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ave you ever seen an ant walk? Probably. Every 
now and then, you might see a lone ant on a 
table or chair arm, walking, scoping out its 
surroundings, taking its time, looking for a new 

food source. But have you ever seen a group of ants walk? I’d 
venture to guess you’ve never seen it. I know I haven’t. Seems like 
those little rascals are always in a hurry, scurrying along in an 
endless stream of activity. 

     A couple of weeks ago, I was lying (or is it laying? I can never 
keep those straight.) on my hammock in the back yard, when I 
noticed a stream of ants working their way up and down a board in 
my privacy fence. Then, when I looked a little closer, there were 
several lines of ants going up and down different slats. They were 
side by side, in columns of three or four.  

     I watched these hundreds, if not thousands, of ants for several 
minutes. After a while, I realized something. None of them, not one, 
was walking. Every ant in every line was giving it everything they 
had, their little feet beating the boards full speed ahead. Every now 
and then, an ant going up would run head-on into another ant going 
down. They’d pause for a moment as if exchanging information, 
then step around each other and continue on their way. 

     I lay on my hammock, amazed at the coordination and 
cooperation of these lines of insects. I wondered what kind of 
communications system they have that can accommodate that many 
different lives at once. Every now and then, I’d see a clump of ants 
carrying an item of some kind, presumably a piece of food they’d 
found during their exploration of my back flower bed. 

     While watching these lines of ants, I got to thinking about the 
Tulsa NightWriters and the many diverse authors we have 
represented. We have fiction, mystery, poetry, horror, romance, a 
little erotica—if we’re lucky—Westerns, adventure. You name it, 
we’ve got it. And yet, with all of these many literary outlooks, we 
have a tremendous communications network that keeps us moving 
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forward. I love to watch our members network with each 
other before and after our meetings. I’m amazed at how we 
help each other carry a project from beginning to fruition. I 
love our mentoring and accountability programs. Every now 
and then, we run head on into each other and still have the 
grace to communicate, then step around and go our separate 
ways. 

     We’ve made tremendous strides in our climb up the fence 
this year, and I believe 2017 is going to be our best year ever.  
I’m still looking for those special people in our group who 
will step forward and volunteer to serve as President, Vice-
President, and Hospitality Chairman for 2017. We’ll be 
accepting nominations at our October meeting and electing 

new officers in November. These are vital roles, and we can’t 
afford to falter, especially now that we’ve come so far and 
accomplished so much. 

     Well, that’s it for my missive this month. I’ll miss being 
with you at the September meeting. I’ll be out of the country. 
But I know Bill and the other officers have everything well in 
hand. I’ll see you in October. 

Visit Jim at 
www.jimlaughter.com  

Click on Jim’s picture to visit 
his Amazon author page. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

 

 
s of September 1, there have been no 
volunteers coming forward for the 
openings of President, Vice President, and 
Hospitality Chairman for our club. Your 

board will consist of Marion Grace and Julie Kimmel-
Harbaugh unless some of you step up to carry the load. 
Under your present board, the club has increased its 
numbers and is providing more services to its members. But 
help is needed to continue the forward movement. 

     Pam and I have spent five years on the board and 
enjoyed the experience, and the pleasure, of working with 
the members of the Tulsa NightWriters Club. We consider 
you friends, as well as talented writers. The satisfaction of 
having new writers publish in last year’s anthology was a 
reward for service that warmed my heart. I know our club 
has creative/innovative members who can come up with 
many ideas to improve what we do. 

     Personally, I think most people enjoy coming to the 
meetings, but are wary of actually assisting, because they  

 
don’t feel qualified. Those of you who know me know I 
wasn’t qualified to be Treasurer when I took the position. Is 
being a board member hard work? Actually, no. Once you 
step out from your comfort level, you learn the job. 
Probably the hardest part for some is the fact that every 
decision made will upset one or two members. But that is 
the situation with anything worth doing in life. 

     Ask yourself, “Do I love writing? Do I want to see 
others grow as writers? What can I contribute to the club 
that has offered me this opportunity to grow as an author 
myself?” Then put your anxiety aside and put your name in 
the hat for a position on the board. If no one steps up, 
nothing will get done.   

www.billwetterman.com          theheartofanovelist.blogspot.com          www.facebook.com 

A 

   A Letter from Your Vice President 
 

                           by Bill Wetterman 

http://www.jimlaughter.com
http://www.billwetterman.com
http://theheartofanovelist.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com


OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING 
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September 20, 2016 

 

Our Speaker: 

Nita Beshear 
The Program:   

 

Moving Your Story Along 
  

Martin Regional Library Auditorium  
 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Nita Beshear—In Her Own Words 

 

began my affair with stories as a young 
child. I grew up on the road. Not literally, 
but my father had wander dust in his 
shoes. If we weren't moving from one state 

to another, we were moving across town. Stories gave 
me continuity and a connection. My friends in my 
stories went with me to every new house, neighborhood, 
and school.  

     The stories my cousin and I made up during our 
annual visits kept her close to me, even after returning 
home, miles away. At the time I didn't know "regular" 
people could be writers. I thought writers were a special 
breed, like a super hero.  

     When I discovered writers weren't super heroes, but 
regular, every day people, I ventured into the writing 
pool. Most of the time, I stay in or near the nonfiction 
end of the pool. I enjoy sharing factual stories or 
helping teach someone a new (to them) idea or concept. 
When I venture into the fiction end of the pool I tend to 
stay in the past, writing historicals. But, then, I'm old 
enough that a story with a land line phone is considered 
historical.  

     When not at home in southeast Oklahoma, writing, 
sewing, or quilting, I'm enjoying time with some of my 
six grandchildren. I belong to Material Girls, the Allen 
Oklahoma Quilters, McAlester McSherry Writers, 
Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc., and the Ada, Atoka, 
and Okmulgee Toastmasters. 

 

Books by Nita Beshear 

Nita has published Devoted to Quilting, Devoted to 
Quilting 2, Beyond the Grief: A Widow’s Survival 
Guide, and a short story in Romance is the Spice of 
Life, an anthology featuring a number of Tulsa 
NightWriters. You can find her books at: https://
www.facebook.com/nita.beshear?fref=ts. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

https://nitabeshear.wordpress.com/ 

https://devotedtoquilting.wordpress.com/ 

https://www.pinterest.com/NitaBeshear/ 

https://www.facebook.com/nita.beshear?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/nita.beshear?fref=ts
https://www.amazon.com/Romance-Spice-Life-Carolyn-Steele-ebook/dp/B00A32Q3KQ/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1472577772&sr=1-1&keywords=romance+the+spice+of+life+nita+beshear#nav-subnav
https://www.amazon.com/Devoted-Quilting-Nita-Beshear/dp/0937660841/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Devoted-Quilting-2-Nita-Beshear/dp/162016034X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1472577731&sr=1-1&keywords=devoted+to+quilting+2
https://nitabeshear.wordpress.com/
https://devotedtoquilting.wordpress.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/NitaBeshear/
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  Jane Ho                    Tulsa, OK 

     I attended a TNWC meeting several months ago with 
Tom Teegarden. At that time, I thought I didn't fit in because 
it seemed to be a group for novel writers. 

     Right now, I am focusing on writing haiku, poetry, and 
short stories. 

     About a year ago, I began to submit my work to various 
journals. So far, I've had two short stories, 28 haiku poems, 
and three regular poems accepted for publication. (There are 
a few more out there still being read.) 

     I just finished a story for the TNWC Flash Writing 
Contest. Now, I'm playing around with a couple of themes 
for other stories and/or poems. My muses have been good to 
me. 

     No website or Facebook page, just an e-mail: 

dottiesong@cox.net 

WELCOME , NEW MEMBERS!  

 Dottie Piet                                                     Tulsa, OK 

 Kelley Childers Friedberg                        Broken Arrow, OK 

     Hi. My name is Kelley Childers Friedberg, and I live in 
Broken Arrow with my husband, father-in-law, and three 
dogs. I learned of Tulsa NightWriters Club at a writing panel 
held at Hardesty Library and was eager to get involved once I 
completed my MA in English at the University of Tulsa this 
past May. I also work full-time at TU as a Senior Project 
Coordinator in the petroleum engineering department. 

     I am a playwright; four of my short plays have been 
produced at local festivals. One short play, The Secret Recipe, 
was published in Stylus 2014: Student Journal of Art & Writing 
and received second place in performance writing. I also write 
historical fiction loosely based on my ancestors. My short 

story, “The Midwife of McDonald County,” was published in 
the Red Clay Review in 2014. I am currently working on a 
novel, The Circuit Rider’s Wife that is a fictionalized account of 
my ancestors’ journey from Tennessee to Indian Territory in 
the late 1830s. 

     You can find me in the online realm. 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/kelldey 

(That is my personal page; I do not have an author page 
established. I have a blog and Twitter account but both are 
sadly neglected.) 

 Steve Moore                                                  Tulsa, OK 

     I met Jim Laughter at the OWFI Conference in Oklahoma 
City earlier this year, and he invited me to visit and join. 

     Currently, I am working on my first novel (light sci-fi) and 
also a professional memoir, but I have not been published. 

     No social media sites yet (in progress). I can be reached at 

semoore14@gmail.com. 

mailto:dottiesong@cox.net
mailto:semoore14@gmail.com
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WELCOME , NEW MEMBERS! (CONT .) 

 Maribeth Garrett                      Claremore, OK 

     Hi! I'm Maribeth Garrett! I used to belong to TNWC several 
years ago. At the time, I was too busy with working and another 
writing group. But now, I am retired and have more time to be 
active with your group. 

     In the past, I have completed several romances, but now I'm 
involved in writing a series of mystery/thrillers. I have the first 
two pretty much finished. At this time, I haven't published any 
titles but hope to soon, like many of your group. 

     The novels I'm currently writing involve a Tulsa police 
detective named Paige Stone. In my first two books of the series, 
she tangles with serial killers and gets her man both times. 

     I hope to get my website going in October, but I don't have 
one at this time. I'm finally starting to get more active on 
Facebook. I hope everyone will want to join my friends list. 

     Thank you for including me in your writing group. Writing is 
becoming my passion more every day. See you next month. 

 Jae Jaeger  (AKA Judith M. Prentice Jaeger)         Broken Arrow, OK 

     I heard about Tulsa NightWriters Club from a friend and 
writer, Cynthia Barnes, a member. 

     I write genealogy-based family histories and have been 
focused on the lives of early Tulsa women who helped settle 
the town. My first book, Pathfinders and Way-Makers: A 
Women’s History of Early Tulsa, was published earlier this year. 

     Current writing projects are on hold because I’m “book 
touring” to introduce Pathfinders and Way-Makers to Tulsa 
groups. 

     E-mail is the best way to reach me: jm02jaeger@cox.net. I 
am “barely” on Facebook as Judith Jaeger and will develop a 
working site within the next few weeks     

Bridget Johnson                                                            Tulsa, OK 

How did you hear about Tulsa NightWriters Club? 
Beth Wilson 

Genre: Mentoring and teaching women 50+ years old about 
dreams and goals. 
 
Published Works: Contributor to anthology, The Finger of 

God. Platinum-Level contributor to Ezine:  https://

ezinearticles.com/expert/Bridget_F_Johnson/1368101 

Current Projects: Currently working with my publisher for 
my new book, From Rags to Righteousness, a collection of short 
stories and memoir. 

Links:   

Facebook—Bridget Johnson and Casting Your Vision 

Website—www.castingyourvision.com 

 Deborah Bayton-Fitzsimons                                 Tulsa, OK 

mailto:jm02jaeger@cox.net
https://ezinearticles.com/expert/Bridget_F_Johnson/1368101
https://ezinearticles.com/expert/Bridget_F_Johnson/1368101
http://www.castingyourvision.com
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WELCOME , NEW MEMBERS! (CONT .) 

 Katy Mullins                                                         Tulsa, OK 

How did  you hear about Tulsa NightWriters Club?  
I heard about the NightWriters through the Internet! I am 
originally from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Genre: I write primarily literary fiction. Currently working 
mostly in short stories.  

Published Works: "Cassie," short story published in Litro 

Magazine; "Westward Bound," short story published in In 
Shades Magazine; and "Nursery," poem published in The 
Quotable.  

Current Projects: Currently working on a collection of short 
stories for publication.  

Links: @KatyRMullins on Twitter 

 Phillip Cline                            Tulsa, OK 

I've been a member of NightWriters off an on since 1989, so 
I'm not a "new" member. 

  Jan Britt                            Tulsa, OK 

How did you hear about Tulsa NightWriters Club? 
I learned of TNWC, first, at OWFI and was then invited to 
join by Bill Wetterman. 

Genre: I have written poetry/prose most of my life, but now 
I’m excited about my first novel that has a Christian 
foundation with a redemptive theme. 

Published Works: I am self-publishing through Amazon—
hoping to publish in the next 30 days! Watch for A Silhouette 
Unopened: The Golden Keys. 

Current Projects: I would really like to blog! There is so 
much stirring within me right now. I’m excited to see what 
flows.  

Links: Facebook is the only social media I utilize at this time. 

Although it has come late in life, this is an exciting time for 
me. I am such a newbie when it comes to publishing, so I’m 
looking to the pros in TNWC to mentor me. 

Happy to be among you. 

                             Notable Quote 
“Time management is an oxymoron. Time is beyond our control, and the clock keeps ticking regardless 

of how we lead our lives. Priority management is the answer to maximizing the time we have.” 

—John C. Maxwell (Sports Commentator, 1950-Present) 



Tulsa NightWriters Club 

 

MEET A NIGHTWRITER 

September’s Featured NightWriter 

An Interview with 

Annie Heartfield Hartzog 
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Tulsa NightWriters Club 

Tulsa NightWriters  C 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

 

Editor:  How long have you been a NightWriter? 

Annie:   I just joined a few months ago! 

Editor:  How did you hear about Tulsa NightWriters 
Club? 
Annie:   I believe that the first time I heard of NightWriters 
was during a fiction writing class with Teresa Miller at OSU. 
Teresa is one of the most encouraging teachers a writer could 
ever hope for. 

Editor:  What do you write? 
Annie:   What I really long to write is fiction—short stories 
and novels—but what I mostly end up writing are blog posts 
and brief essays about human nature. It’s one of the hazards 
of my job, which is professional counseling, that I end up 
thinking a lot about why humans do what they do, and 
the consequences of their actions, thoughts, and beliefs. I 
hope that one of these days I can turn this fascination into 
some outrageously good fiction. 

Editor:  What are your current projects? 
Annie:   I am currently working on a piece for This Land 
magazine. It’s a nonfiction piece inspired by the red foxes 
who live in the city of Tulsa. 

Editor:  What have you published? 

Annie:   Recently I published my first piece ever, also in This 
Land, a tribute to my dear friend and teacher, Clark Inkanish, 
a Caddo-Wichita-Cheyenne holy man. 

http://store.thislandpress.com/products/this-land-summer-2016 
 

Editor:  How did you become a published author?
Annie:   I met a man at a party, and we struck up a 
conversation that led to my sharing a story about my friend 
Clark. The man turned out to be the editor-in-chief of This 
Land magazine, and one thing led to another.  

Editor:  Have you won any awards?  
Annie:    A few months ago, I won second place in a Tulsa 
library literary contest, for a poem called Cupcake. 

 

Editor:  What do you love most about writing? 
Annie:   It’s connected to a romantic notion, a picture I hold 
in my mind: a writer, sitting alone for hours and hours, 
sometimes gazing through a window or staring off into space, 
pen in hand, paper before her, contemplating ways to use 
words that can help evoke images in her reader, pictures 
which lead to real experiences of empathy and shared 
connection. I believe in the larger task, or obligation, of the 
writer to help create a better world, one word and one reader 

at a time. 

Editor:  What do you like to read? 
Annie:   I will read anything literary or well-written, but 
mostly I relish a wonderful novel.  

Editor:  What is your writing regimen? 
Annie:   I am so undisciplined! However, when I am working 
hard on something, I just write and sit with my writing every 
chance I get. I also carry around, typically in the back pocket of 
my Levi jeans, 3x5 cards that have been cut or folded into 
quarters, so that I can catch the bits and pieces that come to me as 
I go through the day. The most fruitful time for ideas to come to 
me seems to be on long walks with my precious dog, Lucy. 

Editor:  What advice would you give to other writers? 
Annie:   Something I struggle with is giving myself 
permission to write. I have little voices (and sometimes big 
ones) in my head that say things like, “Who do you think you 
are that anyone would give a crap what you have to say?” and 
these voices threaten to prevent me from believing that it is 
okay to spend hours and hours doing something that doesn’t 
earn a real income, something that often gets tossed out, 
something that others might or might not ever see or 
appreciate. To other writers who struggle to give themselves 
time, and permission, to engage in such a pursuit, I would say 
that it is a good idea to cultivate a healthy inner response to 
those voices. Mine is simple: I tell them to f— off. 
Repeatedly. 

 

http://store.thislandpress.com/products/this-land-summer-2016


MEET A NIGHTWRITER (CONT .) 
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Annie Heartfield Hartzog—Okie and Gypsy 
      

     I am an Okie woman with a gypsy spirit. As I type these 
words, I am on the coast of Maine having an unexpected 
adventure, which is testing certain of my favorite convictions. 
For example, the notion that we have any idea at all what the 
heck is going on in these lives of ours.  

 
     At work in my day job, I’m a licensed professional 
counselor. (Go figure.) In my previous career, I worked with 

the human body as a medium for transformation and healing, 
using a practice called Rolfing Structural Integration. I am 
currently pondering ways to work with people that better 
integrate both of those paths, as well as many of the other 
skills I have gained in the last 55 years.  
 
     Though I have been a self-employed business owner for 
most of my adult life, I’ve also worked as a community 
organizer, feng shui consultant, personal assistant, sushi cutter, 
business advisor, pizza chef, seamstress, retail stock clerk, au 
pair, organic farmer, yoga teacher . . . and have lived in Texas, 
Oklahoma, California, Maui, Maine, Brazil, Spain, and more. 

Continued from page 7 

FEATURE ARTICLES 

 

Legendary Author, Adventurer, and TNWC Member: 

Charles W. Sasser (1942-Present) 

                by Dan Case 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

Charles W. Sasser 

     Charles W. Sasser, “Chuck” to his friends, first joined 
TNW about 1978. Peggy Fielding was ecstatic to have a 
published writer join the group. At that time, Chuck had 
published thousands of articles in many of the top-paying 
magazines of that time. Chuck was a homicide detective with 
the Tulsa Police department, but soon retired to write full 
time. 

     When I joined TNW in 1982, I and other male members 
would enjoy Chuck’s tales of adventure at “brag” time. We 
started living our adventure-lives vicariously through Chuck. 
His various adventures around the country and world resulted 
in hundreds of magazine articles and, finally, novels and books. 

     Chuck is in big demand by New York publishers and is 
kept busy on writing assignments. He writes every day, starting 
about 1 a.m., until he has at least six to eight hours of writing 

done. He writes by hand, then types his manuscript (at about 
200 words a minute) as he edits. 

     In spite of his busy working life, he never fails to serve the 
writing community. Chuck served as the President of TNW at 
the turn of the century. During his tenure, more men joined 
TNW than at any other time before that. Chuck taught an all-
day writing seminar at his ranch in Choteau on Fort Gibson 
Lake. There were 30-40 in attendance.  

     In 2002, Chuck was awarded the Tulsa NightWriter of the 
Year award. Chuck still speaks at our meetings, writes for 
NightScripts, serves as a writing judge, and more . . . whenever 
asked. 

~ DAN CASE is editor of Writing for DOLLARS!, owner of AWOC.COM  

    Publishing, creator of Chicken Writer daily cartoon, and an author,  

    speaker, and lifetime TNWC member. 

www.annieheartfield.com                  facebook.com/annieheartfieldhartzog                 twitter.com/annieheartfield  
www.linkedin.com/in/annieheartfield                 annieheartfield.tumblr.com                 www.instagram.com/annieheartfield/  

http://www.annieheartfield.com
https://www.facebook.com/annieheartfieldhartzog
https://twitter.com/annieheartfield
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annieheartfield
http://annieheartfield.tumblr.com
https://www.instagram.com/annieheartfield/
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Want to find out more about Charles W. Sasser?  

Visit his website—www.charlessasser.com—and his Amazon author page. 

Just a Few of the 60+ Books Authored and Co-Authored by Charles W. Sasser 

      2016      2014  2013        2011      2010           2010   2009        2008      2008          2008       2005 

        2005     2004  2004     2003        2003      2003       2002     2002         2002      2001           2000 

FEATURE ARTICLES (CONT .) 

 

“Chuck Sasser is a constant source 
of inspiration to me. I knew from our 
first handshake in 2007 that he was 
something special. I live in awe of his 
energy and integrity. He travels to 
places I only dream about and allows 
me to live vicariously through him. No 
one deserves this honor more than 
Chuck.” ~ Jim Laughter 

 
 

“I’ve never known anyone quite like 
Chuck Sasser: Sure, he’s an 
adventurer who’s lived to tell the 
tales in his fabulous books and 
articles. What strikes me the most 
about him, though, is that he’s 
unassuming, honest, humble, generous 
in helping fledgling writers, and always 
faithful to support fellow writers. I’m 
honored to call him mentor and friend  
 

 

and am delighted that he’s received this 
award! Bravo and God bless.”  
~ Carla Stewart 

 
 

“I’ve known Chuck Sasser for a long 
time, and being around him always 
lifts my spirits.” No matter what’s 
going on, Chuck is always smiling and 
upbeat in nature.” ~ Bob Avey 

 
 

“Chuck is my all-time, all-around 
favorite author who is as equally at 
home writing soft romance for the 
Foxy Ladies series as he is adventure 
and sci-fi novels. In fact, I’d guess he 
could even write a bestselling cookbook 
if he put his mind to it!”  
~ M. Carolyn Steele 
 

 

 

“I remember, years ago, when I first 
joined Tulsa NightWriters, that 
Chuck was one of four members 
who helped me feel welcome in the 
club. Even though I was a stranger, he 
had a "hello," a nod, or a pat on the 
shoulder for me at every meeting. 
Because of his kindness, I felt accepted 
in the group. Thank you, Chuck.” 

~ Donna Jones   

 
 

“Chuck, you are loved and greatly 
admired, not only because of your 
own accomplishments, but because 
of how much you give of yourself to 
others. Congratulations to you.”  
~ Marion Grace 

 

 
 

Thanks for the memories, Chuck! 
Here’s what some of our long-time members have to say about Charles W. Sasser. . . . 

http://www.charlessasser.com
https://www.amazon.com/Charles-W.-Sasser/e/B000AP9H22/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1472842656&sr=1-2-ent
http://awoc.com/#/book/41
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FEATURE ARTICLES (CONT .) 

 

“Charles Sasser is one of a  kind. 
Obviously an extraordinarily talented 
writer. An inspiration in his 
commitment to his art and to those of 
us in Tulsa NightWriters. An 
adventurer. There isn't much Chuck 
hasn't done. In short, he's a wonderful 
friend and storyteller with an 
exceptional repository of adventures 
and experiences to draw from. One of a 
kind.” ~ Carol Snow 

 

“Chuck, you're truly a Marathon 
Man in every sense of the word. 
Always ready with an adventure story at 
the drop of the hat! Keep writing, my 
friend!”  ~ Sally Jadlow 

 

“Even at 74, Chuck Sasser has not 
slowed down. He’s a true adventurer  

 

who’s traveled all around the world. 
Chuck is a great writer whom I’ve been 
honored to have known for many years. 
Chuck has been a rodeo clown—and I 
must admit there’s still a little clown in 
him—and, also, a wounded combat 
veteran who distinguished himself in 
both the U.S. Navy and U.S. Army. 
What else is there to say . . . congrats to 
Chuck on being voted our second Hall 
of Fame inductee.” ~ Mike Koch 

 

“No matter how many people are 
lined up to speak with Chuck Sasser, 
he always gives each one his 
undivided attention. And regardless of 
the number of e-mails I send him, he’s 
never too busy for a kind reply. Few 
men are as dynamic, hard working, 
determined, genuine, humble, and loyal 
as Chuck. He shows us how to live  

 

fully, write passionately, tackle 
challenges head-on, and serve others. 
It’s a privilege and an inspiration to 
know him. Congratulations, Chuck! 
~ Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

 

“I first met Chuck Sasser as a 
student in his writing class at Tulsa 
Community College back in 2000 or 
so. An accomplished novel writer 15 
years ago, he has probably written 70 
more books since then. Ask Chuck 
about his current adventure 
“assignment”—the research for his next 
book. You will be amazed. 
Congratulations, Chuck.” ~ Mary Coley 

Thanks for the memories, Chuck! (Cont.) 
Here’s what some of our long-time members have to say about Charles W. Sasser. . . . 

 

     Presidential candidates have been on my mind a lot this 
year. My preoccupation with those who seek office probably 
has something to do with the fact that TNWC officer 
elections are coming up in November. We have three vacant 
positions on our officer board, including that of president. 
(The negative rhetoric of our ongoing U.S. presidential race 
couldn’t possibly be contributing to my fixation, could it?) 
Whenever I think about elections, I remember great leaders, 
and former U.S. president Ronald Reagan inevitably comes 
to mind. 

 

     No matter what one thinks of Ronald Reagan’s politics, 
it’s hard to dispute his popularity. In a 2013 Gallup poll, he 
scored as the second “best” modern president in U.S. 
history, behind John F. Kennedy. What made him so likable? 
Some say it was his sense of humor. He was the “Great 
Communicator” who had a knack for making witty and 
incisive remarks that people still quote years later. Here’s one 
of my favorites: 

“When you can’t make them see the light, make  
  them feel the heat.” 

 Turning Up the Heat—2017 TNWC Officer  Nominations 

                                               by Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 
                       

             Editor, NightScripts 



 It is in this spirit that I’d like to share a few of my 
favorite Reagan quotes as possible responses to the 
most common objections to serving on our officer 
board. After each objection, simply ask yourself, “What 
would Reagan say?” 

OBJECTION #1:  I love the club, but I can’t serve as 
an officer. Surely someone else will step forward. 

“No matter what time it is, wake me, even if it’s in  
  the middle of a Cabinet meeting.” 

Substitute club or board for Cabinet, and it fits. 

OBJECTION #2:  But I’m not qualified to be an 
officer. 

“The thought of being President frightens me, and  
  I do not think I want the job.”  

“But there are advantages to being elected  
  President. The day after I was elected, I had my  
  high school grades classified as Top Secret.” 

OBJECTION #3:  But I dislike dealing with conflict. 

“Peace is not absence of conflict; it is the ability to  
  handle conflict by peaceful means.”  

If all else fails, you can always soothe ruffled feathers by 
passing around a jar of jellybeans, in true Reagan style. 

OBJECTION #4:  But I never fail to make stupid 
mistakes and embarrass myself in front of everyone. 

“Politics is not a bad profession. If you succeed,  
  there are many rewards. If you disgrace yourself,  
  you can always write a book.”  

Replace Politics with Being on the board. What a relief to 
hear that success is guaranteed! We’re all writers. 

OBJECTION #5:  But I don’t have time to do the job! 

“It’s true—hard work never killed anybody, but I  
  figure, why take the chance?”   

 

“Nobody is too busy. It’s just a matter of   
  priorities.”  

         Reagan’s reputation as the “Great Communicator” 
isn’t surprising when one considers that he was an 
incurable writer. Not only did Reagan write speeches 
and radio commentaries on public policy issues, but he 
wrote short fiction, poetry, sports stories, letters, and 
newspaper articles, as well. His communication skills 
served him well. With the exception of evangelist Billy 
Graham, Reagan has appeared in the Top 10 of Gallup’s 
Most Admired Man list more often than any other 
individual—over 30 times. As James Humes said, “The 
art of communication is the language of leadership.” 
Historically, many of the finest leaders have been 
writers—John F. Kennedy, for example, won the 
Pulitzer Prize in history for Profiles in Courage in 1957. 

     Do you feel the heat yet? You should since I’ve 
turned it up a notch by including yet a third article on 
officer nominations in this publication. But in case my 
point is still unclear, please allow me to crank it up one 
more degree:  

“Heroes may not be braver than anyone else.  
  They’re just braver five minutes longer.”   

Substitute leaders or officers for heroes, and there’s another 
Reagan axiom to ponder as we all consider what we can 
do to make a difference for our fellow club members 
next year.  

     The truth is, whether or not we serve as club 
officers, any and all contributions are valuable and 
needed. Everyone who contributes time and talent to our 
organization is a leader, no matter how large or small 
the contribution. It’s up to each of us to decide what 
and how much we can give. The number of talented, 
caring members in our club leads me to believe that the 
right people will come forward to fill our 2017 officer 
board vacancies. Will you be one of them? 
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About the Author 

     Dusty is the Zane Grey 
of modern times, having 
penned and sold 160 
novels. He serves on the 
board of Ozark Creative 
Writers Conference, held 
annually in Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas, as 
well as on the boards of 
the Ozarks Writers 
League in Branson, 
Missouri, and the 
Oklahoma Writers 
Federation, Inc. He is 
president of Western 
Writers of America. In 
2004, he was inducted 
into the Arkansas Writers 
Hall of Fame. 

    Dusty and his wife, Pat, 
reside next to Beaver 
Lake, east of Springdale, 
Arkansas, that is, 
whenever they aren't off 
at speaking engagements 
or writers’ conferences, 
announcing rodeos or 
chuck wagon races, or 
researching for Western 
novels. He and his wife 
have two wonderful 
daughters, Ann and 
Rhonda, two great sons-
in-law, and four super 
grandkids. 
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irst, I want to thank all my friends at Tulsa NightWriters for inviting me to 
share some of my thirty-plus years of climbing up the wall to publication with 
you. Your organization was a big part of my gaining some altitude in this 
business. Also, your group sponsored a top man at St. Martin at a writers’ 

conference. He invited me to submit to his company. Though he couldn’t use my 
manuscript, he told me about a publisher who needed it. I put his letter on top of my 
returned manuscript and sent it to them. Thus, I sold that book because I attended a 
writers’ conference. 
 
     If you want to be a professional writer, you won’t ever regret the money you spend 
attending writers’ conferences. I have networked with so many people—been able to 
help others, as well. You don’t get too big and so published that you don’t need to attend 
conferences. But you need business cards. You need to use what others use today to sell 
their products. Hand those cards out. It’s the cheapest ad campaign I have. 
 
     I travel a lot on business. If I see someone reading a kindle or book, I hand them my 
card. “I write books. Check one out.” In an airport, hotel, anywhere, that is your market. 
These people can become your fans. Hand them a card that tells them where they can get 
your book. “Try me.” 
 
     I put my e-mail address in every book. Once in a while, I get a smarty, but there are 
some heartbreakers, too. Two army captains told me, “Keep writing those Westerns.  
You got me through two tours in Afghanistan.” And a man asked when my next Chet 
Byrnes book was coming out. He had read them all and loved them. He was 103 years 
old. 
 
     I have sold many of my books at Western Writers of America. Jim Crownover, a 
friend of mine, had written several books and was not a member of WWA. I told him, go 
to the convention and look for a publisher. He said, “I am not a member.” I said, “No 
problem. Attend it.” He did and sold a five-book contract. His first book won a category 
award, and he won the best-first-book Spur Award, too. Who said they aren’t buying 
Westerns?  
 
     Last November, I talked to a lady at a conference who wrote movie scripts. She told 
me she had some connections, and I gave her four books. She contacted one of my 
publishers, and he met with her connections. Casey Cowen has been working hard to 
build Oghma Books. He and I worked 48 hours nonstop on how to sell Dusty Richards 
to those film people. His final paper is a helluva great job. He sold them an option on my 
then up-and-coming book, The Mustanger and the Lady. Now, there are plans to shoot the 
film in August-September in Arizona. (I will have more information in my next column.) 

 F 

JUST ‘RITING AROUND 
 First Quarterly Installment 

 

                by Dusty Richards 
2004 Arkansas Writers Hall of Fame Inductee 



Books by   
Dusty Richards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 And many more. . . .    
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     Remember, all these things happened at writers’ conferences. I sold my successful 
Chet Byrnes series at OWFI, years ago, to Gary Goldstein, who is at Kensington. 
Another story, I will share with you in future columns. 
 
      You can still register for the Ozark Creative Writers Conference in Eureka Springs, 
which takes place on the second weekend in October, and provides many publishers you 
can talk to. I will be there. It’s close, not really expensive, and a friendly crowd. Look 
them up and join me. 
 
     If I had not gone to conferences, I would never have sold 160 novels and, now, three 
movie options. That is almost unbelievable. But let me have a computer, and I can click a 
horse opera out for you. 
 
     Here is a neat, new outfit I spoke at last weekend. Storytellers of America will hold its 
Showcase Conference on Saturday, November 12, at the Holiday Inn in Rogers, 
Arkansas. There will be several writing contests and awards, guests who will share their 
expertise, and an evening awards banquet.  
 
     Storytellers of America was organized so creative writers in all fields could gather and 
share. Musicians who write their own songs, fiction and nonfiction authors, poets, 
playwrights, photographers, storytellers, and artists come together to share their talents 
and to network. 
 
     Three conferences a year are planned. They include the annual free conference, held 
in March by the Northwest Arkansas Writers Workshop, and a July get-together such as 
the one held recently at Sky-Vue Lodge, on top of the Boston Mountains.  
 

     Watch the website storytellersofamerica.com for more information on the upcoming 
November Creative Showcase. We'd like to see you there. 
 
     I plan to be at Red Steagall’s Cowboy Gathering in Ft. Worth, which is held the last 
weekend in October. My novel, Bride for Gill, is a finalist, along with Tammy Hinton’s  
The Judas Steer novel. Not bad, figuring that Oghma published those books during its first 
year.   
 
     Someone said, cowboys must gallop through my brains. They must. I am going to 
close with what a super Oklahoman said to do. 
 

“A man only learns in two ways, one by reading, and the other by  
  association with smarter people."  
                — Will Rogers 
 
     God bless you. May all your books become bestsellers and movies. Until the next 
issue, think about what that great man said.  
 

     I am dustyrichards@cox.net. 
 
 

Continued from page 12 

http://www.storytellersofamerica.com
mailto:dustyrichards@cox.net
https://www.amazon.com/Texas-Badge-Brandiron-Book-ebook/dp/B01H7NONF0/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1472741648&sr=1-1&keywords=texas+badge+dusty+richards#nav-subnav
https://www.amazon.com/Pray-Dead-Byrnes-Family-Ranch-ebook/dp/B00Y6RB3ZO/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1472741701&sr=1-1&keywords=pray+for+the+dead+dusty+richards#nav-subnav
https://www.amazon.com/Mustanger-Lady-Brandiron-Book-ebook/dp/B01AXC7GRY/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1472741770&sr=1-1&keywords=the+mustanger+and+the+lady+dusty+richards#nav-subnav
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Roan-Colt-Dusty-Richards/dp/1606530704/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1472741828&sr=1-1&keywords=blue+roan+colt+dusty+richards
https://www.amazon.com/Arizona-Territory-Byrnes-Family-Ranch-ebook/dp/B00P53BX8U/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1472741893&sr=1-1&keywords=arizona+territory+dusty+richards#nav-subnav


 
 

 

About the Author 
 

 Although Carol has an 
MFA in drama from OU, 
she taught English at Ohio 
University, TCC, ORU, 
and Spartan. She has 
acted in and directed 
plays all over the country 
and played Aunt Eller in 
Discoveryland’s 
production of Oklahoma! 
for 11 summers. Her 
scripts have appeared on 
the Narrative Television 
Network and at Spotlight 
Theater. She’s published 
a western novel, The 
Search for Hezekiah’s 
Gold, as well as The Gray 
Warriors, a book she and 
her husband wrote about 
his experiences working 
with the DEA in Peru. You 
can find her poetry online 
in magazines, like Writer’s 
Haven and StepAway 
Magazine, and in print in 
several journals, including 
The Lyric, Harp-Strings 
Poetry Journal, and 
Westward Quarterly.  

Contact Carol at 
clsnow108@gmail.com 
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heard the following last night in a documentary about Lincoln: “To have the 
esteem of his fellow men . . . was a tremendous ego boost for this fellow who 
feels a little uncertain about his identity and a little ashamed of his 

background.”   

     Several years passed between my teaching Freshman Comp at Ohio University and 
teaching at TCC. In the meantime, students had picked up an error they’d never made 
before. They were slipping from past tense to present tense as in the excerpt above. The 
word “feels” should be past tense “felt.” These errors puzzled me until I paid attention 
to what was happening on television, mainly in historical documentaries.     

     Many TV writers were shifting from past tense to present tense on purpose—for 
dramatic emphasis. The narration would be in past tense. “Mike had always hated his 
uncle.”   

     Then the narrator would describe part of the story in present tense as the viewer 
watched the scene. “That Saturday when he sees his uncle striking his sister, he runs to 
her aid.” 

     Unfortunately, writers still use this technique.  All you can do is be very aware of your 
tenses, and please don’t contribute to the problem.   

   

 

Books by 

Carol  

Lavelle Snow 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

 Past Tense/Present Tense 

   by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

 I 

Notable Quote 

“Leaders must be close enough to relate to others,  
but far enough ahead to motivate them.” 

—John C. Maxwell  (Sports Commentator, 1950-Present) 

http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow


Tulsa World Interview 
On August 29, Jae Jaeger (aka 
Judith M. Prentice Jaeger) was 
surprised by a call from James D. 

Watts, Jr., of Tulsa World. He interviewed her the next day, on 
August 30, about her new book, 
Pathfinders and Way-Makers: A 
Women’s History of Early Tulsa. 
Pathfinders is a historical look at 56 
women who helped shape Tulsa. Jae, 
who is also a member of the Tulsa 
Genealogical Society, did meticulous 
research for the book, uncovering 
fascinating details about these women’s 
lives and contributions. Click here— 

TW 09/03/16—to read the article. 
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OUR MEMBERS HAVE BRAGS 

Jae Jaeger 
AKA Judith M.  

Prentice Jaeger 

Studio Tulsa Broadcast 

Just a note to let you all know that one of 
my commentaries was broadcast on 
August 24, on Studio Tulsa, on KWGS 
89.5 FM, at 11:30 a.m. Central Daylight 
Savings Time. The commentary runs 
about five minutes and starts just after 
minute 25:30. This commentary is on 
dreams and the imagination. 
 

http://publicradiotulsa.org/post/nathan-pritchett-executive-
director-fab-lab-tulsa-upcoming-mini-maker-faire#stream/ 

 

Mark Darrah (A Catalogue of Common People) 

Mark 
Darrah 

Tulsa Historical Society Speaking 
Engagement and Book Signing 
You are invited to attend a special book signing on 
Saturday, September 10, at 11:00 a.m., sponsored by the 
Tulsa Historical Society (2445 South Peoria). Jae Jaeger 
(aka Judith M. Prentice Jaeger) will be presenting the 
program, entitled “first women of aviation, Tulsa 1920s-
1930s.” This is just one of several interesting presentations 
that have arisen from Jae’s journey in researching her book, 
Pathfinders and Way-Makers: A Women’s History of 
Early Tulsa. 

Dusty Richards 
Filming to Begin 
I got word this week that, in mid-
September, they will begin filming 
their version of my novel, The 
Mustanger and the Lady, in 
central Arizona. I hope to get out 
there for a cameo shot. We will see 
how that works.     

Donna Welch Jones 

Author Fair 
Donna Welch Jones will participate in 
an Author Fair at the Tahlequah Public 
Library. The event is scheduled from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 on Saturday, 
September 10, 2016.  

Visit Donna’s website. 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/blogs/scene/arts/book-tells-feminine-side-of-tulsa-history/article_4009ff41-70cf-50a0-9b4e-0e50f5b0dc7c.html
http://publicradiotulsa.org/post/nathan-pritchett-executive-director-fab-lab-tulsa-upcoming-mini-maker-faire#stream/
http://publicradiotulsa.org/post/nathan-pritchett-executive-director-fab-lab-tulsa-upcoming-mini-maker-faire#stream/
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14231161.Mark_Darrah
https://www.amazon.com/Catalogue-Common-People-author-published/dp/B018EWE59W/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467567925&sr=1-2&keywords=mark+darrah
https://www.amazon.com/Catalogue-Common-People-author-published/dp/B018EWE59W/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467568224&sr=1-2&keywords=mark+darrah
http://donnawelchjones.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tulsa NightWriters Club  
Presents 

 

The Craft of Writing 

        A Mini-Conference—Free to the Public 

 

November 5, 2016 
 

9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
 

Martin Regional Library 
2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74129 

 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION WILL WORK IN THREE PHASES: 
 

Phase 1: Through August 31, 2016—Open only to members of Tulsa NightWriters Club. 
Phase 2: September 1, 2016-September 30, 2016—Registration will be opened to members of other OWFI-affiliated (Oklahoma  
         Writers Federation, Inc.) clubs. 
Phase 3: October 1, 2016-October 20, 2016—Any remaining registrations opened to the general public. 
 

Registration ends October 20, 2016, so we can arrange our seminar agenda. 

Click here to sign up. 

THE CRAFT OF WRITING MINI-CONFERENCE AGENDA 
Select one class from each available time slot. Classes will be filled on a first-come-first-serve basis. 

 
 9:00 a.m.-9:15 a.m.   Opening Statements and Instructions 
 

(Speakers will be selling and autographing their work from 9:15 a.m.-9:25 a.m.) 
 

 9:30 a.m.-10:20 a.m.   Plot & Structure    The Novel        Prep Your Manuscript 
         Bill Wetterman    Jim Laughter    M. Carolyn Steele 
 

 10:30 a.m.-11:20 a.m.  World Building    Dialogue    Historicals 
         Bill Wetterman    Jim Laughter    M. Carolyn Steele 
   

 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.                                 L u n c h   o n   Y o u r   O w n 
 

(Speakers will be selling and autographing their work from 12:20 p.m.-12:50 p.m.) 
 

 1:00 p.m.-1:50 p.m.   Social Media Marketing  Short Story    Memoir 
         Dan Case     John Biggs    Nikki Hanna 
 

 2:00 p.m.-2:50 p.m.   Character Development  Voice     The Craft of Writing  
         Renee’ La Viness    John Biggs    Nikki Hanna   

 

 3:00 p.m.-3:50 p.m.   Editing      Mystery/Suspense  Romance/Romantic Suspense 
         Renee’ La Viness    Mary Coley       Linda Trout  
 

 4:00 p.m.-4:20 p.m.   Closing Remarks and Announcement of Flash Writing Contest Winners 
 

(Speakers will be selling and autographing their work from 4:20 p.m.-4:30 p.m.) 

https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/the-craft-of-writing-mini-conference/
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he deadline of September 20th   for the 
submission of manuscripts for the Flash 
Writing Contest is coming up fast. It’s our next 
meeting. Three TNWC members will win $100, 

$60, and $40. Why not you? 

Any questions? Contact Marion Grace by e-mail at 
jnmgrace@att.net or by snail mail at 4205 S. Darlington 
Place, Tulsa, Ok 74135. (Spell out “Place.”) 

Find all contest information on the TNWC website under 
the Mini Conference tab. 

 

 

 

The Flash Writing Contest is open to  
Tulsa NightWriters Club members only. 

The entry may be any genre, including poetry and essay, but 
pornography is not allowed. All entries must start with the same 

three words: 

After I died 

All entries must be unpublished work. 

Submissions are open now. Deadline is midnight, September 20, 

2016 (CST). 

 

Entry fee is $5.00 per submission. Multiple submissions are 

allowed. 

Mail your check to Marion Grace - Treasurer, Tulsa NightWriters 
Club - 4205 S. Darlington PLACE (spell out PLACE) Tulsa, OK 

74135-6436. You may also pay your entry fee(s) at the September  

 

20 meeting instead of mailing. 

Entries, except for poetry, should be double-spaced. Poems may 
be single-spaced per poetry formatting. All entries should be 12pt, 

Times New Roman. Our judge will accept .DOC or .DOCX.  

Word limit is 500 words, including the title.  

Place word count in top right hand corner of  page 1.  Space and 
center your title. Double-space and start your story. Put page 

numbers and title, top right hand corner, starting with page 2.  

Your name must not appear anywhere on your manuscript, or 
you will be disqualified. 

Send your manuscript as an email attachment to Marion Grace at 
jnmgrace@att.net, or by snail mail (along with your check) to 
Marion Grace, 4205 S. Darlington Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
74135. Attach a separate cover sheet with your name, address, 
phone number, email address, and the title of your work. I will 
respond that I have received your entry. I will be the only one who 
has a list of names with titles. I will send entries with titles only to 

the judge. 

First Place……...$100.00 
Second Place……$60.00     

Third Place……….$40.00 

Honorable Mentions awarded at the judge’s discretion. 

Certificates will be given. 

Our anonymous judge is a nationally and internationally known 
author, illustrator, producer, and college professor. Many more 

credentials will be provided at the end of the contest. 

Winners will be announced at 4:00 p.m., at the conclusion of 
the 2016 TNWC Craft of Writing Mini-Conference, on 
Saturday, November 5, at Martin Regional Library, 2601 S. 
Garnett Rd., Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74129. 

2016 TNWC Flash Writing Contest 

            by Marion Grace    
2015 TNWC Flash Fiction Contest Winner and TNWC Treasurer 

 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  Midnight, September 20, 2016 

T 

Contest Guidelines 
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Believable Dialogue 

For Writers  
How to write realistic dialogue. 

 

Saturday, October 15, 2016  
2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

 
Nienhuis Park Community Center  

3201 North 9th Street, Broken Arrow, OK  
$25 per person  
Ages 14 and Up  

 
Instructor: Renee' La Viness 

 

To sign up: 

918-259-6550 or pay at the desk on your way in 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 

 
 

Edit Your Fiction Story  
Learn fun, easy editing tricks  

to expose the real story behind your words. 
 

Saturday, September 24, 2016  
1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Nienhuis Park Community Center  
3201 North 9th Street, Broken Arrow, OK  

$35 per person  
Ages 14 and Up  

Instructor: Renee' La Viness 
 

To sign up: 

918-259-6550 or pay at the desk on your way in 

Do you write stories for children?  

Check out our local critique group: 

Tulsa Area Children’s Book Writers 

Monday, September 19, at 6:30 p.m. 

Martin Regional Library 
2601 S. Garnett Rd. in Tulsa 

INFO: reneelaviness@jespiddlin.net 

 

Free Poetry Course 

The next live, interactive 10-
week session of ModPo will 
begin on September 10, 2016,  
and will conclude on  
November 21, 2016.  

ModPo is a free, open, non-credit 
course on modern and 
contemporary U.S. poetry. It has 
been hosted since 2012 by the 
Kelly Writers House at the 
University of Pennsylvania. The 
new 10-week session opens on 
September 10. To enroll, simply 
 go here: 

www.coursera.org/learn/modpo 

For those who register, the site will be open all year, so if you 
cannot finish going through the week-by-week syllabus in the 
ten weeks between mid-September and mid-November, you 
can always go back and finish any time later. 

ModPo hosts weekly live interactive webcasts, and there are 
meet-ups organized in cities around the world as well as virtual 
discussion groups arranged around a wide range of interests 
and affinities. Each of the ModPo TAs hosts weekly office 
hours. 

ModPo is fully described—with an FAQ—here: 

www.coursera.org/learn/modpo 

This is the fifth year of ModPo. Some 150,000 people from 
191 countries have participated since 2012. It is not like other 
MOOCs (massive open online courses) because it is entirely 
interactive. 

I'd like to recommend this 
course to our club 
members.  Even though I 
don't care for a lot of 
modern American poetry, I 
really enjoyed this class.  In 
fact, I'm taking it again.  I 
may not write the papers 
this time, but the 
discussions are fun and 

interesting.  ~ Carol Snow 

mailto:reneelaviness@jespiddlin.net
https://www.coursera.org/learn/modpo
https://www.coursera.org/learn/modpo
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  Writing Oklahoma Now Project 
  Good afternoon! As the team developing the Writing Oklahoma Now project through the support of  
  Oklahoma State University, we want to extend to you all the opportunity to develop your stories with us.  
  Particularly, we’re looking for: 

• Family histories and arrival stories to Oklahoma 
• Descriptions of landmarks, places, and objects 

• Stories about what Oklahoma was like and what it is like now 
• Descriptions of daily life in Oklahoma 

• Thoughts about what Oklahoma needs now and in the future 
• Beliefs about what gives Oklahoma its character 

• Responses to what people think about when they think of Oklahoma 
• Revelations about the hidden aspects of our state 

After being reviewed, the stories will be anthologized on the Writing Oklahoma Now webpage that is currently being built. 
Our hope is that these stories will contribute to a deeper understanding of the spectrum of voices within Oklahoma. 
 

If you have additional questions, please contact Christina Lane at 
christina.lane@okstate.edu. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 

 

SPEED DATING 

FOR READERS 
 

Author  

Tierney James 
 

Lost in the 70s? Once in a blue moon 
someone comes into your life that makes 
you laugh out loud, long to share a cup of 
coffee, and hang out chatting over 
favorite books, movies and theology.  
Gail. . . . 
 

 tierneyjames.com/speed-dating-for-readers 

Click to sign in to the Members Only section of the OWFI website and view The Report:  Spring 2016  

AUTHORS NEEDED  
FOR AUTHOR PANELS/ 

BOOK SIGNINGS! 
 
 

Broadmoor  
Retirement Living Community 

8205 E. 22nd Street 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 

 

 

 

Events are free and open to the public. For more 
information, please contact Tom Teegarden at  

(918) 794-2222 or osagetj@gmail.com. 

mailto:christina.lane@okstate.edu
http://tierneyjames.com/speed-dating-for-readers
http://owfi-mo.org/download.php?f=2016_spring.pdf
mailto:osagetj@gmail.com
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Three Messages  
from Your Editor 

 

ARTICLES NEEDED 
for Our Club Newsletter 
We still need articles for the November
-December issues of NightScripts, so if 
you have an idea, then please feel free 

to contact me at juliekh314@cox.net. Any 
club member may submit an article for 
consideration. This is a great opportunity 

to boost your résumé, get some feedback on your writing, and 
help others.  Remember, the submission deadline is always the 
first of the month. 
 
Our roster now contains 105 talented members, so I know 
you're out there. I'd love nothing more than to hear from each 
and every one of you.  
 

NightScripts-Contributor Prizes  
to be Awarded 
Last year, our officer board gave certificates of appreciation to 
all NightScripts contributors. This year, we will award first- 
through third-place certificates for the best articles published 
in NightScripts. Judging will be conducted by an anonymous 
outside party, and the winners, announced at our Christmas 

party. Please contact me (juliekh314@cox.net) if you’d like to 
contribute an article for the November-December issues of 
NightScripts. 
 
 

Submission Call  
for Our 2016 TNWC Holiday Book Catalog 
Plans for a third biannual TNWC book catalog are now 
underway. The tentative publication date is November 15, 
2016. The book catalog includes hyperlinks to our authors’ 
books on Amazon, as well as to their websites. It is 
disseminated electronically, and everyone is encouraged to 
share it with friends. (To view our 2016 summer book catalog, 

click on this link: 2016 TNWC Summer Book Catalog.) A big 
thank you to Derek Bullard for volunteering to serve as 
consulting editor on this project. 
 
If you’d like to add a book/s to the catalog, then please  
e-mail a JPEG of your book cover/s to me, along with the 

following information (for each book), by October 1. Single-
space the lines and use Times New Roman, 12-point font size.   
 
1.) Book Title 
2.) Author’s Name 
3.) Honors and Awards for this Title 
4.) Genre 
5.) Publisher (Please use full name and correct styling.) 
6.) No. of Pages 
7.) 50-Word (Maximum) Synopsis 
8.) Website Link (or other link if you do not have a website) 
 
If your books are already listed in the catalog, then you 
don’t need to resubmit the information unless you want 
to make a change. 
 
Thank you, in advance, for your help making our catalog a 
success. If you have any questions, then please contact me at 

juliekh314@cox.net. 
 

 

 
 

A Message from  
Donna Welch Jones 

 
          AUTHORS NEEDED 
           for a Group Article 

 
HELP! I am writing an article titled “Author Regrets” for the 
October or November newsletter. The article will include one 
or two sentences contributed by individual authors telling a 
mistake he/she made—something they wish they had done or 
something they wish they had not done related to their writing 
career. A couple of dozen people contributed to our last group 
article on best advice for authors, which was wonderful!  

 
If you are willing to contribute to the article, you may post on 
this site or e-mail your comment to me at 

sky744sky@yahoo.com. If you prefer to keep your comment 
anonymous, type “anonymous” at the end of your private  
e-mail to me. Thank you for considering this. 
 

Deadline: Sept. 15, 2016  

Julie  
Kimmel-Harbaugh 

mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/a-river-of-stories-a-nightBeing%20on%20the%20board%20forwriters-anthology/
mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
mailto:sky744sky@yahoo.com
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A Message from Your 
Treasurer 

Annual Membership Drive 
HELP! Please consider turning in 
your membership renewal form and 
dues before the October 18 meeting. 
We are blessed with a large community 
in the Tulsa NightWriters Club, but if 
we all wait to renew at the October 
meeting, then renewals will dominate the 
whole meeting. 

Click here to print a copy of the membership form, which 
can be found on our website. Make checks payable to Tulsa 
NightWriters Club. Please staple your check to the form. You 
may give both to Marion at any meeting up to October. You 
may also send your paperwork by snail mail to: 

Marion Grace, Treasurer 
4205 South Darlington Place 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 
 

Remember to type “Place” in my address, as my mail often goes 
to “Avenue.” You will be sending a check to Tulsa NightWriters 
Club according to the following choices: 
 

1.)  Join only TNWC for $15.00. If you join after OWFI’s May 
conference, then your membership for TNWC is good until 
October of the following year—for 16 months. 
 

2.)  Join TNWC and OWFI for $35.00. I will send in your 
paperwork to OWFI for the October 1, 2016-September 30, 
2017, membership year. We get credit for your affiliation, and 
you save $5.00. (OWFI membership is only $20.00 with the 
affiliation.) 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: If you are already a member of 
TNWC, then you may add your OWFI membership by 
yourself, online. Simply fill out the membership form found on 
the OWFI website, but please remember to state that your 
affiliate club is Tulsa NightWriters Club. By indicating that 
you belong to an affiliate club, you will get a $5.00 discount.  
 

3.)  Join only  OWFI for $25.00 as a Member-At-Large. Go 
to their website and join online. (If you choose this option, keep 
in mind that only paid members of TNWC may attend TNWC 
meetings, receive our newsletter, etc. Visitors may attend up to 
three meetings to see if they’d like to join.)  

 

All who want to join OWFI for 2017 should renew their 
memberships by September 30, 2016. 

Please see Marion Grace if you have any questions— 

jnmgrace@att.net  

 

What Are the Benefits  
of a Tulsa NightWriters Club Membership? 
* Membership in a group with a sixty-five-plus-year history of 
 supporting writers and soon-to-be writers. 
* Monthly meetings with speakers who share up-to-date  
 information in the publishing field, craft instruction, 
 inspiration, and other topics of interest to writers. 
* Subscription to monthly newsletter, NightScripts. 
* Eligibility for annual club writing contest and discounts for  
   any club-sponsored workshops. 
* Affiliate of Oklahoma Writers’ Federation, Inc., (OWFI), a 
 state group offering an annual writers conference and 
 contests each May. 
* Listing of your website/blog on Tulsa NightWriters Club  
   website, including the opportunity to be a guest blogger. 
* Thriving social media community. 
* Networking and leadership opportunities. 
* Opportunity to market your books in online members book 
 catalog. 
* Membership in our closed Facebook group. 
* Opportunity to be published in any club-sponsored   
   anthology. 
 

Please feel free to visit two or three meetings to see if 
joining Tulsa NightWriters Club will benefit your writing 

journey. 
 

What are the Benefits of an Oklahoma Writers’ 
Federation, Inc., (OWFI), Membership? 
OWFI is a state group, of which Tulsa NightWriters Club is an 
affiliate. OWFI offers a three-day annual writers’ conference 
held each May. Membership in OWFI entitles you to a quarterly 
newsletter, notices of opportunities for writers, through their 
website, blog, and Facebook page, and the ability to enter the 
conference’s writing contest in up to 34 categories. (Each 
awards First-, Second-, and Third-Place certificates and cash 
prizes, as well as Honorable Mention certificates at the judges’ 
discretion.) The conference gives you a chance to interview with 
literary agents and publishers to promote your work. The 
evening buzz sessions give you a chance to network and attend 
discussions. 

Marion Grace 

https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/join-us/
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
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Joining OWFI is not required but strongly encouraged. 
We have the most members of all OWFI affiliates. This gives 
us the strongest possible voice at OWFI affiliate meetings. 
Each year, we celebrate our members’ conference 
achievements at our May meeting. The benefits of an OWFI 
membership far outweigh the $20.00 membership fee. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
for TNWC Craft of Writing Mini-Conference 
Our mini-conference chair, Bill Wetterman, is seeking 
volunteers to help with publicity and hospitality. The 
mini-conference will be held on November 5, 2016, at Martin 
Regional Library, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, from 9:00 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. If you can help, then please contact Bill at 

bwetterman@cox.net. For more information about the 
mini-conference, see page 16. 
 

TNWC Flash Writing Contest 
This year’s annual TNWC writing contest is taking place 
earlier than it did last year. The name has also been changed 
from “Flash Fiction Contest” to “Flash Writing Contest,” in 
order to avoid confusion about acceptable genres. Winners 
will be announced at the end of the Tulsa NightWriters Craft 
of Writing Mini-Conference on November 5, instead of at 
the Christmas party. For contest guidelines, see page 17. 
 

Door Prize Program 
At the July 16, 2016, officer board meeting, board members 
unanimously agreed to discontinue the Door Prize Program, 
which was established by a previous board. This will give 
members and visitors more time to network with one another 
after meetings. 
 
TNWC Accountability-Partner Program 
To participate in the Accountability-Partner Program, simply 
team up with one or more NightWriters at the close of our 
monthly meetings. You connect with each other at least once 
a week, for one month, whether in person or via media, talk 
about the projects you are working on, and offer assistance in 
whatever area your partner is struggling with. If you live out 
of state or some distance from Tulsa and can’t come to 
meetings, then e-mail Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh, and she will 
send out a notice to the membership that you are looking for 

a partner. Julie’s e-mail address is juliekh314@cox.net.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
OFFICERS NEEDED 
2017 Officer Nominations and Election 
2017 officer nominations will be accepted at our October 
meeting. The election will take place at our November 
meeting. Jim Laughter, Bill Wetterman, and Pam Wetterman 
will be stepping down; thus, we will need to fill the positions 
of president, vice president, and hospitality chair. Marion 
Grace has agreed to accept nomination to serve a second 
term as treasurer. Our editor/communications director, Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh, is willing to accept nomination for a third 
term. 
 
Please consider serving your fellow NightWriters as an 
officer. The commitment is for one year only, and it’s a 
wonderful opportunity to become more involved, get to 
know people, help others, and grow, as both a writer and a 
leader. There’s no need to let lack of experience stand in your 
way. Previous board members will be available to help, as 
needed.  
 
Eligibility requirements to serve as a Tulsa NightWriters 
officer are as follows: 
 

 Be a member in good standing (dues paid) for at least 
one (1) year. 

 Attendance at a majority (at least 7 of 12) of the meetings 
for the previous year.   

 
Information about specific officer duties can be found 
here. Please feel free to contact any board member if you 
have questions or concerns. Board members’ e-mail 
addresses can be found on page 24. 

mailto:bwetterman@cox.net
mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/by-laws/


 

 
eptember is rich with learning  
opportunities for writers. TU’s Lifelong 
Learning Institute offers a two-day 
Saturday Writing Retreat (September 20 

and 24) with Britton Gildersleeve. I’ve taken  courses 
from her and recommend them. Critiquing  
opportunities are included. Class is limited to 15, so 

don’t delay. Visit utulsa.edu/academics/continuing 
education/lifelong-learning. 
 
     OSU’s Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI)  
offers intriguing six-week courses beginning  
September 19, for people 55 and older. The subjects 
are fascinating. Consider teaching a class in the  
future. I teach there occasionally. Check it out at  

education.okstate.edu/olli. 
 
     Bill Bernhardt’s Rose State College Writers  
Conference is September  23-25 in Midwest City. 
Stay at the Sheridan next to the conference site. For 
$20, upgrade to the top floor where a free breakfast 
and happy-hour food is provided. It’s a great,  
inexpensive conference, and the writing contest is 
worth a try. Google Rose State College Writers Con-
ference for  details. 
 
     Our own Renee’ La Viness offers Saturday  
writing classes periodically. I’ve taken three of them, 
and they are wonderful. September 24 will be “Edit 
Your Fiction Story.” Check out her website— 

www.jespiddlin.com/designingtheworldwithwords. 
 

 

 

 

 

Books by Nikki Hanna 

WORKSHOP , CONFERENCE , & CONTEST CORNER 

NIK’S PIKS 
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  September Learning Opportunities 

            by Nikki Hanna 

                      Visit Nikki’s website. 

S 

utulsa.edu/academics/continuing%20education/lifelong-learning
utulsa.edu/academics/continuing%20education/lifelong-learning
education.okstate.edu/olli
https://www.rose.edu/content/business-community/community-learning-center/writers-conference-2016/
https://www.rose.edu/content/business-community/community-learning-center/writers-conference-2016/
http://www.jespiddlin.com/designingtheworldwithwords
http://www.amazon.com/Hey-Kids-Watch-This-Beyond/dp/0982872623/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454612696&sr=8-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Out-Iowa-Into-Oklahoma-take-ebook/dp/B007SNZV8I/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-4&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Capture-Life-Biography-Create-Memoir-ebook/dp/B007RQV3HO/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-3&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Leadership-Savvy-Nikki-Hanna-ebook/dp/B0081L52BW/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-5&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Heels-Smokin-Moxie-Back-ebook/dp/B00KV4FMCQ/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.nikkihanna.com


YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 

NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. 
Membership in TNWSN, our Tulsa 
NightWriters Social Network group, is 
open to non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

 

2016 TNWC MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

 
September 20 
Nita Beshear 

Moving Your Story Along 

 
October 18 

TBA 

 
November 5 

TNWC Mini-Conference 
2016 TNWC Flash Writing Contest Awards 

 

November 15 
OWFI-Writing-Contest Winners Panel 

 
December 13 (2nd Tuesday) 

TNWC Annual Christmas Party 
Installation of New Officers 

Tulsa NightWriter of the Year and Golden Circle Awards 
NightScripts Contributor Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Laughter 
President 

jimlaughter@att.net 
 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Bill Wetterman 
Vice President 
bwetterman@cox.net 

Pam Wetterman 
Hospitality 

pwetterman@cox.net 

Julie 
Kimmel-
Harbaugh 

Editor 
juliekh314@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite. Thanks to 
Jana Hays and Maggie Villines for their help making sure our Twit-
ter page was set up properly. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWSN Public Facebook Group 

http://www.nightwriters.org
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=jim+laughter
mailto:jimlaughter@att.net
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
mailto:bwetterman@cox.net
mailto:pwetterman@cox.net
mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65584661400/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/169870793387206/


Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

 

 
NightScripts Submission Guidelines 

 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or  photographs 
Send To:  Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

 juliekh314@cox.net 
 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES  
FOR THE OCTOBER-DECEMBER ISSUES.  

Contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh for details. Thank you. 
W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net. 

 FROM YOUR EDITOR 
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     Peggy Fielding, originally a first-grade 
teacher, blew into Tulsa in the mid-1970s 
determined to write full-time. She was 
divorced and penniless but had the courage of 
a lion. Not quite five feet tall, the dauntless 
Fielding visited a Tulsa NightWriters (TNW) 
meeting, took the reins from hobbyists, and 
changed the direction of the club forever. She loved quoting 
Samuel Johnson to her students: “No man but a blockhead ever 
wrote except for money.” 

  

     Writing became her life. She studied the craft, learned as she 
wrote, and sold. Peggy shared this knowledge with students at 
Tulsa Community College (TCC), where she taught for over 30 
years. Her energy and humor vitalized these students, and most 
joined TNW.  

 Peggy taught and mentored more than one generation of 
Oklahoma writers and soon became the unofficial guru, ramrod, 
and Mother Hen for writers in several states. Fielding wrote and 
taught both fiction and nonfiction to support herself, a fact that 
brought her great satisfaction. Fielding purchased a large bookcase 
for her Tulsa home and filled it with published works written by 
her students. At the time of her death, 400 books were proudly 
displayed in her Midtown house. 

by Jackie King, 2016 

 

Peggy Fielding (1927-2014)  

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
http://www.nightwriters.org
mailto:jnmgrace@att.net
file:///C:/Users/Julie/Documents/backmail

