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 A Bit of Advice  

by Joshua Danker-
Dake 

 President 

I watch and read a lot of online fitness content. There’s a ton 
of it out there. Some of it is good, some of it is bad, and a huge 
percentage of it is completely awful. It’s a saturated market filled not 
only with people who have no idea what they’re talking about but also 
with those who feel compelled to say and suggest ridiculous things to 
try to stand out to get attention, followers, likes, and clicks. 

If you don’t know what you’re doing—if you don’t know 
your stuff on a basic, foundational level—it can be very difficult to sort 
the good from the bad. 

It’s the same with writing, minus the steroids and maybe 
substituting ineffective workshops for ineffective supplements. There’s 
a lot of bad writing advice out there. The majority of it tends to be 
overly legalistic/prescriptivist, or else it’s over-generalized simply 
because we don’t know any better. And, not entirely unlike how a lot 
of terrible fitness content comes from the mouths of people with 
bulging biceps and washboard abs, a lot of this sort of writing advice is 
attributed to famous, successful writers—who can argue with them? 

Well, I can, and I guess I will. Let me give you an example of 
this overly legalistic sort of advice. Kurt Vonnegut once said, “Here is 
a lesson in creative writing. First rule: Do not use semicolons. They 
are transvestite hermaphrodites representing absolutely nothing. All 
they do is show you’ve been to college.” 

I confess that I do not know what terrible crimes semicolons 
ever committed against Mr. Vonnegut. I claim no superiority to him in 
any way, but as both a writer and an editor, I recognize the role that 
the semicolon plays as a legitimate punctuation mark, and I support its 
correct use in moderation. Yes, even in fiction. 

Be wary of “always”/“never” advice. There’s a science to 
writing, to be sure, but let’s not suck all the art out of it. That’s really 
the danger of excessive writing by the “rules”—and it can be a slippery 
slope toward ending up with a lifeless, mechanical, and ultimately 
unreadable work (it’s not as bad as ending up with an irrevocably  
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damaged L5 vertebra because you never learned how to 
deadlift properly, but it’s still pretty bad). 

And then there’s advice of the more general sort. 
I’m sure you see a ton of this on social media. Write every 
day! Kill your darlings! Just start writing! Stay focused! 
(That last one’s the writing equivalent of “eat less and ex-
ercise more,” and equally as useful.) 

Is there truth in these things? Yes, in their proper 
context, of course there is. But are they helpful? 

Tolstoy said, “I always write in the morning … 
In the morning one’s head is particularly fresh. The best 
thoughts most often come in the morning after waking 
while still in bed or during the walk.” 

H.P. Lovecraft said, “At night, when the objec-
tive world has slunk back into its cavern and left dreamers 
to their own, there come inspirations and capabilities im-
possible at any less magical and quiet hour. No one knows 
whether or not he is a writer unless he has tried writing at 
night.” 

Continued on Page 3 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
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For me, making your reader feel 
your viewpoint character’s emotions is 
key to great fiction. Your job, as a 
writer, is to put your reader in the 
scene with the character, living the 
story through the character’s thoughts, 
feelings, and point of view. 

For battle scenes, though, some 
authors leave out a character’s thoughts 
or emotions, even sensory perceptions. 
They claim that is the reality of combat, 
and cite veterans who say they didn’t 
think or feel during a fight, they just 
acted. 

My first reaction to that is: if they 
didn’t feel anything, why were they 
pumped so full of adrenaline? I’m no 
psychologist but I suspect, on a 
subliminal level, there’s a lot about the 
trauma of battle veterans won’t allow 
themselves to remember. There are 
plenty of examples, including a close 
friend of mine who was awarded the 
Bronze Star for Valor for an action he 
took in Vietnam. Until they read the 
citation, he didn’t remember any of it 
and swears to this day he doesn’t recall 
a moment of what happened. (And, 
yes, he suffers from Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder.) 

My second reaction to the claim of 
combat realism is: fiction is not reality. 

Bernard Cornwell, to my mind 
and countless others, is the best writer 
of battle scenes in fiction today. Now I 
don’t know the man, but from what I 
can gather he has never been in combat. 
Yet whether it’s Uhtred of Bebbanberg 
swinging a sword in a shield wall, 

Richard Sharpe driving Napoleon’s 
soldiers from a Portuguese hamlet, or 
Thomas of Hookton filling French 
knights full of arrows, you, the reader, 
will be by their side experiencing the 
battle as if you were there. 

How does Cornwell do it? All his 
books start with strong viewpoint 
characters. Dissect one of his combat 
scenes and you’ll find that character 
obeying a pattern. Every line or bit of 
action in the battle is followed by a 
thought, a feeling, or—crucially and 
most often—an immediate sensory 
perception, in an almost one-to-one 
ratio. It makes his battle scenes both 
vivid and impactful. 

Emulating Mr. Cornwell is one 
way to write a compelling battle scene. 
Or you could approach it from a 
different angle. 

Film directors usually create 
storyboards for their combat scenes, 
planning each shot, then editing them 
together to build the action. You can do 
something similar. Try this: visualize 
your battle, and choose the four or five 
most crucial freeze frames of your 
fight. Analyze these mental pictures to 
find something people wouldn’t 
necessarily notice. What does your 
viewpoint character feel about that 
detail at that precise moment? Throw 
out the first, obvious feelings like 
shock, fear, and anger. For each step go 
to his/her deeper, secondary 
emotions—or even the third level, 
surprise emotions. Write each freeze 
frame with those details, then mold 

them together into the scene. 
By focusing on less conspicuous 

details and unexpected emotions, your 
battle scenes become sharp and 
effective. Component shots make the 
action easy to follow. 

With either Bernard Cornwell’s or 
the film director’s method of writing 
combat—or a combination of both—
details and character emotions are 
essential. As they are in all fiction. 

 
 

*** 
Our July 16 meeting will be a 

little different. Centered around our 
Genre Focus Groups, we will meet face
-to-face to discuss the challenges and 
opportunities associated with the 
varying genres. The curious will have a 
chance to sample different aspects of 
writing, and we will all get to interact 
with our fellow Nightwriters. 

 
Though the speaker schedule for 

the meetings is more-or-less full, we 
could still use your ideas and 
preferences for speakers for October 
26’s mini-conference. Please see me at 
the next meeting or e-mail me with 
your ideas at rexgriffin@aol.com. (Yes, 
I am a computer dinosaur.) Please put 
“Nightwriters” in the e-mail subject line 
so it won’t go to my spam folder. 

 

 

RAMBLING REX 

Writing Battle Scenes 

   by Rex Griffin 

 Vice-President 
www.nightwriters.org 

http://www.joshuadankerdake.com/
http://www.nightwriters.org
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July Meeting:  Getting the Most From Your Genre Focus Groups 

July 16, 2019 

7:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

This event is not affiliated in any way with the Tulsa City-County Library.  
The Library neither sponsors nor endorses this event, the speaker(s), nor the organization.  

Writing is a solitary task. We read alone. We research alone. We write alone. While this is great 

most of the time, it’s an environment that can become stale, limiting the impact we have on our readers. 

Occasional interaction with like-minded people keeps our momentum going while expanding our base 

of knowledge. 

TulsaNightwriters often puts out new ideas to promote the craft of writing and to elevate the qual-

ity of the work we produce, whether it’s a book, a poem, or a short story. Our most recent endeavor is 

Genre Focus Groups, designed to facilitate connections among writers of similar style. These interac-

tions benefit both seasoned authors and those struggling through their first draft. For the newbies, it’s a 

great opportunity to ask questions and engage in one-on-one dialogue with other scribes of similar sto-

ries. More experienced writers gain confidence from sharing their knowledge, which is critical in the 

marketing phase of the process. 

Genre focus groups can be anything from an informal coffee meeting to a more structured critique 

group. The key is to make it what you need for your progress. 

Our next club meeting is November 16, 2019. It will be centered around the Genre Focus Groups. 

Tables will be set up by genre(s). Members and guests are encouraged to participate in a discussion of 

what would benefit them most. 

Did I mention there will be cookies involved? Come enjoy the celebration of the new groups and 

meet your tribe, if you haven’t already done so.  

A Bit of Advice, Continued from Page 1 

 

God knows I have a hard enough time carving out a single time of day to write; there’s no way I’m ever going to 
achieve both morning and night writing. Semicolon! 

Maybe you’ve seen a quote like this passed off as catch-all writing advice, when the person regurgitating it is likely do-
ing so because it already aligns with his/her own writing habits. But even if we have good writing foundations in place, what 
works for one person doesn’t necessarily work for another. 

It’s natural to seek out advice, to absorb what you see, hear, and read, especially when you’re just starting out or look-
ing to branch out or improve in a particular area. But don’t feel obligated to try to hammer a square peg into a round hole just 
because somebody famous said that square pegs are great. 

Not all advice is good. But even within the vast realm of advice that is good, not everything is helpful to you. Back to 
fitness one last time: there are so many great exercises—but I can’t do all of them on a single program—at least not on a pro-
gram that’s effective. I have to figure out which ones work for me and what I’m trying to achieve. 

It’s the same with writing advice. Be open to new ideas and ways of doing things, but be critical and evaluate what 
comes your way. Sort through it and figure out what works for you, and your writing will be better for it. 
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

 

 

About the Author 

 

Carol has an M.F.A. in 

drama from OU but got 

into the habit of 

t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h 

i n s t e a d — a t  O h i o 

University, TCC, ORU, 

and Spartan. She has 

acted in many plays 

and directed a few. Her 

scripts have appeared 

on the Narrat ive 

Television Network and 

at Spotlight Theater. 

She’s published two 

novels and several 

short stories. You can 

find her poetry online in 

magazines like Songs 

of Eretz and StepAway 

Magazine, and in print 

in several journals, 

including The Lyric, 

Harp-Strings Poetry 

J o u r n a l ,  a n d 

Crosstimbers. 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

Revisiting “Myself” 

by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

Books  
Authored and 
Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle 

Snow      

I love Sherlock Holmes and Perry Mason because I like to match wits 

with the authors.  But I’m jarred by how often “myself” is misused in both.  

Sherlock Holmes was first published in the late 1800’s, and the Perry Mason 

TV series aired in the 1960s.  I can understand writers misusing “myself” to-

day but am puzzled by the words that sometimes come out of the mouths of 

these  detectives.  Authors were more careful about grammar when these clas-

sics were written.     

Perry Mason says, “Paul and myself will leave early.”  (Paul and I)  
Sherlock Holmes says, “He is in much the same position as myself.” (as 

I—am is understood) 

“English Language and Usage” does a good job of explaining these er-

rors.  https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/1176/when-is-it-correct-to-

use-yourself-and-myself-versus-you-and-me?rq=1   Go to the middle of the 

page and read the yellow passage called “usage.”  The author is simply saying 

that in these cases usage has changed and that “Such uses almost always oc-

cur when the speaker or writer is referring to himself or herself as an object of 

discourse rather than as a participant in discourse.”  He thinks it is okay to 

make this distinction.   

However, Perry Mason might also ask Paul to “Buy tickets for Della and 

myself.”  (Della and me)   

People probably make this mistake because they shy away from using 

“me.” They’ve probably been reprimanded for saying “John and me are going 

to leave.”  Of course it should be “John and I.” “Me” should not be used as a 

subject.       

But actually, I agree with the assessment of the first two sentences at 

“English Language and Usage.”   After all, rules change over time—

according to usage.  I admit though that grammar rules change very slowly.  

And your editor might not accept change.        

mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow
https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/1176/when-is-it-correct-to-use-yourself-and-myself-versus-you-and-me?rq=1
https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/1176/when-is-it-correct-to-use-yourself-and-myself-versus-you-and-me?rq=1
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Michael Koch has a western entitled: The True Meaning of Togetherness, which 

was published as part of 52 western short stories in the book; ‘Time to Myself’ by Scott 

Harris. It’s available through Amazon.com.  

  

 

 

Also just out in the Spring/Summer issue of Saddlebag Dispatches is Michael's featured 

story: 'Comanche, The Heroic Warhorse Who Survived the Battle of the Little Bighorn.' 

This is his second western to be published in Saddlebag Dispatches.  

 

 

 

 

On June 1st, Marion Grace went to the Arkansas Writers Conference 2019, where she received several 

awards in their writing contest: 

 

Mistletoe Contest Award, First Honorable Mention for "Fangs, Claws, and Chatter"  

Dilemma Contest Award, First Honorable Mention for "Stymied"  

On-the-Spot Prose Award,First Place for "Halloween"  

   

 

For anyone that finds themselves in the Oklahoma City area on August 10th, Carolyn Steele will be pre-

senting a program on research, titled, “Getting it Right in the First Place,” for the Wordwrights Christian 

Writers group. They meet at Epworth Villa located at the corner of North Penn and NW 150th Street (or for 

GPS users - 14901 N Pennsylvania Ave). The program starts at 10am. 

Carolyn Steele 

 

 

Faith Wylie and her husband appreciate all the encouragement from their friends following their house 

fire. They lost all of their library and computers, including all the research books for her second novel. She 

says, "The OWFI judge panned my first 25 pages and synopsis, so starting afresh might be good. I had 

emailed my draft to myself so I do have that. Contractors will clear our lot on Oologah Lake and we will 

build a new house." 

 

 

 

BRAGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Inspiration Zone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This corner of our sunroom/dog’s room holds the second-hand wingback chair I bought so I could 

spend more time with Molly, our black lab, who hangs out most of the day here. The table is a used, 

hospital-type bedside table that easily adjusts up and down. 

 

I have a perfectly good office with purple walls, a desk for the family PC, a credenza, and bookcases, 

but lately, I can’t seem to write there, other than checking emails and working on NightScripts. 

 

Since I moved my laptop to the sunroom, not only is .Molly happy for the company, I find I can con-

centrate on the creative side of writing there, near my ever-growing collection of succulents and cacti.  

The page-count on my novel has soared.   

 

Where do you write?  Send a photo and a brief description  to me at Cindy-Rose@cox.net 

to share with your fellow NightWriters in the next edition of NightScripts. 
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New Rules for TNWC’s Annual Flash Writing Contest 
By Marion Grace 

  

As a result of the survey sent to TNWC membership, the Annual Flash Writing Contest has been changed in 

the following ways:  

 We have several award-winning, published authors who have agreed to be on our annual available judges list. 

This list excludes TNWC authors and is being compiled from continuing responses from 18 area writers’ clubs. 

The list will continue to grow and be an answer to finding a judge.  The board will find the judge from the list. 

The board will give the opening prompt that will allow participation by non-fiction, fiction, poetry, or any genre. 

The board members will not be allowed to participate in the contest.  TNWC will pay the judge $100 for the first 

25 entries and another $4 for each additional entry. This payment is for a substantial critique from the judge for 

each entry. The funds for this is from the club, not from the submission fee.  After the contest is completed, the 

judge may identify him/herself to get credit as a judge.  

The contest will begin June 1st with a deadline to submit to be Monday, September 2nd at 11:59 pm. That 

gives everyone 3 months to write, 3 months will be given to the judge, and results will be ready by Saturday, No-

vember 30th. 

There will be a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd prize with honorable mentions at the discretion of the judge. The amount of 

money given in the first three prizes will depend on the number of submissions at $5.00 each. The winners will be 

announced at our annual Christmas party. 

It is our hope that more members will participate with the changes we are introducing.  

The board has chosen our prompt for the 2019 Flash Writing Contest. All entries must start with the following 

four words:  

                                   the sun shone cold 
Notice there are no capital letters, quotation marks, nor is there a period. That is so you can add them or not. 

It’s all up to you. 

  

Here are the rules for our Flash Writing Contest: 

  

 Maximum limit is 500 words, including the title. Total may be less than 500.  

 Each submission needs a separate title page with the title, author’s name, address, phone number and 

email. If the author’s name appears anywhere else, the submission will be disqualified. 

 Each submission must start with the following opening words:  The sun shone cold 

 Each submission must have a $5.00 submission fee attached. Cash and Checks are accepted. 

 Start your first page with the word count in the upper right corner of the header. 

 The rest of the pages can use the header for an abbreviated title on the upper left, and the page numbers in 

the upper right corner starting with the second page.  

 Words in the header will not add to the total word count.  

 Use 12-point font, Times New Roman or one similar which gives approximately 250 words or 25 lines 

per page. 

 Our contest will begin officially on June 1st.  All submissions and fees should be sent to Marion Grace at 

jnmgrace@att.net no later than Monday, September 2nd at 11:59 pm. You will get a notice that I have re-

ceived your submission(s). 

Any questions? Contact Marion Grace at jnmgrace@att.net. 

 

News Worth Repeating 

mailto:jnmgrace@att.net


M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Journalist, Genealogist, 
Author of Historical 

Fiction and Nonfiction 
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Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

 

Romance Author 

Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

 
 

 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

Joshua Danker-Dake speaking to NightWriters 
on June  18 about Sentence– and Paragraph-
Level Editing.  If you missed this meeting, your 
missed out! 

Thanks for the photo, Kathleen Smith. 

Don’t miss out on the July meeting, on Tuesday, 
July  16, when NightWriters break into Genre 
Groups to get to know each other better and talk 
about — what else? — their favorite writing 
genres.  And did I mention there will be cookies 
involved? 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com


 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  

          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 

* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 

* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

       Authors Wanted for  

       Sizzle in the Kitchen Blog 

I have started a new blog series concerning where authors cook. I would so 
love for you to share about your world through your kitchen and cooking. 
One author will be featured each week. Share pictures, recipes, your books 
and genre, etc., anything that will make you shine (or sizzle). This is meant 
to be fun, light, and insightful to your world. It’s a great way to get some 
new readers and much deserved attention. I will let you know when you will 
go live so you can promote on social media. I will do the same. Interested? Tierney James 

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

Deborah Camp is looking for "street team" members. If you or someone you 

know enjoys her books and would like to be part of her exclusive group of 

Happy Campers -- readers who promise to promote her work through reviews, 

brags, social media, etc. in return for swag, free books, gifts, etc. -- contact her 

at deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:deborahcampauthor@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Marion Grace 
Newsletter Columnists: Carol Lavelle Snow 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

Joshua Danker-Dake 

President 
joshuadankerdake 

@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Rex Griffin 
Vice President 

rexgriffin@aol.com 

Carolyn Steele 

Hospitality Director 
mcarolyn.steele@cox.net 

Cindy Rose 
Editor  

cindy-rose@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 

JULY 2019      PAGE 10 N IGHTSCRIPTS 

TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Deniece Adsit 
Communications 

Director 
denieceasit@gmail.com 

NightScripts Submission Guidelines 
 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Cindy Rose 
 cindy-rose@cox.net 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES  

FROM YOUR EDITOR 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

GENRE FOCUS GROUPS 

 
The Genre Focus Groups program is an opportunity for NightWriters who 

write in the same genre to connect on an ongoing basis to support each 

other, exchange ideas, talk about marketing, read each other’s work, and 

offer feedback. If you’d like to be listed for a genre or to connect with 

other writers, let us know—we’ll be glad to help. 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.nightwriters.org

