowledge. 

Point out an issue, explain why it is an 

issue, and, if possible, make suggestions 

how to fix it. The critic needs to bear in 

mind it’s the author’s writing. Do not 

rewrite it for them and do not expect them 

to write it the way you would. 

Usually critiques are done both orally and 

in written comments. If the critic cannot 

attend a meeting, the comments should be 

sent anyway. Try to begin feedback, orally 

in particular, with two positive statements. 

Focus your critique on the work, not the 

writer. Couch criticism in “I” terms, not 

“you.” (“I see a problem,” not, “you made 

a mistake.”) Describe issues sufficiently 

and clearly enough for the author to 

understand. Make your point and get off of 

it; don’t pound the author. That goes for 

repeating others’ points, too, though it is 

helpful to say you spotted the same issue. 

In receiving feedback the author needs to 

listen with an open mind and interrupt only 

to ask questions for clarification, not to 

explain, not to argue. The end of an oral 

critique is the time to explore issues or ask 

for additional input. A “thank you” is most 

welcome, too. 

Nothing ever goes perfectly smoothly, and 

critique groups are no exception. Once 

yours is established, you may run into 

problems. Your group may be too large or 

too small. You may seek new members, 

which requires vetting and possibly 

recruiting. You may have a member who 

won’t follow the guidelines, participate 

regularly, is impolite, disruptive, or has to 

“win” every discussion. All these 

problems, and more besides, should be 

discussed and addressed by the group 

using the guidelines. (This is where it 

helps to have them in writing.) 

Finally, celebrate each member's growth 

and successes. Support each other publicly 

and privately. Use personal platforms—

Facebook, blogs, Twitter, etc.—to promote 

each other's work. 

- - - 

A template for writing critiques is 

provided on the following page. 

 

RAMBLING REX 

Forming a Critique Group 

   by Rex Griffin 

 Vice-President 
www.nightwriters.org 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.nightwriters.org
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Story Title:   

Critiqued By:  

Author:  Phone:  

Date:  Email:   

 

General Thoughts: 

 

Initial Impression:  

  

Pros:  

Cons:  

Bottom Line:  

 

Plot: 

 

Pace and Flow:  

Strong Areas:  

Weak Areas:  

Loose Ends:  

Stand Out Moments:  

Stumbling Blocks:  

Comments:  

 

Characters: 

 

Believable?:  

Well Formed?:  

Strong Areas:  

Weak Areas:  

Comments:  

 

Grammar and Punctuation: 

 

Vocabulary:  

Word Repetition:  

Comments:  

 

Dialogue: 

Strong Areas:  

Weak Areas:  

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

Viewpoint: 

 

 

Conflict and Tension: 

 

 

Description: 

  

 

General: 

 

Readability: 

Comments:  

 

Bullet Items: 

 

  

 

RAMBLING REX 

Critique Group Template 

   by Rex Griffin 

 Vice-President 
www.nightwriters.org 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.nightwriters.org
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 August Meeting:  William Bernhardt 

Powerful Premise 

August 20, 2019 

7:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

This event is not affiliated in any way with the Tulsa City-County Library.  
The Library neither sponsors nor endorses this event, the speaker(s), nor the organization.  

 

You don’t want to miss the August meeting, where prolific writer William Bernhardt will be speaking 

on The Powerful Premise, the subject of one of his Red Sneaker fiction writing books. 

 

William Bernhardt is the author of forty-eight books, most recently Court of Killers (#1 Bestseller flag on Amazon), the second 

book in his new Daniel Pike legal thriller series. His previous works 

include the bestselling Ben Kincaid series, the historical novels Chal-
lengers of the Dust and Nemesis, two books of poetry (The White Bird 
and The Ocean’s Edge), and the Red Sneaker books on fiction writing. 

In addition, Bernhardt founded the Red Sneaker Writers Center to men-

tor aspiring writers. The Center hosts an annual writers conference, 

small-group writing retreats, a monthly newsletter, a phone app, and a 

bi-weekly podcast. More than three dozen of Bernhardt’s students have 

subsequently published with major houses. He is also the owner of Bal-

kan Press, which publishes poetry and fiction as well as the literary 

journal Conclave.  

Bernhardt has received the Southern Writers Guild’s Gold Medal 

Award, the Royden B. Davis Distinguished Author Award (University 

of Pennsylvania) and the H. Louise Cobb Distinguished Author Award 

(Oklahoma State), which is given "in recognition of an outstanding 

body of work that has profoundly influenced the way in which we un-

derstand ourselves and American society at large." He has been nomi-

nated for the Oklahoma Book Award eighteen times in three different 

categories, and has won the award twice. In 2019, he received the Arrell 

Gibson Lifetime Achievement Award from the Oklahoma Center for 

the Book. 

In addition to his novels and poetry, Bernhardt has written plays, a mu-

sical (book and score), humor, children stories, biography, and puzzles. 

He has edited two anthologies (Legal Briefs and Natural Suspect) as 

fundraisers for The Nature Conservancy and the Children’s Legal De-

fense Fund. In his spare time, he has enjoyed surfing, digging for dino-

saurs, trekking through the Himalayas, paragliding, scuba diving, cav-

ing, zip-lining over the canopy of the Costa Rican rain forest, and jump-

ing out of an airplane at 10,000 feet. In 2013, he became a Jeopardy! 
champion winning over $20,000. OSU named him “Oklahoma’s Ren-

aissance Man.” In 2017, when Bernhardt delivered the keynote address at the San Francisco Writers Conference, chairman Michael 

Larsen noted that in addition to penning novels, Bernhardt can “write a sonnet, play a sonata, plant a garden, try a lawsuit, teach a 

class, cook a gourmet meal, beat you at Scrabble, and work the New York Times crossword in under five minutes.” 
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Which Comes First? The Review or the Sale? 
by Derek Bullard 

 

For a number of years, I’ve wondered if the Tulsa NightWriters as a whole could help each other in book 

sales by reading the work of fellow members and posting reviews. I really had no idea. Oh, I had some ideas, 

but I didn’t know if (from Amazon’s point of view) they were practical, illegal, underhanded, ethical, or in 

the least bit feasible. 

Next, I wondered… How about forming a committee and getting some of you involved in finding out? 

The first step entailed seeking approval from the Club Board to form such a committee, whose purpose 

would be to “brainstorm ideas and implement strategies to help authors help each other to get 20 or more 

valid Amazon reviews for their books.” 

The Board agreed. An announcement at a meeting earlier this year called for volunteers. Some brave souls 

responded. Here are the results of that effort: 

The committee of volunteers consisted of me, Mitchel Phelps, Faith Wylie, John Fulton, 

Maithili Fulton, Bill Wetterman, with Club President Joshua Danker-Dake kept in the loop. (I 

am so grateful for their participation!) 

We built the team from the start sharing ownership of what we were hoping to accom-

plish.·Our initial meeting consisted of brainstorming and sharing ideas about what we knew, 

didn’t know, and weren’t sure if we knew as to the ins and outs of achieving legitimate re-

views on Amazon. Several members then conducted research on the results of those discus-

sions and reported back to the committee. 

Our hope was that there might be some way we could work out a system where members 

could help each other in several ways, including reviewing each other’s books, sharing each 

other’s books with friends/family for reviews, and promoting outside those circles to folks we 

didn’t know. 

Our findings reveal that Amazon is a tricky beast in that reviews won’t be recognized or 

can be taken down if the author gave away the book for free, sold the book to someone (but 

not through Amazon), paid for a review, exchanged reviews, etc. 

Bottom line is that for reviews to be considered legitimate, the book review has to be writ-

ten by a verified purchaser. 

Our conclusion in general is that soliciting reviews before promoting the book for sale is 

putting the cart before the horse. If efforts are made to sell books, the books that are sold will 

generate a certain percentage of reviews, and the snowball builds from there. 

Obviously, this is not the result I had set out for. We wanted to have better news, but hope this infor-

mation is helpful going forward. We will continue to see if we can come up with other ideas and will monitor 

the efforts of members as they try different things to get reviews. 

Also, if you happen to know something we don’t…please let us know. 
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

 

 

About the Author 

 

Carol has an M.F.A. in 

drama from OU but got 

into the habit of 

t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h 

i n s t e a d — a t  O h i o 

University, TCC, ORU, 

and Spartan. She has 

acted in many plays 

and directed a few. Her 

scripts have appeared 

on the Narrat ive 

Television Network and 

at Spotlight Theater. 

She’s published two 

novels and several 

short stories. You can 

find her poetry online in 

magazines like Songs 

of Eretz and StepAway 

Magazine, and in print 

in several journals, 

including The Lyric, 

Harp-Strings Poetry 

J o u r n a l ,  a n d 

Crosstimbers. 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

“Done” and “Finished” 

by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

Books  
Authored and 
Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle 

Snow      

  

 

I have always heard that people are “finished” and cakes are “done.”  So it is 

improper to say, “I’m done,” when you finish a task.  That is, people cannot 

be “done” because they aren’t cooked. 

 

Last month I talked about how “myself” is being used in ways that were unac-

ceptable in the past.  The same is true of “done.” Some say that “done” does-

n’t always refer to something that is cooked.  Sometimes it means that the 

“doing” is “done.”  Therefore, it is correct to say, “My homework is done,” 

even though homework isn’t cooked.     

 

Still others say it is perfectly okay to say, “I’m done,” instead of saying “I’m 

finished” because it is widely used today.             

 

Modern grammar books don’t even mention these words, so the distinction 

must not be very important.  It’s only important to people like me who have 

had these distinctions drilled into us—me and a few picky editors.  

mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow
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Inspiration Zone 

 

 

 

Sue McMurphy:  When I moved to Tulsa 7 years 

ago, I felt thrilled with my spacious, sunny office. 

Since then, I have cluttered it with books, papers, 

Star Trek figurines, castles, unicorns, photos of my 

writing pals, art work, and anything else that inspires 

me. My writing trophies are close at hand, including 

two OWFI Creme de la Creme Awards. I need extra 

space to spread out stacks of chapters and notes, 

so I now have a folding table blocking the sunny 

atrium doors. What a shame! But the writing is im-

portant to me, and this nest is where my creativity is 

born. 
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Inspiration Zone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do you write?  Send a photo and a brief description  to me at Cindy-Rose@cox.net 

to share with your fellow NightWriters in the next edition of NightScripts. 

Donna Jones’ favorite place to write is at the 
Writers’ Colony in Eureka Springs.  

This is Faith Wylie’s temporary desk as they wait to rebuild 
their house lost to fire. 

The writing room of 
Joshua Danker-Dake. 



AUGUST 2019      PAGE 9 N IGHTSCRIPTS 

 

New Rules for TNWC’s Annual Flash Writing Contest 
By Marion Grace 

  

Because the original deadline to submit for our Flash Writing Contest is Labor Day, the deadline has been pushed 

back to Friday, September 6th at 11:59pm. Send your submission(s) with the $5 fee for each to Marion Grace at 

jnmgrace@att.net. 

Remember that the job of finding the judge and selecting the beginning prompt is handled by the TNWC Board. 

Therefore, members of the board are not allowed to submit. 

We started our contest June 1st so everyone has three months to write. The judge will be given three months to 

give a critique. We will have our three winners announced at the club’s Christmas Party. Honorable Mention is at 

the discretion of the judge. 

The board has chosen our prompt for the 2019 Flash Writing Contest. All entries must start with the following 

four words:  

                                   the sun shone cold 
Notice there are no capital letters, quotation marks, nor is there a period. That is so you can add them or not. 

It’s all up to you. 

  

Here are the rules for our Flash Writing Contest: 

  

 Maximum limit is 500 words, including the title. Total may be less than 500.  

 Each submission needs a separate title page with the title, author’s name, address, phone number and 

email. If the author’s name appears anywhere else, the submission will be disqualified. 

 Each submission must start with the following opening words:  The sun shone cold 

 Each submission must have a $5.00 submission fee attached. Cash and Checks are accepted. 

 Start your first page with the word count in the upper right corner of the header. 

 The rest of the pages can use the header for an abbreviated title on the upper left, and the page numbers in 

the upper right corner starting with the second page.  

 Words in the header will not add to the total word count.  

 Use 12-point font, Times New Roman or one similar which gives approximately 250 words or 25 lines 

per page. 

 Our contest will begin officially on June 1st.  All submissions and fees should be sent to Marion Grace at 

jnmgrace@att.net no later than Friday, September 6th at 11:59 pm. You will get a notice that I have re-

ceived your submission(s). 

Any questions? Contact Marion Grace at jnmgrace@att.net. 

 

 

 

News Worth Repeating 

mailto:jnmgrace@att.net


M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Journalist, Genealogist, 
Author of Historical 

Fiction and Nonfiction 
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Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

 

Romance Author 

Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

 
 

 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

Yes, it’s Hot out there, baby.   

But it’s cool in the library.  

Get thee to thy Tulsa NightWriters 

Club meeting this month and learn 

about Powerful Premise from William 

Bernhardt. 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com


 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  

          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 

* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 

* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

       Authors Wanted for  

       Sizzle in the Kitchen Blog 

I have started a new blog series concerning where authors cook. I would so 
love for you to share about your world through your kitchen and cooking. 
One author will be featured each week. Share pictures, recipes, your books 
and genre, etc., anything that will make you shine (or sizzle). This is meant 
to be fun, light, and insightful to your world. It’s a great way to get some 
new readers and much deserved attention. I will let you know when you will 
go live so you can promote on social media. I will do the same. Interested? Tierney James 

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

Deborah Camp is looking for "street team" members. If you or someone you 

know enjoys her books and would like to be part of her exclusive group of 

Happy Campers -- readers who promise to promote her work through reviews, 

brags, social media, etc. in return for swag, free books, gifts, etc. -- contact her 

at deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Marion Grace 
Newsletter Columnists: Carol Lavelle Snow 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

Joshua Danker-Dake 

President 
joshuadankerdake 

@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Rex Griffin 
Vice President 

rexgriffin@aol.com 

Carolyn Steele 

Hospitality Director 
mcarolyn.steele@cox.net 

Cindy Rose 
Editor  

cindy-rose@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Deniece Adsit 
Communications 

Director 
denieceasit@gmail.com 

NightScripts Submission Guidelines 
 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Cindy Rose 
 cindy-rose@cox.net 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES  

FROM YOUR EDITOR 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

GENRE FOCUS GROUPS 

 
The Genre Focus Groups program is an opportunity for NightWriters who 

write in the same genre to connect on an ongoing basis to support each 

other, exchange ideas, talk about marketing, read each other’s work, and 

offer feedback. If you’d like to be listed for a genre or to connect with 

other writers, let us know—we’ll be glad to help. 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.nightwriters.org

