
LLOYD’S BEACON 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 
MAY 2018          JULIE KIMMEL-HARBAUGH, EDITOR           CAROL LAVELLE SNOW, CONSULTING EDITOR        

NIGHTSCRIPTS 

  Skip the Meetings 

  by Joshua Danker-Dake 

 President 
www.nightwriters.org 

 

o, not our meetings. The Tulsa NightWriters’ 
meetings are awesome, and you should come to 
every single one of them.  

     Let me back up.  

     I want to tell you about one of my biggest pet peeves in 
fiction: meetings. I encounter them so often, and in a variety of 
genres, from sci-fi to thrillers. You probably know what I mean: 
Chapter 1, the protagonist arrives at his or her superior’s office 
for a meeting or briefing and is told down to the finest detail 
about the situation and what the objective is. 

     Newer, less experienced writers like to do this a lot, and it’s 
obvious why: starting a book with a briefing is an easy way to get 
a lot of important backstory in early, and by dumping all of that 
exposition on the protagonist, you’re technically not dumping it 
directly on the reader, which is one of the most egregious offenses 
a writer can commit.  

     But here’s the problem: these are work meetings, and work 
meetings are boring. I don’t know about you, but I’ve been in 
plenty of excruciating real-life meetings that left me thinking, 
“That could have just been an e-mail.” If I don’t want to attend 
any actual work meetings if I can possibly help it, do you think I 
want to read about characters I don’t even know sitting through 
one?  

     I don’t care if the protagonist is tasked with disarming a bomb 
that’s going to blow up the entire universe; I don’t want to sit 
through a meeting about it. Get me to care about the character 
and the story before you worry about the nitty-gritty details. If 
you do the latter while neglecting the former, it’s little better than 
a made-up history lesson. 
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     After all, it’s quite difficult to develop your protagonist 
much in a meeting (and getting your reader invested in your 
protagonist is job one, no matter your genre). In a meeting, 
he or she isn’t acting or making choices, just passively 
receiving information. Yes, you can show your protagonist’s 
personality a bit through his or her responses, but there’s 
little opportunity for character development in these sorts of 
across-the-desk situations.  

     Readers are more intelligent than most of us give them 
credit for. They don’t need their hands held or to be gently 
led like a toddler to the beginning of the story, and most of 
them will lose patience if an author tries to do that.  

     So where do you begin a story? Why, at the beginning, of 
course. That seems painfully obvious, but a lot of newer 
writers in particular start their stories much too early. Imagine 
if Star Wars had begun with Princess Leia sitting in a meeting 
about where she needed to take the stolen Death Star plans. 
It’s ostensibly relevant to the plot, but yawn, let’s get on with it. 
Sure, Star Wars cheats a bit with the opening crawl, but the 
simple fact is that even without it (and, blasphemous as it 
may sound, the movie does work perfectly well without it), by 
the end of the opening sequence (which, unlike a meeting, is 
interesting and exciting), you know who the good guy is, you 
know who the bad guy is, and you know what the conflict is,  

 

all through the characters’ actions and interactions. What are 
you missing because you skipped that meeting? Absolutely 
nothing!        

     When you start a book, throw your readers right into the 
story! Put them directly into a situation that’s going to show 
them who the characters are, tell them what’s at stake, and 
immerse them in your world, all at once. Nobody ever got 
immersed in anything in a work meeting, except maybe 
malaise, and that’s definitely not a feeling we want to cultivate 
in our readers. 

     “But my backstory! My world-building!” some will cry. I 
hear you. But remember that readers don’t care about the 
answers until they know what the questions are. Something 
I’ve learned very well over the years is that a good writer fills 
these things in as he or she goes, organically, a little at a time, 
on an as-needed basis.  

     That’s the art. That’s the craft. That’s a skill that has to be 
practiced and cultivated. And the better you get at it, the 
more gripping, the more immersive your story will be from 
the very first page. It’s basically the opposite of most work 
meetings.  

     Well, that’s all from me for this month. 
Do not skip our next meeting, where we’ll 
celebrate our OWFI Writing Contest 
winners. I look forward to seeing you there. 

LLOYD’S BEACON (CONT .) 

Continued from page 1 

DEREK’S DESK 

 
f I have my history 
straight, the first Tulsa 
NightWriters Craft of 

Writing Conference began  

 
way back in 2016 as a “Mini-
Conference” organized by our own Bill 
Wetterman. The purpose, I believe, was 
to bring quality speakers and 

information on the subject of writing to 
this side of the state for a one-day event 
about midway between the yearly OWFI 
conferences, which are in Oklahoma 
City. 
 
     Our Craft of Writing Conference 
was so well received, the decision was 
made to drop the “mini” and do it again 
even bigger in ‘17 with a completely new 
slate of speakers. The idea was to give 
others an opportunity to share their 
wealth of knowledge and to give the 
prior years’ speakers who were members 
a chance to enjoy the conference 

 The Official 2018 Craft of 
 Writing Conference Teaser 

            by Derek Bullard 

                        

                                              TNWC Vice President 

I 

https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/2017-craft-of-writing-mini-conference/
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/2017-craft-of-writing-mini-conference/
http://www.jameskaypublishing.com


without having to prepare their own 
presentations. 
 
     Two years seems plenty of time to 
establish a tradition, so that’s the plan 
again for the 2018 Craft of Writing 
Conference. All of you wonderful folks 
who presented last year, take a breath 
and get ready to enjoy the event this 
November, well rested and ready to 
absorb. 
 
     As to a new crop of speakers, the 
board has already started to discuss the 
keynote, and an invitation to this person 
is in the works. Beyond that, we have 
some ideas, but as in the past, we need 
your input. 
 
     Very soon, you will be receiving, via 
e-mail, a survey for you to fill out and 
return with a list of topics and other  

 
items for you to express what you would 
like to gain from our 2018 Conference. 
Please be thinking about this now, so 
you can complete and return it in a 
timely manner. 
 
     We hope to focus on fundamentals 
and skills for our newer members and 
novice writers, but there will certainly be 
topics of interest for the more seasoned 
writers, as well. 
 
     The input and suggestions for 
monthly meeting speakers this year has 
been greatly appreciated. While some of 
the suggested people were not available, 
others did not respond to queries, and 
one played a lively game of phone tag, 
which resulted in a tie. 
 
     Thank you for your comments about 
the speakers we have had so far this  

 
year, and it is my hope you will enjoy 
those slated in the months ahead. Be 
sure to invite your friends to the 
meetings. 
 
     In the meantime, mark your 
calendars for Saturday, November 3, 
2018, and sharpen those pencils for the 
2018 Craft of Writing Conference! 
 
     Sometimes the ride generates 
anticipation! 

PAGE 3 TULSA N IGHTWRITERS CLUB 

DEREK’S DESK (CONT .) 
Continued from page 2 

Cathy Carroll                                                             Tulsa, OK 

WELCOME , NEW MEMBERS!  

Kathryn Helstrom                                              Sapulpa, OK 

Richard Foster                                                        Tulsa, OK 

Stephen Ferry                                                         Okemah, OK 
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OUR MAY MEETING 

Tuesday, May 15, 2018 
 

 

The Program:   

2018 OWFI Writing Contest Winners Celebration 
 

Cupcakes and cookies will be served. 
 

 Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

7:00 p.m.-8:20 p.m. 

2018 OWFI-Writing-Contest Winners 
Celebration 

We’ll be celebrating our 2018 OWFI Writing Contest award 
winners at our May meeting, so come prepared to PARTY 
and EAT CUPCAKES AND COOKIES!  

 

IMPORTANT   

If you won an award, but did not attend the Conference, then 
we will have your certificates and checks at the meeting.  

If you attended the Conference and won an award, then 
please bring your certificate with you, and come prepared to 
read an excerpt from your award-winning manuscript. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ 

Category 2—Poetry Unrhymed Long: Carol Snow, 4th Honorable Mention 

Category 8—Blog: M. Carolyn Steele, 1st Honorable Mention 

Category 9—Inspirational: Sally Jadlow, 3rd Place 

Category 10—Memoir/Nostalgia: M. Carolyn Steele, 4th Honorable   
                   Mention 

Category 13—Juvenile Short Story: Renee' La Viness, 3rd Place 

Category 19—Script: Carol Lavelle Snow, 2nd Place 

Category 26—Mystery/Suspense: Susan Spess Shay, 2nd Honorable  
     Mention; Mary McIntyre Coley, 1st Place 

Category 32—Best Nonfiction Book Award: Nikki Hanna, Winner 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Carol Lavelle Snow, M. Carolyn Steele, Sally Jadlow, Renee’ La Viness, Susan Spess Shay, Mary McIntyre Coley, Nikki Hanna 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

 

 

About the Author 
 

Although Carol has an MFA 
in drama from OU, she 
taught English at Ohio 
University, TCC, ORU, and 
Spartan. She has acted in 
and directed plays all over 
the country and played Aunt 
Eller in Discoveryland’s 
production of Oklahoma! for 
11 summers. Her scripts 
have appeared on the 
Narrative Television Network 
and at Spotlight Theater. 
She’s published a western 
novel, The Search for 
Hezekiah’s Gold, as well as 
The Gray Warriors, a book 
she and her husband wrote 
about his experiences 
working with the DEA in 
Peru. You can find her poetry 
online in magazines, like 
W r i t e r ’ s  H a v e n  a n d 
StepAway Magazine, and in 
print in several journals, 
including The Lyric, Harp-
Strings Poetry Journal, and 

Westward Quarterly.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
he word “money” can refer to one dollar or several dollars. In the past, 
“moneys” and “monies” sometimes referred to a combination of different 
types of currency: dollars, euros, and pounds, for example. But it has 
always been acceptable to use “money” in that case, as well.   

 

     Lately though, it seems as if everyone is using “moneys” or “monies.” Merriam-
Webster says using one of these terms “tends to occur when the reference is to 
discrete sums of money, obtained from a particular source or allocated to a 
particular cause.”  
 

     They give examples: 
 

Some of the 2009 stimulus monies for high-speed rail should end up in 
the California project and more may be coming.   
—James McCommons, Waiting on a Train , 2009 

 
Under Oregon's unique "kicker" law, if general fund revenue tops 
projections by more than 2 percent, the entirety of the above -
projection moneys goes back to taxpayers in the form of a rebate.   
—Connor Radnovich, The Statesman Journal  (Salem, Ore.), 23 Aug. 2017 

     
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/money-plural-usage-monies 

 

     Notice that Merriam-Webster is merely describing what is happening, not saying that 
we should use “moneys” or “monies” in those cases.   
 

     Personally, I think they should be reserved for especially pedantic characters in our 

stories.           

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

“Money,” “Moneys,” or “Monies”? 
 

   by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

 T 

Books  
Authored and 
Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle 
Snow     

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/money-plural-usage-monies
mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow


 
our reader is not going to 
pull out her grammar 
book to read your story. 

She will misinterpret much of your less 
common punctuation. So, keep it 
simple. Use periods, commas, and 
question marks almost exclusively. If it 
requires something more, use it 
carefully. About half the authors I've 
worked with have used the ellipsis and 
em dash incorrectly. And exclamation  

 
marks become periods when used very  
often. If the authors aren't getting it 
right, why would we expect the readers 
to do better?  

 
 

About Renee’ La Viness 
 

     Renee’ enjoys her life as a writer, 
editor, and product designer. Renee’ is  

 
a freelance editor and the organizer 
sponsor of Tulsa Area Children’s 
Book Writers. Until recently, she also 
enjoyed two wonderful years as the 
Children’s Corner Imprint Editor for 
4RV Publishing. In her downtime, she 
loves being a granny to eight beautiful 
grandchildren and a mother to a 
spoiled Welsh Corgi and six prissy 
little chickens. 
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FEATURE ARTICLES (CONT .) FEATURE ARTICLES (CONT .) 

   Smart Readers and Writers 

                 by Renee’ La Viness 

 Y 

 

re you blessed with a local community 
newspaper? If so, here’s how to get a press 
release about your writing in the paper. 

     Newspapers have very tight budgets since retail 
advertising has fallen away. Local staffs are overworked and 
underpaid. A well-written feature story or a good local 
photograph are eagerly welcomed. 

     Some basic tips: 

* Word count should be 200-400. 

* If you have the capability to edit a photo, crop it tight  
  (don’t include legs and feet). Ideal resolution is 180-300 dpi   
  at a size of about 4”x6”. Portraits can be 2”x3”. Pictures are  
  always better if they include people. 

 

 
* Write a cutline (caption) for the photograph. Try to write  
   50-100 words. 

* E-mail your press release to the news staff. Include the text  
  of your press release in the body of the e-mail. Also attach a  
  Word file and the photo as a jpg. 

* If you are announcing a coming event, send the press  
   release about two weeks before the event. 

* The proper form is time, day, date, place, i.e., 7 p.m. on  
   Monday, May 14 at the Community Center. 

   Put this information in the first few sentences. 

* Use first and last name in the first reference, last name only 
  after that. 

     Use a press release to announce a book signing event, a 
new book, or an honor like winning at OWFI. 

   How to Get Good Press 

          by Faith L. Wylie 

           (Writer, Designer, and Former Newspaper Publisher) 

A 

http://www.reneelaviness.com
mailto:flwylie@att.net


 
 

Thank you, 

JOHN TAYLOR  
AND 

TULSAJAZZ.COM, 
for supporting local authors 

on your website’s  
          Local  Author’s Corner! 

 
 
 

 The Local Author’s Corner was created to 
 encourage the Jazz and the writing community 
 to collaborate in promoting Tulsa-area talent. 
 You’ll find many Tulsa NightWriters 
 showcased here. 

tulsajazz.wordpress.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

EDITING SERVICES 
 

* Proofreading 
* Copy Editing 

* Developmental Editing 
* Summary 

 

 Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

juliekh314@gmail.com 

918-720-4866 (cell) 

References will be furnished upon request. 

Club News  

50 Golden Years of OWFI; May 4-5, 2018; Oklahoma City Wild Rose Press authors, including Tulsa NightWriters 
Susan Spess Shay, Mary McIntyre Coley, Linda Trout, and  

M. Carolyn Steele 

https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/local-authors-corner-presented-by-tulsa-jazz-com/
https://tulsajazz.wordpress.com/
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
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Club News (Cont.)  
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Club News (Cont.)  

Thank you, Kathlyn Smith and Susan Shay,  

for taking our Conference photographs!  

to our OWFI Writing Contest winners:  
Carol Lavelle Snow, M. Carolyn Steele, Sally Jadlow, 
Renee’ La Viness, Susan Spess Shay, Mary McIntyre 
Coley, and Nikki Hanna  (See page 4 for pictures and a list of awards.) 

Tulsa NightWriters, 2018 OWFI Conference Attendees 



BELOW AND RIGHT: 
Editor Julie Kimmel-
Harbaugh decorating 
the basket with felt 
scraps and pom 
poms. 

 If You Missed Our April 17 Meeting 

  Our OWFI Auction Basket (By Carolyn Steele) 

What does it take to make a successful 
auction basket for OWFI? The answer–
NightWriter members generous with their 
published books, a bevy of office supplies 
meant to help writers in their quest for the 
latest bestseller, fun items like a 1950s 
vintage bar of 

Fels-Naptha laundry soap and a 
Winter’s Dairy milk bottle filled 
with popcorn-flavored Jelly 
Bellies, old-fashioned country 
candies and bottles of Stewart’s 
original fountain classics, plus a 
couple of local merchants eager 
to contribute, and last, but not least, two members not afraid 
to risk blistered fingers using a hot-glue gun to decorate the 
basket. 

Perhaps the most interesting item donated was Geppeddo 
“Johnny & Suzy Kissing” dolls dressed in 1950’s era clothing 

complete with leather jacket, 
saddle oxfords, and a poodle 
skirt. The exact production 
age couldn’t be established, 
but these adorable dolls, 
posed in a perpetual kiss, 
were most likely nearing 50 
years old. 

NightWriters are 

encouraged to 

stop in at Mecca 

Coffee Company at 1330 East 41st 

Street to thank the store for its 

generous donation of bags of Crème 

Brule and Mecca Special Blend coffees. 

Besides a dazzling array of coffees, 

Mecca boasts a host of unusual kitchen 

supplies, spices, and vinegars. Another 

thank you to Sweet Tooth Candies at 

3541 South Harvard. Sweet Tooth 

supplied a “bling pen,” perfect for 

autographing novels. And who 

doesn’t like to visit a candy shop?  

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 
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Club News (Cont.)  

TNWC Officer Board  
(L to R: Joshua  
Danker-Dake,  

M. Carolyn Steele, 
Derek Bullard, Julie 

Kimmel-Harbaugh, and 
Marion Grace) 
with Speaker  

R. A. Jones (in red) 

Words and Pictures: 
Writing for Comics 

ABOVE: Hospitality Director 
Carolyn Steele putting 
NightWriters’ books into the 
basket. The total estimated 
value of books donated by 
our members was $168.17. 

ABOVE: Geppeddo “Johnny & Suzy 
Kissing” Dolls 

LEFT AND ABOVE: Our 
finished OWFI auction 
basket. The total estimated 
value of our  basket was 
between $425 and $500, 
depending on the value 
placed on the dolls. 

mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
mailto:juliekh314@cox.net


Pick Up Your Flash Writing Contest 
Entries 
If you have not yet picked up your TNWC Flash 
Writing Contest entry, then please plan to get it at our 
May meeting. Any entries not picked up by May 15 will 
be shredded. 

Articles and Featured NightWriter 
Interviews Needed for Our Newsletter 
Articles pertaining to the craft of writing and the history 
of our club, as well as Featured NightWriter interviews, 
are being accepted for the July-December issues of 
NightScripts. If interested, then please contact Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh at juliekh314@gmail.net Any club 
member may submit an article or interview for 
consideration. This is a great opportunity to boost your 
résumé, get some feedback on your writing, and help 
others. Remember, the submission deadline is always 
the first of the month. 

First-Book Section in NightScripts 
Any NightWriter who is releasing a first book may 
choose to be featured in the First-Book section of the 
newsletter, along with information about his or her 
book.  
 
If you have published a first book, then please send 
Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh the following information on 
or before the first of the month: your author photo and 
biography, a JPEG of your book cover, a book 
synopsis, and a write-up describing your writing and 
publishing journey. Julie’s e-mail address is 
juliekh314@gmail.net 
 

TNWC Accountability-Partner 
Program—Do You Need a Writing  
Partner? 
To participate in the Accountability-Partner Program, 
simply team up with one NightWriter or more than one 
at the close of our monthly meetings. You connect with 
each other at least once a week, for one month, whether 
in person or via media, talk about your writing projects, 

and offer assistance in whatever area your partner is 
struggling with. If you live out of state or some 
distance from Tulsa and can’t come to meetings, 

then e-mail Jim Laughter at jimlaughter@att.net; and he 
will send out a notice to the membership that you are 
looking for a partner.  
 

Connect with Other Club Members Who 
Write in Your Genre—Genre Focus-
Group Program 
As a result of the response to our Genre Focus-Group 
Interest Survey, your Officer Board has prepared a list 
of club members, by genre, who would like to connect 
with other members, in order to grow in the craft. 
Individuals may choose to work one-on-one with one 
another or get together as groups. The list will be made 
available to club members only and will be disseminated 
by e-mail.  
 
If you’d like to participate, then please contact Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh at juliekh314@gmail.net 
 

TNWC Officer Board Meeting Minutes 
Any TNWC member may obtain a copy of our TNWC 
Officer Board meeting minutes upon request. To obtain 
a copy, contact Vice President Derek Bullard at 
jameskaypublishing@gmail.com  
 

Tuesday Tips (Facebook) 
Every Tuesday, we are posting a brief writing tip on the 
club’s private Facebook page. If you have a tip that 
you’d like to share, then please send it to Julie Kimmel-
Harbaugh at juliekh314@cox.net, and she will 
pass it on to our Tuesday Tips manager, 
Deniece Adsit. Thank you, Deniece! 

Thursday Thoughts (Facebook)  
Thank you to former TNWC Vice President 
Donna Jones for continuing to post Thursday 
Thoughts on our club’s private Facebook page! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 
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Club News (Cont.)  

mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:jameskaypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:juliekh314@cox.net


 Renew Your TNWC (Tulsa NightWriters 

Club) and/or OWFI (Oklahoma Writers’ 
Federation, Inc.) Memberships 
The membership year for TNWC and OWFI runs from 
October 1 through September of the following year. So, 
the dues for 2018, for example, were supposed to be 
paid in October 2017. If you haven’t yet renewed, then 
please consider paying one or both memberships as 
soon as possible.  

Since most of our club’s costs occur at the end of the 
year, it’s most helpful for us to receive your annual dues 
in October. Plus, being current helps you take 
advantage of OWFI activities. 

You may send your renewal directly to our Treasurer at 
the address below. 

You can find the membership form on our website, 
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Marion Grace, Treasurer 
Tulsa NightWriters Club 
4205 S. Darlington Place 

Tulsa, OK 74135 

jnmgrace@att.net 

918-663-1294 

Price Increases for OWFI Membership 
and the Annual OWFI Conference 
OWFI has increased its membership fee, as well as the 
price for attending its May writers conference.  

In order to pay for a new website management program 
(MemberSpace), OWFI has increased its renewal/new 
membership fees by $5.00. The new membership fee 
for OWFI is $30/year—$25 if you join an affiliate club, 
such as TNWC. The OWFI dues year runs from 
October 1-September 30. Paying by October 1 enables 

you to take advantage of OWFI activities as quickly as 
possible. 

The cost for joining both TNWC and OWFI is now a 
total of $40/year—$15 for TNWC and $25 for OWFI. 

Our Treasurer can send in your paperwork 
electronically or by snail mail if you prefer. 

Alternatively, you may join OWFI yourself on the 
OWFI website. Just be sure to join as a TNWC affiliate 
member.  

Another change is the entry fee for the May OWFI 
Writers Conference. 

For the public, the entry fee is now $250. 

If you are a member of OWFI, the entry fee is now 
$200. 

If you do not join OWFI at this time, then you may join 
OWFI at the conference, but you will pay a conference 
entry fee of $230. 

If you prefer to attend the conference for only one day, 
then the cost for OWFI members, with the banquet, is 
$110. For the public, the cost of one day with the 
banquet is $125. 

Your e-mail receipt for prepayment for the conference 
will be in the form of a ticket. Bringing this ticket with 
you to the conference will make the entry process faster. 

If you have any questions, please contact our Treasurer:  

Marion Grace 
Tulsa NightWriters Club 

jnmgrace@att.net 
918-663-1294 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 
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Club News (Cont.)  

mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
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  Writers Conferences and Contests 
 
 

go to three or four writers conferences a year. I consider them 
vacations. Here’s an enticing one: Kauai, Hawaii, Writers 
Conference, November 9-l1, $695. It is preceded by an 

impressive four-day Master Class program, November 5-8.  
 

kauaiwritersconference.com 
 
     My favorite conference, OWFI, is held every year in May in Oklahoma 
City. This conference is a real value––it is inexpensive and has the best 
contest I’ve ever entered. 
 
     Writers might consider joining the American Society of Journalists and 
Authors (ASJA). This year’s annual conference is in New York City, May 
18-19, at the Sheraton on Times Square. The hotel is sold out this year, so 
I’m putting this on my list for next year. 
 
     The fabulous Iowa Summer Writing Festival, in June in July at the 
University of Iowa, may be the best in the world. Workshops are intense, 
instructors outstanding, and the Iowa City location convenient and 
hospitable. Check it out at https//iowasummerwritingfestival.org 

 
     The New Letters organization offers $5,500 and publication as prizes in 
its fiction, poetry, and essay contest. The deadline is May 18. Check it out 
at www.newletters.org 
 
     The Writer magazine’s May edition lists 53 writing contests. If you are a 
serious writer and have not subscribed to it, you should. 

WORKSHOP , CONFERENCE , & CONTEST CORNER 

NIK’S PIKS 

 
May 2018 Recommendations 

         by Nikki Hanna 

                 (Visit Nikki’s website.) 

I 

Books  
by Nikki Hanna 

http://kauaiwritersconference.com
https/iowasummerwritingfestival.org
http://www.newletters.org
http://www.amazon.com/Hey-Kids-Watch-This-Beyond/dp/0982872623/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454612696&sr=8-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Leadership-Savvy-Nikki-Hanna-ebook/dp/B0081L52BW/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-5&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Heels-Smokin-Moxie-Back-ebook/dp/B00KV4FMCQ/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.nikkihanna.com
https://www.amazon.com/Capture-Life-Write-Memoir-Story/dp/0997814101/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1491168504&sr=1-2&keywords=capture+life+nikki+hanna
https://www.amazon.com/Near-Sex-Experiences-Nikki-Hanna/dp/0997814128/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1495925298&sr=1-1&keywords=near+sex+experiences+nikki+hanna
https://www.amazon.com/Write-Whatever-Hell-You-Want/dp/0997814144/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1506995790&sr=1-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
https://www.amazon.com/Out-Iowa-Into-Oklahoma-Take/dp/099781411X/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1522605872&sr=1-3&keywords=out+of+iowa


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Book Catalog: Derek Bullard 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Bill Wetterman 
Conference Chair: Derek Bullard 
Conference Publicity Committee: TBD 
Greeter: Oliver Ngwuli 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn 
Smith 
Thursday Thoughts (Facebook): Donna Jones 
Tuesday Tips (Facebook): Deniece Adsit 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. Our 
public Facebook page is open to  
non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

2018 TNWC MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

 

May 15  
OWFI Writing Contest Winners Celebration 

June 19 
Katie Hoffman 

Blogging 
Hall of Fame Induction—M. Carolyn Steele 

July 17 
Karen Barros, Owner of Another Chapter Bookstore 

The Relationship Between a Local Bookstore and a Local Author 

August 21 
Research Librarian, TCCL Research Department 

Library Research 

September 18 
Ritter Ames, USA Today Bestselling Author 

Online Marketing for the Introverted Author 

October 16  
Joshua Danker-Dake 

Synopsis Writing 
Nominations Accepted for 2019 Officer Board  

and Tulsa NightWriter of the Year 

November 3 
TNWC Craft of Writing Conference  

November 20 
2019 OWFI Conference and Writing Contest  

Preparation Panel 
Election of 2019 Officer Board 

Tulsa NightWriter of the Year Election 

December 11 (2nd Tuesday) 
Christmas Party 

Installation of 2019 Officer Board 
2018 TNWC Flash Writing Contest Winners Celebration 

Joshua  
Danker-Dake 

President 
joshua 

dankerdake 
@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Derek 
Bullard 

Vice President 
jameskaypublish-
ing@gmail.com 

Carolyn Steele 
Hospitality 

Director 
mcarolyn.steele 

@cox.net 

Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh 

Editor  

juliekh314 
@gmail.com 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite 
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

Jim Laughter 
Communications 

Director 

jimlaughter 
@att.net 

http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:joshuadankerdake@gmail.com
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:jameskaypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:jameskaypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:mcarolyn.steele@cox.net'
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
http://www.facebook.com/TulsaNightWriters
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=jim+laughter
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net


 

 

 
NightScripts Submission Guidelines 

 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 
 juliekh314@gmail.com 
 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES   

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

FROM YOUR EDITOR 
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Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

 
 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

Romance Author 

mailto:juliekh314@gmail.com
http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
file:///C:/Users/Julie/Documents/backmail
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://www.charlessasser.com
http://jacqking.com/
http://jacqking.com/
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html
http://www.deborah-camp.com/presskit-tulsaworldinterview.html

