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ow can you tell whether you’ve improved in the 
craft? Yes, there are lots of external indicators, 
like awards and publication and the affirmation 

of your peers, and while those things are indeed wonderful, let’s 
put them aside for a moment.  

     Let’s say it’s just you, alone with your writing, with no outside 
input of any kind. How do you know whether you’ve improved in 
the craft? Can you accurately self-evaluate? I think it’s incredibly 
helpful to be able to look at our writing and say, “I could be doing 
this better,” or, even more satisfyingly, “I’ve certainly got a better 
handle on that than I used to.” 

     I’m currently in the process of beginning a novel that I’ve been 
thinking about for several years. The primary reason I hadn’t 
started it before is that I didn’t have a good enough handle on one 
of my two main characters. I had the setting. I had the concept. I 
had the overall storyline, and I had the cast of characters all 
worked out, but I didn’t have a good sense of my heroine’s 
motivations and goals. You write a story with a character like that, 
and you have a high risk of your story being either unbelievable or 
boring—in this case, it definitely would have been the latter. 

     It took me some time to figure those things out—to come up 
with goals and motivations that were, not only believable, but  
would make the character more complex and interesting—but 
now that I have, the last of the major story obstacles has been 
removed, and I’m ready to go.  

     There was a time in my writing life when I wouldn’t have 
recognized this lack, when I would have forged ahead heedless, 
and best case, I would have ended up with a book that was okay 
but not remarkable. Passable. Three stars out of five. Sales on the  
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magnitude of “several dozen sold!” and “one of my friends 
bought two copies. . . .” Nobody wants that. 

     How did I get from there to here? Put simply, I learned. I 
developed a better understanding of what elements make for 
a good story—of what, specifically, a story that I like contains 
(in this case, interesting characters pursuing goals that are 
meaningful to them). And how did that happen? I think there 
were two main ways. One was learning directly from others, 
whether through books on writing, or workshops, or critique 
groups, or speakers at conferences.  

     The second was making the effort to analyze and think 
about the stories I ingested, in any format—books, short 
stories, films, video games, everything. I say this a lot: you 
can learn lessons from any story, no matter how good or bad. 
It’s a skill that can be developed through practice, and it’s one 
I’ve learned a lot from. 

     Once cultivated, that skill can be turned inward, on one’s 
own work. Of course, being as objective as possible with 
one’s own writing is a skill of its own, which is why countless 
writing books admonish us to be ruthless in killing our 
darlings and such. I know this much: if something I write  

 

bores me, it’s going to bore other people. If something I 
write doesn’t compel me to turn the pages, it’s unlikely to 
compel too many other people, either. I have to be able to 
unflinchingly examine my work with a truly critical eye, 
looking for flaws, wanting to find them, to fix them, to refuse to 
settle for what I think (probably wrongly) is passable or good 
enough.  

     It’s a practice that can be difficult and painful to cultivate, 
but I’m extremely glad that I’m doing it (not that I have 
already attained mastery, but I press on toward the goal), 
because learning to critically self-examine isn’t simply a way 
to improve in the craft of writing; it informs and facilitates a 
myriad of other ways to improve, as well.  

LLOYD’S BEACON (CONT .) 

Continued from page 1 

DEREK’S DESK 

 
he late Arthur Gordon 
“Art” Linkletter radio/
television personality and 
author is probably most 

famous for his observation that “Kids 
do say the darndest things.” 
 
     For the past seven years, I’ve had the 
great pleasure of  experiencing this  

 
firsthand as a “Paired Reader” or 
“Reading Buddy” at Hoover 
Elementary. The joke in the principal’s 
office is that I’ve “repeated kindergarten 
two times; second grade, three times; 
and third grade, twice!” The reason 
being that I’ve followed the same 
teacher, Mrs. K., each year to the grade 
she’s teaching. 

     As a reading buddy, my task is to 
spend about 30 minutes every week 
listening to kids read their favorite 
books. Notice, I said “listening” and not 
“reading to them.” I’m simply a helper 
watching over their shoulder to nudge 
them along when they stumble. The art 
of it is knowing  when to offer 
correction and when to let things slide a 
bit when they get on a roll. The joy of it 
is when they progress from learning the 
sound of the words to the meaning of 
the words to the meaning of the context 
of the words to experiencing the 
themes, ideas, and flavor of what the 
books they are reading are all about. 
 
     As you can imagine, the 
kindergarteners were the most 

 Reading Buddies 

            by Derek Bullard 

                        

                                              TNWC Vice President 

T 
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challenging, as I had the task of four of 
them at once, all reading to me at the 
same time (sort of) or, more often than 
not, crawling under the table, sliding 
around on the floor, or poking at each 
other. Unfortunately, each week, I have 
different readers, so I don’t get the 
opportunity to really mentor  
one-on-one for the entire school year, 
but I do see a progressive improvement 
in the overall group, as I’m not the only 
buddy working with them each week. 
 
     With the younger ones, each session 
presents different kinds of readers, and I 
have to adapt accordingly. There are 
those who simply read the book, word 
for word. Then there are the ones who 
figure out the words by looking at the 
pictures. Then there are some who pay 
no attention to the words but go off 
telling a story of their own. 
 
     For instance, the first grader who, 
when coming across the mention of a 
cave in a story, stopped and looked at 
me with a big smile.  
 
     “You know what?” 
 
     “What?” 
 
     “Once, me and my Daddy were in a 
cave, and it was so dark we couldn’t see.  

 
We went outside and ate some carrots, 
and when we went back into the cave, 
we could see!” 
 
     “That’s pretty cool.” 
 
     “And you know what else?” 
 
     “What?” 
 
     “My brother has a wasp nest in his 
belly button.” 
 
     I’ve had the great pleasure of hearing 
the gamut read aloud to me, from The  
Very Hungry Caterpillar to Captain 
Underpants, Dog Man Unleashed and the 
Minecraft: Construction Handbook.  
 
     I’m certain the third-grade girl who 
read the Handbook to me for thirty 
minutes, without taking a breath, is 
going to grow up to be the greatest 
mechanical engineer ever. 
 
     Art Linkletter also said, “Do a little 
more than you're paid to. Give a little 
more than you have to. Try a little 
harder than you want to. Aim a little 
higher than you think possible, and give 
a lot of thanks to God for health, family, 
and friends.” 
 
 

     
     So, I’d like to encourage you to 
contact your local elementary school 
before the end of the summer and 
volunteer to be a “Reading Buddy.” It is 
the best thirty minutes a week you can 
invest in a young reader’s life. After all, 
if we are going to write books, we’re 
going to need readers. 
 
     Sometimes the ride is 
educational. 
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                       Notable Quote 
              

“OUR CHIEF WANT IN LIFE IS SOMEBODY WHO WILL MAKE US DO WHAT WE CAN.”  
 

                     — RALPH  WALDO EMERSON  

Continued from page 2 
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OUR JULY MEETING 

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 
 

 

The Speaker: 
   

Karen Barros, Owner of  
Another Chapter Bookstore 

 

The Program: 
   

The Relationship Between a Local 
Bookstore  

and a Local Author 

 
 Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

7:00 p.m.-8:20 p.m. 

 
uly is heating up, and we have just the 
speaker for our mid-summer meeting to help 
us focus on those writing projects. Karen 

Barros will be speaking on the topic "The Relationship 
Between a Local Bookstore and a Local Author.” Many 
of our authors have already had the opportunity to do 
book signings for her, and this will be a chance to help 
us all be better prepared when these occasions arise.  
 
     Karen Barros opened Another Chapter Bookstore 
shortly after retiring from teaching. She taught English  

 
and literature in Owasso for 24 years and for two years 
in Berryhill. She tells us she is an avid reader and is 
“very passionate about books.” Karen has been married 
for 35 years, and she has “four beautiful children, all of 
whom help me at the store.” She started working with 
local authors shortly after opening the store and says it 
has been an exciting adventure. 
 
     So, come in out of the heat and bring a friend, as 
well, to our next meeting! 

J 

                       Notable Quote 
              

“MY MENTOR SAID, ‘LET’S GO DO IT,’ NOT ‘YOU GO DO IT.’  

HOW POWERFUL WHEN SOMEONE SAYS, ‘LET’S!’ ”  
 

                — JIM ROHN 

 



 

 

 
hough a lot of people might say, “This sock is different than the 
other,” it is more correct to use “from.” “This sock is different from 
the other.” The English, on the other hand, like to use “to.”  “This 
sock is different to the other.”   

 

     But it is correct to use “different than” when introducing a clause: “The house 

seems different than I remembered.” Or you might just say, “The house seems 

different from the way I remembered it.” Both are correct.          
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About the Author 
 

Carol has an M.F.A. in 

drama from OU but got 

into the habit of teaching 

English instead—at Ohio 

University, TCC, ORU, 

and Spartan. She has 

acted in many plays and 

directed a few. Her scripts 

have appeared on the 

Narrative Television 

Network and at Spotlight 

Theater. She’s published 

two novels and several 

short stories. You can find 

her poetry online in 

magazines like Songs of 

Eretz and StepAway 

Magazine, and in print in 

several journals, including 

The Lyric, Harp-Strings 

Poetry Journal, and 

Crosstimbers. 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

Different “Than,” “From,” or “To”? 
 

   by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

 T 

Books  
Authored and 
Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle 
Snow     

 

t goes without saying that you must be mean 
to your protagonist. Put him in the toughest 

dilemma. Make him suffer. Then make it worse. Don’t 
just stab him in the back, twist the knife. 

      

     Perhaps your protagonist adores someone, her true 
love, the one she can’t live without, the one she wants 
to grow old with. Let’s say it’s their anniversary. The 
protagonist has spent all day preparing, cooking an 
elegant meal, choosing the perfect wine and candles, 

 Make Big Events Small and Small Events Big 

                     by Rex Griffin 

 I 

mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow
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wrapping that special gift with just 
the right paper that she knows will 
touch that one memory, that special 
moment that means so much to both 
of them. 

     The meal is ready, the table set. 
Her true love will be home any 
moment. The protagonist puts on 
soft music, humming as “their song” 
plays in the background. She lights 
the long, white candles and admires 
their soft glow as she eagerly 
anticipates a romantic evening with 
her true love.  

     The phone rings. Bad timing. The 
protagonist checks the number. It’s 
the local hospital. She answers the 
phone and hears the worst news 
possible. Her true love has been in 
an auto accident.  

     She can’t believe it. What could 
be worse? Half-dazed, unbelieving, 
she jumps in the car and speeds to 
the hospital. She rushes in looking 
for a nurse, a doctor—anyone who 
can tell her about her true love. She 
turns the corner and hears her true 
love’s name. She freezes, a lump in 
her throat. A doctor is telling a 
policeman that her true love didn’t 
make it. Her heart stops. She can’t 
catch her breath. Tears well in her 
eyes. Then she hears the policemen 
ask, “What about the other victim?” 

     Her true love was with someone 
else. Naked. In the backseat. 

     Congratulations! You not only 
ruined the protagonist’s life, you 
broke her heart. Great job! 

     It’s a major, life-changing event 
for the protagonist. Huge. How can 
we make the reader mull it over,  

 

chew on the emotions, and make 
them stick?  

     By making it small.  

     Have the protagonist look at a 
little thing, only something she 
would notice. Perhaps the special 
gift, some lucky charm—junk to 
anyone else—that represents their 
love, their first meeting, their first 
kiss. The protagonist could take that 
charm, admire it, allow her mind to 
fill with memories. Then smash it to 
smithereens. 

     How does she feel? Not her first 
reaction, her first emotion. Are you 
ever surprised at your own feelings? 
What surprise feelings will she have? 
What consequences will she see that 
others don’t . . . or can’t? What will 
change? What will happen or not 
happen that others cannot see? How 
will she see herself differently? See 
the world differently? See the future 
differently? Or the past? How does 
she question herself? What will she 
see anew? What is revealed? What 
will she feel that we would not? That 
no one else could? 

     Big events have small 
implications and small consequences. 
Scaling it down makes it impactful 
for readers. They will fill in all the 
rage, fear, shame, anguish. Little 
things make big events devastating. 

     Small things can have a big 
impact.  

     Your protagonist (a different one) 
is hungry. He goes to the vending 
machine, drools over the Snickers 
and Paydays, and rummages through 
his pockets for coins. None there. 
He pulls out a bill and steps in front  

 

of the change maker which blinks, 
“empty.” He turns to a woman by 
the Coke machine and asks, “Got 
change for a dollar?” 

     Her face reddens. She clenches 
her teeth and seethes, “How dare 
you ask me that, you blankety-blank-
blank!” 

     What happened?  

     Maybe, when the woman checked 
her “rainy day fund” this morning, 
she found that her only child, a 
young teenager, stole it to buy drugs, 
overdosed, and is now in the 
emergency room where, even if he 
lives, he’ll face jail time. Perhaps the 
lady checked the rainy day fund 
because the mortgage is due, the IRS 
is suing for back taxes, her elderly 
mother needs emergency surgery, 
and her husband gambled away their 
savings at Creek Nation Casino.  

     A small thing just got big. 

     Your characters can do that. They 
see things others don’t.  

     What is important to your 
characters? Can your character touch 
on it in a small way and cause a big 
reaction? Or might someone else 
push the wrong, or right, button and 
spark a big reaction from your 
character?  

     What might be hidden behind a 
remark? Where is the hidden 
meaning? What does it mean to the 
character that it doesn’t to you or me 
or any of the other characters? In 
what way is it symbolic? Symbolic of 
what? What does it tell the character 
about the other person, situation, or 
moment? What does it tell us about 
the character? What does he imagine 

Continued from page 5 



or believe is the motive behind it? 
Why does he wish the remark had 
not been made or asked? What 
would someone else have said in the 
same situation? What does he wish 
had been said or asked instead? 
What are the alternatives? In what 
way is this remark absolutely the 
worst thing that could be said at this 
moment?  

     A small thing can be much bigger 
than it seems. Make it big with 
meaning.  

     A word of caution: Don’t overdo 
it. How many times can characters  

 

react with, “What do you mean by 
that!?!” before it loses its impact? 
But used selectively, it can be very 
effective. 

     Whether big or small, every event 
is an opportunity. When characters 
are deeply engaged, readers are, too. 

 

 

 

AUTHOR’S NOTE: This was one of 
the many topics in Donald Maass’s 
Emotional Craft of Fiction workshop 
and book. Most of the questions were 
prompts he asked in class. 
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Continued from page 6 About 
Rex Griffin 

 

A third-generation resident of 
Jenks, Rex’s passion for history 
and writing both started in grade 
school. The University of 
Oklahoma awarded him a B.A. in 
Journalism in 1981. His major was 
Professional Writing, where he 
had the honor to learn from the 
late Jack Bickham. Work and 
family took precedence until his 
retirement three years ago, when 
one of his first acts was to join the 
Tulsa NightWriters Club. 
Currently, Rex is working on an 
historical adventure novel about a 
slave in the Creek Nation, at the 
outbreak of the Civil War. 

                       Notable Quotes 
              

“THE DELICATE BALANCE OF MENTORING SOMEONE IS NOT  

CREATING THEM IN YOUR OWN IMAGE, BUT GIVING THEM  

THE OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE THEMSELVES.”  
 

                  — STEVEN SPIELBERG  

 

“IN ORDER TO BE A MENTOR, AND AN EFFECTIVE ONE, ONE MUST CARE. YOU 

MUST CARE. YOU DON’T HAVE TO KNOW HOW MANY SQUARE MILES ARE IN 

IDAHO, YOU DON’T NEED TO KNOW WHAT IS THE CHEMICAL MAKEUP OF 

CHEMISTRY, OR OF BLOOD OR WATER. KNOW WHAT YOU KNOW AND CARE 

ABOUT THE PERSON, CARE ABOUT WHAT YOU KNOW AND CARE ABOUT THE 

PERSON YOU’RE SHARING WITH.”  
 

                — MAYA ANGELOU  
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ere’s a question for all published TNWC authors. Do you enjoy  
re-reading your own books, maybe months or years after they have 
been published? 

     I have heard authors say that, after their books are published, 
they’re finished with them (except, probably, for publicity) and have no 
interest in ever reading them again. Not me. I enjoy re-reads of my own books. 
Maybe it’s because I like spending time with my continuing characters. 
They’ve become good friends. Don’t other authors feel this way?  

     Another reason for a re-read is that I always set my novels in specific 
Arkansas tourist destinations, and reading a novel set there is like a re-visit to 
a favorite place. Whatever the reason, here’s something that proves what I 
have said. During the past two years, my husband, working with a former 
editor from one of my publishers, has brought two of my early novels 
(originally offset print) back into print via print on demand. One of those 
novels had gone through two print runs totaling several thousand books. The 
other was being sold in the gift shop at its featured site, and they were out. 

     During the reissue work, I needed to make updates in book text and then 
read sample copies for correctness. The first reissue, Music to Die For, has a 
touching ending involving the redemption of one character. I cried at the 
ending during two re-reads. A re-read of the other book has been similarly 
enjoyable, although it wasn’t a tear-producing event. And I certainly was 
familiar with the endings of both stories! 

     The second rerelease, a Valley to Die For, was released in 
May. The final sample came in April. I picked up Valley after it 
slid out of its packing and—I couldn’t help myself—began 
another re-read. 

     In this novel, the first in my To Die For series, we learn that 
Carrie and Henry have both come to the Ozarks on quests. After 
her husband, Amos, is killed, Carrie, yearning to prove she can 
make a life on her own, decides to move to Arkansas land she and 
Amos purchased for their retirement years. After her move, there are 
important things for Carrie, and her new friend and neighbor, JoAnne 
Harrington, to do, especially when a planned stone quarry threatens to destroy 
their beautiful valley and its bluff caves. But someone decides JoAnne must 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Books 

by Radine  
Trees Nehring 

 

 Rereading Your Novels 

            by Radine Trees Nehring 
 

2011 Inductee, Arkansas Writers Hall of Fame 
 

Sharing the Magic and Mystery of the Arkansas Ozarks  

in To Die For Novels 

H 

http://www.radinesbooks.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Valley-Die-Something/dp/0966187997/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531168354&sr=1-1&keywords=radine+trees+nehring+valley+to+die+for
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 By Radine Trees Nehring 

 

 

 

 

 

die, and Carrie feels compelled to uncover the mystery surrounding JoAnne’s 
death, and complete their work to stop the quarry. Then another neighbor, 
retired Kansas City Police Major Henry King, warns her that she, and not 
JoAnne, may have been the killer’s real target. But that’s ridiculous—isn’t it? 

Continued from Page 8 

 
 

 

About Dawn Orwig 

Dawn Orwig is the 
principal of a small 
Christian private school in 
Talala, Oklahoma, where 
she resides. She has also 
worked at the Talala Town 
Hall for nine-and-a-half 
years as the Town and 
Court Clerk. In the 1980s, 
and then, again, in 2006-
2007, she was the Town 
Librarian. 

She has written two 
novels, over 700 poems, 
and several newspaper 
articles for her community. 
Her first love is writing 
stories with a little bit of 
romance, mystery, 
comedy, and adventure in 
them, for teenagers. 

www.facebook.com/
DawnOrwigsBooks/ 

 

riting can be exciting but stressful if you don’t know how to begin. I 
would suggest, first, reading books in the same genre as you would like 
to write. Take notes and also check to see if a  particular book is a 

bestseller and how long it was on the bestseller list. Read reviews on the book and check 
to see if it has ever been adapted for television or the movies. Then adapt your thoughts 
for your book according to those guidelines.  
  
     Next, I would suggest what others have suggested: using an outline or, perhaps, 
drawing a map of the area where the book takes place—which is what I normally do. 
Make up your own strategies for recalling important details, such as recording your ideas. 
Sometimes, listening to your own voice will make the difference between something you 
thought sounded good, at first, and something that might not be as good as you first 
thought. 
 
     Then, after you have written your outline, drawn your map, and made notes, the 
words will begin to form, and pretty soon you’ll have the beginning of your book. Take 
time to sort out any sentences or paragraphs that don’t seem to fit and, perhaps, reword 
them or place them somewhere else within the book. 
 
     If you have the means and opportunity, I would also suggest having someone act out 
or improvise the first situation in your book. This can help you to visualize what is 
happening and might even give you some new dialogue.  
 
     These are just a few ideas to help you write your first book . . . or even your latest 
book. I don’t tape my ideas. I make notes of them and hope that, one day, I will write as 
many books or stories as I have ideas. 

 How to Begin Writing a Book 

      by Dawn Orwig 

 W 

http://www.amazon.com/Writers-Journey-Journal-Tony-Burton/dp/1603640096
https://www.facebook.com/DawnOrwigsBooks/
https://www.facebook.com/DawnOrwigsBooks/
https://www.amazon.com/Mystery-Harbor-Village-Inn/dp/1420823434/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1470066839&sr=1-1&keywords=dawn+orwig
https://www.amazon.com/Harbor-Village-Seasons-Dawn-Orwig/dp/1456795341/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1470066839&sr=1-3&keywords=dawn+orwig


When it comes to cooking moms . . . 
 

growing trend is to omit 
as many commas as 

possible. However, this often leaves 
readers scratching their heads. Some 
sentences require commas you may not 
be using. Look at the short phrase 
above. The average reader will assume 
the sentence is about cooking some 
moms or about moms who cook. They 
automatically keep reading and don't 
realize the author omitted a comma until 
they get to the next word. 

When it comes to cooking moms may have 
to find more time. 

     An introductory phrase should 
almost always be followed by a comma, 
or the reader may have to back up and 
reread the sentence properly for it to 

make sense. If the confusion happens 
very often, the reader may stop reading 
your story. You can miss a lot of 
commas without notice, but when an 
omitted comma misdirects them, that is 
a problem. 

     When it comes to cooking, moms 
may have to find more time. (It’s not 
about cooking some moms or about 
moms who cook. It’s about cooking.) 

After the war moms searched . . . 

     After the war, moms searched for 
fresh milk. (They were not “war moms.” 
They were moms who searched after a 
war ended.) 

While listening to music John wrote . . . 

     While listening to music, John wrote 
a funny story. (John didn’t write the 
music. He wrote the story.) 

     Before you publish, make sure 
someone searches your story to fix 
problems such as these. 

 

 
 
About Renee’ La Viness 

 
Renee’ enjoys her life as a writer, 
editor, and product designer. Renee’ 
is a freelance editor and the organizer 
sponsor of Tulsa Area Children’s 
Book Writers. Until recently, she also 
enjoyed two wonderful years as the 
Children’s Corner Imprint Editor for 
4RV Publishing. In her downtime, she 
loves being a granny to eight beautiful 
grandchildren and a mother to a 
spoiled Welsh Corgi and six prissy 
little chickens. 
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   When it comes to cooking moms . . . and commas 

                 by Renee’ La Viness 

 A 

OUR MEMBERS HAVE BRAGS 

I got Honorable Mention for poetry in the 2018 
Tulsa City-County Library Adult Creative 
Writing Contest for my poem entitled 
“Mamaw’s War.” 

Abir Sami Wood won the 
NIEA (National Indie 
Excellence Award) in the 
preteen fiction category for  
her anti-bullying novel, The 
Revenge of Zachariah 

Kermit Higgins. The NIEA is one of ten 
awards for indie authors recommended by the 
Publishers Weekly Booklife website and The 
Independent Publishing Magazine website. 

Picture 

Unavailable 

Beverly Strader Abir Sami Wood 

http://www.reneelaviness.com


            Notable Quote 
              

 

“WE MAKE A LIVING BY WHAT WE GET; WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE GIVE.”  
 

                      — WINSTON CHURCHILL  

 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  
          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 
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EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 
* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 
* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

918-720-4866 (cell) 

References will be furnished upon request. 

       Authors Wanted for  

       Sizzle in the Kitchen Blog 

I have started a new blog series concerning where authors cook. I would so 
love for you to share about your world through your kitchen and cooking. 
One author will be featured each week. Share pictures, recipes, your books 
and genre, etc., anything that will make you shine (or sizzle). This is meant 
to be fun, light, and insightful to your world. It’s a great way to get some 
new readers and much deserved attention. I will let you know when you will 
go live so you can promote on social media. I will do the same. Interested? 
I hope so. Contact me at tierneyjames7@gmail.com with SIZZLE in the 
subject line. I’ll send you the guidelines ASAP. 

Tierney James 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:tierneyjames7@gmail.com
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Club News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

About M. Carolyn Steele 
     M. Carolyn Steele retired from a commercial art career to 
pursue a love of writing. Historical eras, specifically Civil War 
and Native American, capture her imagination. Nominated 
for a Pushcart Prize, she has won over 70 writing awards, 
including several crème de la crème, and is published in 
sixteen anthologies.  

     Combining her knowledge of storytelling and genealogy, 
she presents programs designed to inspire others to record 
their own family stories. She authored the book, Preserving 
Family Legends for Future Generations, a 2010 Heartland 
New Day Bookfest First-Place winner. In March 2017, The 
Wild Rose Press, Inc., published her first historical novel, 
Spirit of the Crow. 

     Carolyn’s service to Tulsa NightWriters Club has been 
invaluable. Over the past several decades, she has served as 
Vice President, Hospitality Director, speaker, judge, mentor, 
newsletter contributor, and organizer of author and book 
events. In 2016, the club’s membership honored her with the 
TNWC Golden Circle award, which is presented to those 
nominated for Tulsa NightWriter of the Year. Friends and 
colleagues describe her as “kind,” “gracious,” “humble,” 
“positive,” “insightful,” and “generous.” We are privileged to 
have Carolyn among us and grateful for her commitment to 
this organization. 

. 
The Works of M. Carolyn Steele 

 

M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Author, Journalist, 
Speaker,  

and Longtime 
TNWC Member 

At our June 19 meeting, 
President Joshua Danker-Dake 
announced  
M. Carolyn Steele as the club’s 
fifth Hall of Fame inductee. 

Hall of Fame award recipients are selected by the TNWC 
Officer Board on the basis of longstanding service to the club 
and writing accomplishments. Congratulations to Carolyn for 
this well-deserved honor!  

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

ABOVE:  Hall of Fame Award 
 
RIGHT: Hall of Fame Inductee and 
Hospitality Director M. Carolyn Steele 
with President Joshua Danker-Dake 

mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Preserving-Family-Legends-Future-Generations/dp/0937660159/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531167658&sr=1-1&keywords=m.+carolyn+steele+preserving+family+legends
https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Crow-M-Carolyn-Steele/dp/1509212868/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531167623&sr=1-1&keywords=m.+carolyn+steele+spirit+of+the+crow
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Club News (Cont.)  

 

 

 

A Thank-You Note  
from M. Carolyn Steele 

Hall of Fame Induction—A Nice Surprise 

     They say nice surprises come in all sizes. Mine came 
affixed to a sculpted wooden board at the Tulsa 
NightWriters Club meeting in June. A lovely black and 
gold metal plaque bearing my name, in large enough 
type that I could read it as I approached the front of the 
meeting room, proclaimed I was now inducted into the 
Tulsa NightWriters Club Hall of Fame for 2018.  

     I was pleased beyond words, humbled, overwhelmed, 
and felt underserving to join the ranks of other Hall of 
Fame honorees, such as Chuck Sasser, Peggy Fielding, 
and Jackie King. 

     I understand I mumbled a few words of thanks, but 
it really wasn’t until I resumed my seat, ran my fingers 
over the engraving, and read, “In Appreciation of Her 

Outstanding Accomplishments as a Writer, Speaker, and 
Journalist,” that I felt teary-eyed. 

     Tulsa NightWriters Club has been part of my life, as 
the saying goes, since dirt was new. Years ago, after I 
realized that writing ad copy was not the same as writing 
a novel, I enrolled at TCC and took a number of writing 
classes from the grand dame of the club, Peggy Fielding. 
She insisted that if I wanted to be a novelist, I simply 
must join the most illustrious association in the state of 
Oklahoma.  

     I’ve had the opportunity to hear and learn from 
many speakers who stood behind the podium, covering 
a broad range of topics, from writing techniques to 
proper manuscript format to self-promotion to pitfalls 
of publishing. But, perhaps, the most helpful to me has 
been the association with like-minded people, beginners 
and accomplished alike. That is the biggest blessing of 
all.  

     My thank you to the Board and members of Tulsa 

NightWriters Club for this honor. Now, I am going to 

hunt up a nail and hammer and find a prominent place 

to display the plaque—a place where I can see it every 

day and be inspired to keep writing. 

ABOVE: 2018 TNWC Hall of Fame Inductee M. Carolyn Steele giving 
her acceptance speech at the June 19 meeting of Tulsa NightWriters 

Club 

ABOVE: 2018 TNWC Officer Board with Hall of Fame Inductee  
M. Carolyn  Steele (L to R: Marion Grace, Joshua Danker-Dake,  
M. Carolyn Steele, Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh, Jim Laughter, Derek 

Bullard) 



If You Missed Our June 19 Meeting . . . 

 

Articles and Featured NightWriter 
Interviews Needed for Our Newsletter 
Articles pertaining to the craft of writing and the history 
of our club, as well as Featured NightWriter interviews, 
are being accepted for the September-December issues 
of NightScripts. If interested, then please contact Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh at juliekh314@gmail.com. Any club 
member may submit an article or interview for 
consideration. This is a great opportunity to boost your 
résumé, get some feedback on your writing, and help 
others. Remember, the submission deadline is always 
the first of the month. 

First-Book Section in NightScripts 
Any NightWriter who is releasing a first book may 
choose to be featured in the First-Book section of the 
newsletter, along with information about his or her 
book.  
 
If you have published a first book, then please send 
Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh the following information on 
or before the first of the month: your author photo and 
biography, a JPEG of your book cover, a book 
synopsis, and a write-up describing your writing and 
publishing journey. Julie’s e-mail address is 
juliekh314@gmail.com 

TNWC Accountability-Partner 
Program—Do You Need a Writing  
Partner? 
To participate in the Accountability-Partner Program, 
simply team up with one NightWriter or more than one 
at the close of our monthly meetings. You connect with 
each other at least once a week, for one month, whether 
in person or via media, talk about your writing projects, 
and offer assistance in whatever area your partner is 
struggling with. If you live out of state or some 
distance from Tulsa and can’t come to meetings, 
then e-mail Jim Laughter at jimlaughter@att.net; and he 
will send out a notice to the membership that you are 
looking for a partner.  
 

Connect with Other Club Members Who 
Write in Your Genre—Genre Focus-
Group Program 
As a result of the response to our Genre Focus-Group 
Interest Survey, your Officer Board has prepared a list 
of club members, by genre, who would like to connect 
with other members, in order to grow in the craft. 
Individuals may choose to work one-on-one with one 
another or get together as groups. The list will be made 
available to club members only and will be disseminated 
by e-mail.  
 
If you’d like to participate, then please contact Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh at juliekh314@gmail.com 
 

TNWC Officer Board Meeting Minutes 
Any TNWC member may obtain a copy of our TNWC 
Officer Board meeting minutes upon request. To obtain 
a copy, contact our Communications Director, Jim 
Laughter, at jimlaughter@att.net 
 

2018 TNWC Craft of Writing Conference 
Our 2018 Craft of Writing Conference will be held on 
November 3. Plans are in the works, and more details 
will follow. Thank you to everyone who 
turned in a pre-conference survey.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 
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ABOVE & RIGHT: Writer, Speaker, and Founder of Fairytale 

Reform Katie Hoffman speaking on Blogging for Writers 101 

mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net


 Renew Your TNWC (Tulsa NightWriters 

Club) and/or OWFI (Oklahoma Writers’ 
Federation, Inc.) Memberships 
The membership year for TNWC and OWFI runs from 
October 1 through September of the following year. So, 
the dues for 2018, for example, were supposed to be 
paid in October 2017. If you haven’t yet renewed, then 
please consider paying one or both memberships as 
soon as possible.  

Since most of our club’s costs occur at the end of the 
year, it’s most helpful for us to receive your annual dues 
in October. Plus, being current helps you take 
advantage of OWFI activities. 

You may send your renewal directly to our Treasurer at 
the address below. 

You can find the membership form on our website, 
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Marion Grace, Treasurer 
Tulsa NightWriters Club 
4205 S. Darlington Place 

Tulsa, OK 74135 

jnmgrace@att.net 

918-663-1294 

Price Increases for OWFI Membership 
and the Annual OWFI Conference 
OWFI has increased its membership fee, as well as the 
price for attending its May writers conference.  

In order to pay for a new website management program 
(MemberSpace), OWFI has increased its renewal/new 
membership fees by $5.00. The new membership fee 
for OWFI is $30/year—$25 if you join an affiliate club, 
such as TNWC. The OWFI dues year runs from 
October 1-September 30. Paying by October 1 enables 

you to take advantage of OWFI activities as quickly as 
possible. 

The cost for joining both TNWC and OWFI is now a 
total of $40/year—$15 for TNWC and $25 for OWFI. 

Our Treasurer can send in your paperwork 
electronically or by snail mail if you prefer. 

Alternatively, you may join OWFI yourself on the 
OWFI website. Just be sure to join as a TNWC affiliate 
member.  

Another change is the entry fee for the May OWFI 
Writers Conference. 

For the public, the entry fee is now $250. 

If you are a member of OWFI, the entry fee is now 
$200. 

If you do not join OWFI at this time, then you may join 
OWFI at the conference, but you will pay a conference 
entry fee of $230. 

If you prefer to attend the conference for only one day, 
then the cost for OWFI members, with the banquet, is 
$110. For the public, the cost of one day with the 
banquet is $125. 

Your e-mail receipt for prepayment for the conference 
will be in the form of a ticket. Bringing this ticket with 
you to the conference will make the entry process faster. 

If you have any questions, please contact our Treasurer:  

Marion Grace 
Tulsa NightWriters Club 

jnmgrace@att.net 
918-663-1294 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 
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  Bill Bernhardt’s  
Offerings for Writers 

 
 

 

just got back from Bill Bernhardt’s writing retreat at The 

Writers’ Colony at Dairy Hollow in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. It was 

intense. Twelve writers and Bill critiqued each others’ work for five days. 

My speaking handouts and materials were royally tweaked, my 

appreciation for other genres further developed, and my network of 

writer friends expanded. 

 

     I strongly suggest that writers attend Bernhardt’s fall “Write Well, Sell 

Well” conference in Oklahoma City at the Radisson hotel, downtown  

near Bricktown, August 31-September 3. He is taking this annual 

conference to a higher level, and the caliber and number of agents, 

publishers, and speakers is better than ever. Bill screens agents and orients 

them. He requires they be serious about seeking writers. Speakers are high 

caliber. The low-rate hotel block will fill up. If you plan to go, get your 

reservation now.  

 

www.writewellsellwell.com/author/williambernhardt/ 

WORKSHOP , CONFERENCE , & CONTEST CORNER 

NIK’S PIKS 

 

July-August 
Recommendations 

         by Nikki Hanna 

                 (Visit Nikki’s website.) 

I 

Books  
by Nikki Hanna 

http://www.writewellsellwell.com/author/williambernhardt/
http://www.amazon.com/Hey-Kids-Watch-This-Beyond/dp/0982872623/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454612696&sr=8-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Leadership-Savvy-Nikki-Hanna-ebook/dp/B0081L52BW/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-5&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Heels-Smokin-Moxie-Back-ebook/dp/B00KV4FMCQ/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.nikkihanna.com
https://www.amazon.com/Capture-Life-Write-Memoir-Story/dp/0997814101/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1491168504&sr=1-2&keywords=capture+life+nikki+hanna
https://www.amazon.com/Near-Sex-Experiences-Nikki-Hanna/dp/0997814128/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495925298&sr=1-1&keywords=near+sex+experiences+nikki+hanna
https://www.amazon.com/Write-Whatever-Hell-You-Want/dp/0997814144/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1506995790&sr=1-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
https://www.amazon.com/Out-Iowa-Into-Oklahoma-Take/dp/099781411X/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1522605872&sr=1-3&keywords=out+of+iowa


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Book Catalog: Derek Bullard 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Bill Wetterman 
Conference Chair: Derek Bullard 
Conference Publicity Committee: TBD 
Newsletter Columnists: Carol Lavelle Snow, Nikki  
Hanna 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

2018 TNWC MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

 

 

July 17 
Karen Barros, Owner of Another Chapter Bookstore 

The Relationship Between a Local Bookstore and a Local Author 

August 21 
Research Librarian, TCCL Research Department 

Library Research 

September 18 
Ritter Ames, USA Today Bestselling Author 

Online Marketing for the Introverted Author 

October 16  
Joshua Danker-Dake 

Synopsis Writing 
Nominations Accepted for 2019 Officer Board  

and Tulsa NightWriter of the Year 

November 3 
TNWC Craft of Writing Conference  

November 20 
2019 OWFI Conference and Writing Contest  

Preparation Panel 
Election of 2019 Officer Board 

Tulsa NightWriter of the Year Election 

December 11 (2nd Tuesday) 
Christmas Party 

Installation of 2019 Officer Board 
2018 TNWC Flash Writing Contest Winners Celebration 

Joshua  
Danker-Dake 

President 
joshua 

dankerdake 
@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Derek 
Bullard 

Vice President 
jameskaypublish-
ing@gmail.com 

Carolyn Steele 
Hospitality 

Director 
mcarolyn.steele 

@cox.net 

Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh 

Editor  

juliekh314 
@gmail.com 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Jim Laughter 
Communications 

Director 

jimlaughter 
@att.net 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:jameskaypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:jameskaypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=jim+laughter
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net


 
 
 
 
 

M. Carolyn 
Steele 

 

Journalist, Genealogist, 
Author of Historical 

Fiction and Nonfiction 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NightScripts Submission Guidelines 

 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 
 juliekh314@gmail.com 
 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES   

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

FROM YOUR EDITOR 
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Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

 
 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

 

Romance Author 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
http://www.mcarolynsteele.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
file:///C:/Users/Julie/Documents/backmail
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html

