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or many of us, it’s difficult to make time to 
write regularly, even under normal 
circumstances—I’m certainly under no illusions 

about that. I also know that the holidays are the busiest time of 
year for a lot of people, and even writers with good habits and 
strong routines can get knocked off the wagon and go days, 
even weeks, without writing. (All of you successfully pulling off 
NaNoWriMo—I’m not talking to you. You guys just go on and 
keep cranking out your 2,000 words a day. I’m not jealous at 
all. Really.) 

     One of the fields in which I write is health and fitness, and 
the holidays are often quite challenging on that front, as well, 
inundated as we are with vast quantities of food on all fronts—
at work, at parties, and with family. I’ve written tips on how to 
make it through the holidays without gaining weight, and it 
occurred to me that, as with most any habit, the principles—
two in particular—also apply to writing.  

     The first is to develop a routine you can stick to. No doubt, 
you know from experience that building a good writing routine 
takes effort, diligence, and self-discipline (just like building a 
routine of healthy eating!). The trick is to take it one day at a 
time and to focus on making the best choices we can now, 
rather than worrying about tomorrow or the next day—
persevering in the moment, over and over and over, is how we 
form good habits and make it through challenging times.    

     The second is to be gracious with yourself. I’ve never been 
particularly good at this, either with health and fitness or with 
writing. I get frustrated when my food discipline breaks down, 
when I overeat and gain weight. Similarly, I get antsy when I 
haven’t written in a while.  
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     Let’s say I’ve gone and eaten all of the things I didn’t 
want to eat. Let’s say I was tired, and so I went and 
watched TV instead of putting in some writing time—for 
the third day in a row, or maybe the twelfth. Now what? 

     The wise thing to do would be to take a deep breath 
and remind myself that it’s going to be okay. These things 
happen to most people at one point or another. Nobody 
but me (not even my wife, really) cares if I grow love 
handles over the course of December. Nobody but me 

cares if I hit my daily writing quota. So who am I 
transgressing against? No one but myself.  

     What I should do is forgive myself and resolve to do 
better. I should analyze the problem without beating 
myself up and try to find solutions to avoid a repeat. I 
should treat each day like the clean slate it is.  

     So, as you go through the holidays (or any other time in 
life), should you get sidetracked from what you feel like 
you should be doing, I encourage you to stick with it, to do 
what you can, and, above all, to be gracious with yourself. 

Continued from Page 1 
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     Our November meeting speakers are Nikki 
Hanna, Joshua Danker-Dake, and Bill 
Wetterman. Each will present on an aspect of 
the OWFI Writing Contest. Then, the three will 
answer contest related questions from the 
audience. Much of the information covered is 
applicable to other writing contests, as well as to 
OWFI.  

     Nikki will discuss the initial process of 
determining what categories we want to enter. 
When and where might the writing take place? 
She will also address the importance of editing.  

     Josh will cover the on-line entry procedures, 
and the “value” of attending the OWFI 
Conference.  

     Find out what conference attendees need to 
know.  Bill will tell us how to have the best 
experience possible. Also, we’ll learn how to get 
involved, and why it’s a good idea. 

 

 

ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS  
 

Nikki Hanna 

    Nikki Hanna is an author and 
winner of the Oklahoma Writers' 
Federation, Inc.'s 2013 Crème de la 
Crème award. In addition to 
writing, she offers workshops on 

memoir writing (Capture Life) and on aging (Beyond 
Aging Well). She is dedicated to entertaining 
audiences, enlightening aspiring leaders, inspiring 
women, and encouraging people to age with purpose 
and passion; and she speaks on these topics. Her 
writings and presentations are rich with strong 
messages and laced with humor.  
 
Nikki has a degree from Northeastern Oklahoma State 
University and a masters from the University of Tulsa. 
Her books Out of Iowa—Into Oklahoma and Red 
Heels and Smokin' are delightful accounts of her 
life. Leadership Savvy and Capture Life—Write a 
Life Story are inspirational books full of fresh 
insight and novel approaches to life and aging that 
challenge and inspire. 

 

Joshua Danker-Dake 
 
 

Joshua Danker-Dake lives in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, with his wife and three 
children. A writer and editor by 
trade, he also serves as the Strategy 
and Tactics Editor for Diplomacy 
World, the flagship publication of 

the Diplomacy hobby. Other things he gets rather 
excited about include He-Man and the Masters of the 
Universe, bombastic European power metal, and St. 
Louis Cardinals baseball.  
 
Joshua is a member of the Oklahoma Writers’ 
Federation, Inc. and the president of the Tulsa  
 

OUR NOVEMBER MEETING 

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 
 

Our Speakers:  
  

Nikki Hanna (Humorist, Author, & Speaker) 
Joshua Danker-Dake (Author & Editor) 

Bill Wetterman (Novelist, Speaker, & Educator) 
 

The Program:   

2018 OWFI Conference and Writing Contest Preparation Panel 

 Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, OK 

7:00 p.m.-8:20 p.m. 

https://www.marycoley.com/


Lianna Gomori-Ruben 
 Tulsa, OK 

WELCOME , NEW MEMBERS!  
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OUR NOVEMBER MEETING 

NightWriters Club. He is also a regular contributor to 
the918.org. 

 

Bill Wetterman 
 

Novelist Bill Wetterman has nine  
published thrillers: The Fifth 
Step, Room 1515 - The Peacock 
Trilogy - Book 1, Madness - The 
Peacock Trilogy - Book 2, 
Busted—The Odyssey of Holly 

Bunn, The Literary Murders, A Covenant with 
Death - The Peacock Trilogy - Book 3, 
Yellowstone—A Fall from Grace, Redeeming 
Paula—A Love Story?, and Indecision. He has one 
nonfiction work: So You Want to be a Published 
Author. 
 

Award Winning Author: Winner of the Mystery, 
Suspense, Thriller Competition, OWFI, 2011; Top 10 in 
the Writer’s Digest Genre Fiction Contest, 2011 (over 
11,000 entries); 2nd in the 2010 Armchair Interviews 
Thanksgiving Day Competition, out of over 10,000 
submissions; Writer’s Digest 5-Star review: Madness -
The Peacock Trilogy - Book 2 
 
Bill is a member of the Oklahoma Writers’ Federation, 
Inc., The Lexicon Writers, and Tulsa NightWriters Club. 
While hard at work writing thrillers, Bill Wetterman 
finds time to give back to the community by speaking to 
groups interested in understanding the mind of a writer. 
Bill shares his experience on how he constructs novels 
and short stories. He can speak on a variety of topics, 
including “Marketing, Pre- and Post-Publication,” “The 
Biggest Mistakes Authors Make,” “Writing Dynamic 
Thrillers,” “Character Development,” “Researching and 
Outlining Your Novel,” “Self-publishing—the Pros and 
Cons,” and “The Steps to Becoming a Published Author.” 

Continued from Page 3 
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 Tulsa, OK 
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From Humble Beginnings 

by Joe Harwell 

(Published with permission.) 

 

     I enjoy writing and really like interviewing other writers. 
Once in a while I encounter someone who is, not only an 
excellent writer, but who has a great life story, too. Tulsan 
Bill Wetterman is one of them. I don’t usually submit 
articles in a Q&A format, but Bill’s story deserves to be read 
in his own words as much as possible. Bill has written several 
novels, some of which are set in Oklahoma. Prepare to be 
entertained, astounded, and enlightened. 

JH - Let’s begin with three questions in one. Where are you 
from? Where did you grow up? Where have you lived, and 
where do you currently reside? 

BW - I grew up in the inner city of Cleveland, Ohio, where I 
worked for 18 years in labor relations. After college and a 
career move in Ohio, I relocated the family to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. I had a twenty-five-year career here as Vice 
President of Training and Development for Wolters Search 
Group, an executive search firm, before retiring in 2008. My 
wife Pam and I have lived in the Tulsa area for 39 years and 
consider Oklahoma home. 

JH - Tell me about your family, (heritage, etc.). 

BW - My mother was first-generation Slovak, and my father 
was of English-German descent. We lived in an old multi-
ethnic neighborhood on Cleveland’s Westside. My mother 
was one of eleven children; and my father, one of eight. 
Neither had a high school education. At eleven, my father 
told me, “I can’t afford to send you to college, but if you 
work, I’ll let you keep your money, and I won’t charge you 
rent.” 

When I graduated from college, I’d paid the whole way 
myself, bought the furniture for our first apartment, and 
bought my dad a new car.” 

JH - Talk about experiences in school at all levels. What 
subjects do you like and dislike? What kind of student were 
you? What activities did you participate in and why? 

BW - I loved history and English. Math and I didn’t get 
along. In high school, I lettered in track and field, tying for 
the High Jump Championship for the Greater Cleveland 
Area. I also played the violin and was the Assistant 
Concertmaster in the Cleveland All-City Orchestra. Keeping 
with the love of music and sports, I was the drum major for 
the West Tech High School’s award-winning band. 

In college at Ohio University, I received a double-major in 
history and English, went to graduate school and completed 
27 hours in guidance counseling with a 3.5/4.0 average, and 
used guidance counseling as a stepping stone into labor 
relations. 

JH - How have family, heritage, education, and where you 
have lived impacted your decision to write and other choices 
you’ve made in life? 

BW - I published my first work, a poem called, “When Life 
Gives You Lemons,” in the Ohio University student 
magazine in 1964. With humble beginnings, my motivation 
was to live the American dream. And I have. I have a wife 
who is also an author, two great boys, and always a dog and/
or a cat in the family. My upbringing sparked the desire in me 
to know what was happening in our country and around the 
globe. My novels reflect that passion to know and report the 
facts about what happens in the world, albeit through fiction. 

JH - What initially inspired you to write? 

BW - My love of history prompted me to write. The 
influence of words well-crafted helped me succeed in 
developing government briefs, employee handbooks, union 
contracts, and the occasional fun article for the company 
newspaper. I even contributed to cases presented to the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court. I would have loved to write  
full-time, but the average author doesn’t earn what the 
average vice president does. I didn’t write full-time until close 
to retirement.  

MEET A NIGHTWRITER 

November–December   
Featured NightWriter 

Bill Wetterman 

http://billwetterman.com/
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JH - What keeps driving/inspiring you to write? 

BW - The power of the truth drives me! The search for facts 
inspires me. With the internet, the research is at my fingertips. 
When I started writing full-time, I hated anything that took 
me away from creating. But I’ve learned I must be on top of 
everything—research, learning the craft, promoting myself, 
marketing my own work, and how the publishing business 
works. Now I love every aspect. 

JH - What do you enjoy most about your creative endeavors? 

BW - I enjoy taking events straight out of the headlines and 
projecting them a few years into the future. I jokingly call 
most of what I write, faction. Some of my novels are political. 
Some are psycho-thrillers. All have their roots in events 
taking place today, fictionalized into the near future. 

JH - What are the ups and downs of your creative endeavors? 

BW - Of course, I love winning awards and receiving kudos 
from readers. I have great satisfaction in seeing the work I’ve 
outlined, researched, written, and edited many times, 
published. As far as downs, I wish I had started years ago. 
When you begin your career in your sixties, agents and editors 
look at your gray hair and question the value you have to 
them long-term. The changing publishing industry creates 
issues I feel passionate about but can’t change. I was vocal 
during the Amazon/Hachette e-book pricing issue, because I 
publish on Kindle and know the real cost to publish. So, I 
opposed the Hachette pricing model.  

JH - Who has most influenced your creativity? 

BW - My wife is my greatest critic and supporter, as I am 
hers. William Bernhardt worked with me through all levels of 
his seminars, and he gave me this piece of advice, “You’re 
not ready to publish until the literary world says you are.” I 
entered national contests, which had thousands of entries, 
and placed in the top ten in two major ones. Then, I won the 
Mystery/Suspense/Thriller contest at Oklahoma Writers' 
Federation, Inc. (OWFI) in 2011, and I published my first 
novel, Room 1515. 

I was also mentored by Cecil Murphey, Christian author and 
ghostwriter for Ben Carson and Franklin Graham. He took 
me from apprentice to workman. Bill Bernhardt took me 
from workman to craftsman. 

JH - Whom do you admire in your area of creativity? 

BW - Anyone who has a legitimate work written, edited, and 
published is worth admiration for that accomplishment. But I 
admire several authors for what they have taught me: Michael 

Connelly, in his Harry Bosch series, helped me understand 
effective internal monologue. Stieg Larsson, in his trilogy, 
featuring Lisbeth Salander, as The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, 
showed me how to develop a character over three novels. I 
believe Lisbeth Salander’s character should be a textbook 
requirement for serious writers. 

David Morrell, in his novel, Murder is a Fine Art, captivated 
me with his research, and Thomas Harris scared the hell out 
of me with The Silence of the Lambs. I will always strive to 
terrify readers, like Harris terrified me. 

JH - How do you balance everyday life with your creative 
activities? 

BW - I’m retired. I’d write from morning until night, if my 
wife and family would let me. 

JH - Is there a specific style or genre to your work? 

BW - I write crisp thrillers, using dialogue and interior 
monologue as the main tools to convey my stories to my 
readers. When I write descriptions of places and events, I 
concentrate on only two or three key features, so as not to 
bore people. 

Have you ever tried to read James Joyce’s Ulysses? 265,000 
words written in stream of consciousness style will not 
capture the 21st-century reader. I keep my dialogue crisp and 
the paragraphs short to give a feeling of fast-paced action. 

JH - How do you practice, rehearse, and otherwise prepare 
yourself, and how often? 

BW - I love public speaking, and when I’m preparing, I will 
outline what I’m going to say and time it—twenty-five 
minutes or as long as the blatter can stand. 

JH - What support groups/activities do you participate in? 

BW - I’ve been vice president and treasurer of the Tulsa 
NightWriters Club over a five-year period. I was asked to be 
president but declined. Treasurers and vice presidents are 
never assassinated. I’m also a member of OWFI. 

JH - Do you work with coaches, trainers, or editors to 
improve your craft? 

BW - Bill Bernhardt and Cecil Murphey, as mentioned above. 
I’m also in a critique group with Nikki Hanna and John 
Biggs, two Oklahoma writers I respect. 

JH - Are there other people you collaborate with on a regular 
basis, and what role do they play? 

BW - JP Jones does my book covers. Beta readers help me 
with editing—Renee’ La Viness, Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh, and 
Deniece Adsit. 

MEET A NIGHTWRITER (CONT .) 

Continued from Page 5 
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JH - Are you working to make your mark independently, or 
are you seeking or working with an agent, publisher, 
distributor, etc.? 

BW - I was with Penguin. Now I self-publish. I have my own 
publishing company, and when Dan Case’s AWOC stopped 
publishing, I republished novels for Bob Avey, Dale 
Whisman, and Mark Darrah. I also published an anthology 
for the NightWriters, in which some unpublished authors had 
their first works included, called A River of Stories.  

JH - What is the best personal and/or professional advice 
you have received, and who provided it? 

BW - “You’re not ready to publish until the literary world 
says you are.” (William Bernhardt) 

JH - Based on your experiences, what is the best personal 
and/or professional advice you could give someone aspiring 
to write? 

BW - Passion is everything. To produce quality work, you 
have to be capable. To produce outstanding work, you must 
be passionate. Without passion, when the going gets tough, 
the dispassionate drop out.   

JH - Is there a quote, saying, motto, creed, etc., that you live 
by, and who/where does it come from? 

BW - “If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember 
anything.” (Mark Twain) 

JH - Thinking outside the box, if you could do/be/
accomplish anything in the world, name it. 

BW - I’d convince God to take back my free will. I do 
nothing good when I do it how I want it to be. 

JH - Talk about your most recent project. 

BW - I’m on my sixth edit of a novel called, Getting Even. The 
novel assumes that I accepted an offer to join organized 
crime in Cleveland, Ohio, fifty years ago, instead of living the 
life I’ve led. The names are changed, but many of the events 
actually took place. 

JH - What other projects are you working on? 

BW - I’m working on my first sci-fi novel. In 2452, Earth 
becomes uninhabitable. A remnant travel to Gliese 832 c to 
colonize its hostile environment. 

JH - Looking one hundred years into the future, what do you 
hope people remember about you and your writing? 

BW - That reading my novels changed their lives for the 
better. 

JH - Finally, is there any big personal or professional news, 
announcement, sneak preview you care to let us in on right 
now? 

BW - The rumors of my demise are greatly exaggerated. 

 

Contact Bill via email at bwetterman@cox.net 

MEET A NIGHTWRITER 

    

Books by Bill Wetterman 
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http://amzn.to/2hcjos2
mailto:bwetterman@cox.net
http://www.amazon.com/Fifth-Step-Bill-Wetterman/dp/1480096962/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459572909&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Room-1515-Peacock-Trilogy-Wetterman/dp/1481986465/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459572952&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Madness-Peacock-Trilogy-Book-2/dp/1482529149/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459572996&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Busted-Odyssey-Holly-Bill-Wetterman/dp/1492144762/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459573051&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Literary-Murders-Bill-Wetterman/dp/1500640131/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459573090&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Covenant-Death-Peacock-Trilogy-Book/dp/1508530394/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459573141&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Yellowstone-Fall-Grace-Bill-Wetterman-ebook/dp/B015RQGTOW/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459573181&sr=1-1&keywords=yellowstone+bill+wetterman
http://www.amazon.com/Redeeming-Paula-Love-Story-Wetterman/dp/1523474874/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459573245&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/SO-YOU-WANT-PUBLISHED-AUTHOR/dp/149971405X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459573305&sr=1-1&keywords=so+you+want+to+be+a+published+author+bill+wetterman
https://www.amazon.com/Indecision-Bill-Wetterman/dp/1545061440/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1509406576&sr=1-1&keywords=indecision+bill+wetterman
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

Guaranteed Story Ideas  
 

       by M. Carolyn Steele 

 
This article is based on the author’s speech, “Mining 

the Past for Story Ideas,” presented to  
Tulsa NightWriters Club on August 15, 2017. 

 

or the most part, writers are a prolific group 
bubbling with ideas waiting to be released to 
paper. Okay, technically, these days, stories 

find their way onto a computer screen. And it is a given that, 
occasionally, writers might be considered, not just prolific, 
but a bit on the strange side, given their propensity to flights 
of imagination. 

     However, before a writer can hold a finished manuscript 
in hand, there has to be the story idea—the seed that finds its 
way into the subconscious. For many writers, it doesn’t take 
much to set fingers flying over a keyboard. Perhaps a 
newspaper article or an overheard conversation or the 
famous “what if” is all it takes to set a creative brain 
percolating. What if the stubborn vine in the garden that 
grows three feet a day refuses to be pulled free and shoots 
grasping tendrils out, strangling every living thing in its path? 
What would happen to the world, then? 

     Okay, if none of those things work for you, there is one 
guaranteed treasure trove of story ideas that every single 
writer possesses. All of us have ancestors. And those 
ancestors had lives, sometimes eventful, sometimes ordinary. 

     How do you make an ancestor story memorable, worthy 
of marketing, and hopefully, of publishing?  

     Three things: research, research, research. 

     True, ancestor stories, by their very nature, require 
research. But so does any memorable novel. Study the era. 
Study local county and state history. And scan era 
newspapers to help fill in time blanks, garner interesting  

 

tidbits, and understand people’s attitudes about what was 
going on in their world.  

     Research tip:  Children’s nonfiction books are great 
resources because they are written simply and are always 
illustrated. Do you want to know how an 1890 locomotive 
works, what people wore on the western frontier, what 
soldiers carried in their backpacks during the Civil War? Go 
to the children’s section in the library. 

     Research tip:  People like to learn things when they are 
reading about the past—little facts that really don’t amount 
to a hill of beans, yet they add interest. While doing research 
about the Civil War, I visited the scene of the Pea Ridge 
battle in Arkansas and mentioned to a Civil War reenactor 
that I was a writer. History buffs love to share their 
knowledge, and he became animated with all sorts of 
information. 

      Did you know that Union government-issued boots were 
made so cheaply that, when they got wet, the soldier dared 
not take them off? The boot had to dry with a foot in it. 
Otherwise the toe would curl up as it was drying and pull 
away from the sole.  

     Research tip: Visiting the site of a story is always best to 
get a feel for locale. When you can’t do that, fall back on 
travel books for descriptions of landscapes and, often, the 
history of a place. 

     Once you’ve settled on what legend you are going to write 
about—that seed of an idea—and you’ve done oodles of 
research, your next decision is what writing method to use. 

F 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com
https://www.marycoley.com/
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     Strict nonfiction equals the facts and nothing but the 
facts. For most of our legends, that would be probably four 
or five sentences.  

     Creative nonfiction is a hybrid of literature and 
nonfiction. It never changes a fact or event, but it does give a 
writer the freedom to flesh out the story by using research 
into an era to build upon known facts.  

     For example, suppose all that is known about an ancestor 
is that he brought his family by wagon train from Tennessee 
to Missouri in the 1840s. One sentence. That one sentence 
can be stretched into several paragraphs, maybe a page or 
two, by employing creative nonfiction.  

     Study early routes, pull area history into the story and 
plump it up. Research reveals that would have been a 
harrowing journey, involving travel by flatboats along the 
river, by land routes over difficult terrain, often without 
established roads, and exposure to the elements, accidents 
and disease.  

     How many of you have heard of corduroy roads? Sections 
of dirt roads that commonly succumbed to becoming 
swampy would be paved with tree trunks of similar size, laid 
horizontally. 

     Corduroy roads, dirt roads, and no roads, would be so 
bumpy and uncomfortable that most adventurers walked the 
long way. Writing what it would have been like to make that 
trip gives us a new appreciation for that ancestor—the one 
whose genes we carry to this day. 

     How do you keep it in the nonfiction category? You use 
what I term weasel wording, or some call it conditional wording: 
very likely, perhaps, probably, without a doubt. 

     “Given the rocky and uneven ground, John Smith’s family 
undoubtedly walked a great majority of the land portion of 
the trip. Painful blisters on their feet would have been a 
common complaint.” 

     Look up the early remedy for foot blisters. What was it 
like to cook strictly over a campfire? What were some of the 
typical recipes for common food staples? Flour, beans, 
coffee, sugar, dried fruit, and, if you were lucky, rice. 

     An example of a creative nonfiction book is Choctaw Crime 
and Punishment by Devon Abbott Mihesuah. This book is 
about the murder of the author’s great grandfather, Charles 
Wilson, a leader in the Choctaw Nation, by Progressives in 
the tribe, who were pushing for allotment and an end to 
traditional tribal ways. 

      

Charles Wilson was a Traditionalist who spoke out against 
the changes the Progressives were clamoring for. The day 
after an election, in which Charles Wilson was running for 
sheriff, he was found murdered. Who won the election to the 
sheriff’s office––the Traditionalist Wilson or his Progressive 
opponent? No one knows. The poll books disappeared after 
the murder. 

     Some years later, another Traditional Choctaw, Silan 
Lewis, did more than stand up to the Progressives. He felt 
pushed to kill one.  

     While Charles Wilson’s murder was about Choctaw crime, 
the murder committed by Silan Lewis was about Choctaw 
punishment. Though they occurred years apart, Ms. 
Mihesuah cleverly ties the two together with the Choctaw 
nation’s lawlessness and the fierce struggle between 
Progressives and Traditionalists.  

     In other words, she combines an ancestor legend with 
something bigger: tribal history. This book is absolutely 
obese with research from old court house records, tribal 
records, and very importantly, era newspaper articles. 

     Enhancing the facts, or fictionalizing the facts, goes a step 
farther. You take additional freedoms, add dialogue, internal 
thoughts, use common emotions, make the story more 
immediate by telling it from the ancestor’s point of view. 
Naturally, you aren’t going to be using those weasel words 
because the story will read like a fictional novel, but the root 
of the story will be based in truth. 

     Everyone is familiar with the novel and the TV miniseries, 
Roots, by Alex Haley. This 1976 novel grew from Mr. Haley’s 
curiosity about the oral legends handed down through his 
family concerning the ancestor referred to as “the African.” 
The resulting research into his genealogy, into the slave trade, 
African traditions, and early American plantation history, 
spawned a lengthy novel. Yes, he did what I call “enhancing 
the facts.” He filled in the gaps of missing genealogy and 
missing story with a lot of fiction woven into the novel.  

     But the legend of a boy kidnapped from his native 
country, sold as a slave, and his struggle to survive captures 
our hearts, especially when we know it is based on actual 
events. 

     Unfortunately, Mr. Haley came under a lot of criticism 
when he was sued for plagiarism by Harold Courlander, 
author of the 1968 book, The Africans. Haley agreed that he 
had unintentionally used three paragraphs from Courlander’s 
book and settled with the author out of court.   

Continued from Page 8 
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    The cautionary tale here is to be especially careful with 
your research. If you like a passage in a book, jot it down on 
note cards for easy reference, and make note of where it 
came from.  

     Mr. Haley wrote every day for eight years before he had 
anything published. That is a lot of writing, a lot of research, 
a lot of note-taking. He enhanced the oft-told tale of an 
African ancestor to make a moving novel. 

     Perhaps your oral traditions are of a much simpler folk 
who lived quiet lives filled with struggles, failures, heartbreak, 
love, and hope.  

     The Late Sooner by fellow Nightwriter, Sally Jadlow, is a 
novel about an ordinary man, Sanford Deering, who wants 
nothing more than to possess land of his own. And the 
Oklahoma Land Run is just the opportunity he needs. 
Unfortunately, the opportunity passes until a friend, who’s 
made the run, writes that land is still available. Sanford stakes 
his claim, making him a “late sooner.” 

     Some one hundred and nineteen years later, Sally 
discovers her great-great-grandfather’s diary containing one-
line entries: “August 12, 1889—Staked my claim in Guthrie 
today. October 13, 1889—Busting sod. March 3, 1890—No 
rain.” 

     Armed with volumes of era research and her grandfather’s 
one-line entries, Sally weaves a story of tremendous hardship, 
probably typical of thousands of early settlers. Sanford dealt 
with claim jumpers and famine. A prairie fire burns all the 
crops except for the turnips. Humans and cattle, alike, existed 
on a daily diet of turnips, leaving all malnourished. 

     In the end, Sanford’s wife dies during childbirth, in their 
sod home, and he returns to Missouri. Not all stories have to 
be of monumental feats or exceptional happenings.  

     The ordinary can be made extraordinary with research and 
your own writing talent. 

     Finally, family legends are perfect seeds for stories aimed 
at young adult and middle school readers. 

     On the Long Trail Home, by Elisabeth J. Stewart, is a young 
adult book written about the author’s full-blooded Cherokee 
great-grandmother, Meli, who, at nine years old, managed to 
escape from the Trail of Tears, along with her eleven-year-old 
brother, Tahlikwa. The two young Cherokees walked and 
ran, always hiding from white settlers and soldiers, from 
southwest Kentucky, across Tennessee, and  

 

into the North Carolina Appalachian Mountains, where their 
home had been.  

     The author admits that a lot of the adventure is 
fictionalized, but the oral legend of the escape is fact, 
enabling her to add, “based on a true story” to the story 
blurb. 

     Deciding how you are going to write your story (creative 
nonfiction or enhancing the facts or simply using the story 
seed) depends on what you intend to do with it. What is the 
purpose of laboring over the story?  

     If it is for submission to a genealogical society or a 
magazine that deals with historical stories, it had better be 
creative nonfiction replete with document notes and research 
sources.  

     Perhaps you simply want to immortalize an ancestor to 
share with relatives. Again, you’d certainly want to footnote 
your research to add genealogical value. 

     Of course, it wouldn’t be necessary to document if all you 
are looking for is a story idea, the seed that, when you put 
your imagination to it, blossoms. You are free to fictionalize 
all you want; however, you probably ought to be careful 
about using real names. 

     Here is one last tip . . . one that is not about ancestors. 
Most of you are probably familiar with James Herriot, which 
is the pen name for Alfred Wight, the English veterinarian 
who wrote a series of novels, All Creatures Great and Small, etc. 
dealing with life as an veterinarian in the Yorkshire Dales.  

     The stories are true enough, but the author moved the 
time frame back to pre-WWII. And he dealt with the animals’ 
problems with the medicines and treatments of that earlier 
era.  

     Perhaps you have gleaned a story idea from some family 
legend. Moving the time frame to an earlier era would give 
the characters different challenges to overcome, maybe make 
it more interesting.   

     The message is to look to your past for story subjects. 
Some might be simply good short story material. One major 
benefit of writing about long-ago events is that, if you do it 
correctly, you will certainly perfect your research skills.  

     And, while we all care about the characters we create in 
writing, when the story comes from your past, you come to 
love that character like no other because he carries your 
blood.  

Continued from Page 9 
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     Finally, if your story never finds publication, and you’ve 
chosen to stay close to as many facts as you can dredge up, 
you have written something for the future, something for all 
of your descendants, something that might be read 50 or 
more years from now. You have made an ancestor, no matter 
how ordinary or insignificant his or her life, immortal. 

     One last example why ancestor stories should be recorded 
and what the possible benefits can be for future generations. 
The following family legend has survived over 260 years 
because someone wrote the legend down. 

     In July 1755, young Mary Draper Ingles and her two sons, 
ages 2 and 4, were kidnapped by Shawnee Indians during a 
very bloody massacre at Draper’s Meadow located in 
southwest Virginia.   

     Mary and others were taken north some 800 miles, 
traveling both by canoe and by foot, always following the 
New River, and then the Ohio River, to the Indian village of 
Cincinnati. 

     Mary’s children were taken to other villages, away from 
her loving arms. Desolate, she makes a daring escape in the 
company of an old Dutch woman, and they walk what has 
been estimated some 1,000 miles through territory never 
before seen by white women. By following the river, she 
succeeds in returning home, and though starved and 
suffering from exposure, is reunited with her husband. 

      

     A son, John, born ten years after the event, marries a 
woman from the Steele line, and when he is an old man, 
writes down the ordeal suffered by his mother. The 
document survives through generations until another 
descendant, Roberta Ingles Steele, transcribes it in 1969 and 
publishes it in a little booklet. Along comes a fellow by the 
name of James Alexander Thom, who takes the booklet, 
researches the era and the landscape, and comes up with the 
novel, Follow the River, in 1981. The novel is made into a 
movie by the same name. 

     I’m struck by the thought that, in the 1830s, if Mary’s son 
had not labored over writing out his mother’s harrowing 
ordeal suffered in 1755, and then, many generations later, 
another descendant had not sought to preserve the legend by 
copying it over, a fantastic legend that occurred nearly 260 
years ago would have been lost to my family.                                                                                 

     Yes, Mr. Thom incorporated a lot of fiction into the story, 
but the seed had been preserved in order for him to fashion 
that novel. 

     What’s the point this time? Like Roots, a family legend 
made it to the big time in the publishing world. With a little 
effort, your family legend just might be the next big 
blockbuster novel. 

 

 

Continued from Page 10 

About M. Carolyn Steele 
Author 

     Raised and educated in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Carolyn enjoyed 
a career in both journalism and commercial art before retiring 
to pursue a love of writing and genealogy. She has been a 
member of Tulsa NightWriters for so many years she cannot 
remember exactly when she first joined, except to note, in 
that time, many of her short stories have been published in 17  
anthologies.  

     Carolyn has garnered a number of awards, which include 
being nominated for a Pushcart Prize for her short story, 
“The Grandmother: 1836.” Her writings reflect a childhood 
steeped in Civil War history and Indian lore. Her first 
historical fiction novel, Spirit of the Crow, was released 
March 2017. 

     Combining her knowledge of storytelling and genealogy, 
Carolyn presents a variety of programs designed to inspire 
others to commit family stories to paper and authored the 
book, Preserving Family Legends for Future 

Generations, a 2010 First-Place winner for Heartland New 
Day Bookfest.  

     Carolyn delights in her two beautiful daughters and two 
lively grandsons. 

     Visit her website: www.mcarolynsteele.com   

 

Books Authored and Coauthored  
by M. Carolyn Steele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Click on a book cover to purchase book on Amazon.com.) 

http://www.mcarolynsteele.com
https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Crow-M-Carolyn-Steele/dp/1509212868/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1500658751&sr=1-2&keywords=m.+carolyn+steele
https://www.amazon.com/Preserving-Family-Legends-Future-Generations/dp/0937660159/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1500658751&sr=1-3&keywords=m.+carolyn+steele
https://www.amazon.com/Romance-Spice-Life-Linda-Trout/dp/1620160226/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1500658751&sr=1-4&keywords=m.+carolyn+steele


   

was impressed at the conference on Saturday when Charles Sasser 
was speaking and started to say, “She was laying—,” corrected 
himself, and said, “She was lying on the floor.” These two words 

seem to give a lot of people problems.   

 

There are a couple of ways to remember the difference between them. You 
should only use “was laying” if she were placing something somewhere.  
   

    She was laying sleeping bags on the floor. 

    She was laying single roses at each place setting. 

 

“Was laying” has to have a direct object.   

 

Use “was lying” to indicate that she was resting or reclining.   
 

     She was lying on the floor. 

     She was lying in the poison ivy.  
 
“Was lying” does not take a direct object. 

 

What makes these words so confusing is that it would also be correct to say “She 
lay on the floor.” Next month we’ll talk about “lie” and “lay.”  
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About the Author 
 

Although Carol has an MFA 
in drama from OU, she taught 
English at Ohio University, 
TCC, ORU, and Spartan. She 
has acted in and directed 
plays all over the country and 
played Aunt Eller in 
Discoveryland’s production of 
Oklahoma! for 11 summers. 
Her scripts have appeared on 
the Narrative Television 
Network and at Spotlight 
Theater. She’s published a 
western novel, The Search 
for Hezekiah’s Gold, as well 
as The Gray Warriors, a 
book she and her husband 
wrote about his experiences 
working with the DEA in 
Peru. You can find her poetry 
online in magazines, like 
W r i t e r ’ s  H a v e n  a n d 
StepAway Magazine, and in 
print in several journals, 
including The Lyric, Harp-
Strings Poetry Journal, and 

Westward Quarterly.  

 

 
 

 

WRITING BY THE RULES 

 “Lying” or “Laying (Part 1) 

   by Carol  Lavelle Snow 

 I 

Books  
Authored and Coauthored  

by Carol Lavelle Snow     

https://www.amazon.com/Romance-Spice-Life-Linda-Trout/dp/1620160226/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1500658751&sr=1-4&keywords=m.+carolyn+steele
mailto:clsnow108@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Search-Hezekiahs-Gold-Carol-Lavelle/dp/0595214754/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974849&sr=1-1&keywords=the+search+for+hezekiah%27s+gold
http://www.amazon.com/Gray-Warriors-Carol-Snow/dp/0595523277/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974781&sr=1-1&keywords=the+gray+warriors
http://www.amazon.com/Dream-Catcher-Carol-Lavelle-Snow/dp/B002CLTZBU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456974924&sr=1-1&keywords=dream+catcher+carol+lavelle+snow
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Donna  
Welch  Jones 

Book Signing at Craft Bazaar 
Donna Jones will sell Sheriff 
Lexie Wolfe mysteries during 
the Tahlequah Community Christmas Gift & Craft Bazaar  
at the Tahlequah Community Building, 908 S. College 
Ave., on Saturday, December 2, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m.  

Gene La Viness 

TIME FOR AN UPDATE! 
This has been a busy year since I last 
communicated with you, and I have two big 
announcements.  
 

Thanks for being a fan of my writing. I'd love 
to hear from you, so please visit my 

webpage at www.marycoley.com and write to me, or visit my 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/MaryColeyAuthor, and make a 
comment! My Amazon author page includes all of my paperback and 
e-books, so please visit there and write a review for any of my books if 
you have not yet done so! 
 

Cobwebs: A Suspense Novel (audiobook)  
is available! Enjoy this story in a whole new way. 
Produced and narrated by singer/songwriter 
Reagan Boggs of Tennessee, the suspenseful 
story of Jamie as she uncovers buried family 
history in Pawhuska, Oklahoma, will bring  
new chills and thrills. 
 

The audio is available for purchase through 
Audible.com as part of their collection and can be added with 
Whispersync when you purchase the trade paperback from 
Amazon.com. The audio version is eight hours and 14 minutes long 
and can be purchased as a CD set for $19.95. Free with a one-month 
trial membership to Audible.  
 

Blood on the Cimarron is now available in paperback and 
as an e-book on Amazon.com. My fifth mystery, a stand 
alone title, is set in Stillwater, Oklahoma, and features 
Claire Northcutt, a reporter at the local newspaper. 
Journalist Claire Northcutt fights PTSD, after finding J. B. 
Floren dead on his Oklahoma Mustang Rescue Ranch, 
and learning she is again being stalked. Can Claire solve 
the murder and identify her stalker before falling prey to 

a vengeful criminal? 

Mary Coley 

RECENT RELEASE 
The Deceitful King (e-book) 

Nobody beats King Azham at 
the bait-and-switch tactic. He 

always trades up. 

TWO NEW BOOK RELEASES 
 

Blood Pressure Diary—
Keeping It Simple (paperback) 
Tracking your blood 
pressure? This user-

friendly format has room for more than 800 blood 
pressure readings plus notes. Also includes pages 
for personalized medical information, which may 
come in handy when visiting the doctor or hospital.  
A great gift idea for loved ones who watch their 
blood pressure. 
 

Absent Reality (e-book) 
A stroke reunites Megan and her mother after many years apart. Can 
they rebuild their relationship before it’s too late? A fictional short 
story with real possibilities. 
 

Book Signing 
I’ll be hanging out at Gardner’s Used Books on Mingo, 
from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 
18. That’s right. They said they’d hang me on a hook 
just inside the door, so folks would take pity on me and 
buy my new blood pressure journal.  
 

Well, I won’t really be hanging on a hook, but I will be just inside the 
front door. And I will have copies of my new book for sale. I hope 
you’ll stop by, purchase one of my books, and get lost in the store for 
a while. Is there a more wonderful place in Tulsa to get lost in books?  

Hope to see you there! 

Renee’ La Viness 

http://donnawelchjones.com/
http://donnawelchjones.com/
https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/cgenerun
http://www.marycoley.com
http://www.facebook.com/MaryColeyAuthor
https://www.amazon.com/Cobwebs/dp/B075KFHQPP/ref=tmm_aud_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1507052080&sr=1-1&dpID=51teB5tz8pL&preST=_SX342_QL70_&dpSrc=detail
https://www.facebook.com/MaryColeyAuthor/
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/748498?ref=GeneLaViness
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/747566/?ref=ReneeLaViness
http://www.reneelaviness.com
https://www.amazon.com/Blood-Pressure-Diary-Keeping-Simple/dp/1977889794
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  Tulsa Drafters  
  Critique Group 
 

ooking for a writers critique group with an 
excellent critic? Tulsa Drafters meets on 
the third Wednesday of the month from 

5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Our critic is Barry Friedman, who 
has published two books, Funny You Should Mention It 
and Road Comic. Barry writes regularly in Tulsa Voice; the 
PAC program, Intermission; and frequently gives essays 
on NPR. We’re a small group, five of us, gathering in 
the Crestwood apartment building’s third floor Meeting 
Room, on the campus of Oklahoma Methodist Manor, 
4134 E. 31st Street, Tulsa, OK, 74135.  

     We divide Barry’s fee by the number of us present 
each time. We recommend that you come and visit to  

 
 

 

see if you like what we’re doing. If you want to join, 
then do so the next month. Upcoming sessions are 
November 15 and December 20. (Sessions are held on 
the third Wednesday.) 

     Tulsa Drafters was organized in 2007 by TNW 

members Lynette Bennett and Warren Danskin. For 

info, contact them as follows: 

 

918-712-9085 

 

warrendanskin@sbcglobal.net 
 

lynettebennett@sbcglobal.net 

L 

 

 

 

  Thank you, Donna Jones, for your tireless work chairing our 

2017 Craft of Writing Conference and for donating our table 
covers, as well as to everyone who volunteered to help. We owe 
an enormous debt of gratitude to Charles W. Sasser for filling in 
at the last minute for a speaker who missed the conference. 
Special thanks to the members of our Conference Publicity 
Committee, Maggie Villines, Marion Grace, and Bob Mueller for a 
job well done. We are also grateful for the support of everyone 
who attended and to the Martin Regional Library staff. Our 
conference would not have been a success without you. Kudos 
to you all! 

mailto:warrendanskin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lynettebennett@sbcglobal.net


 Upcoming 2018 Officer Board 
Election! 
The election for our 2018 
Officer Board will be held 
at our next regular 
meeting, on Tuesday, 
November 21. 
  
Thanks to all those who have volunteered to run for 
office. The nominees are as follows: 

 
PRESIDENT—Joshua Danker-Dake 
VICE PRESIDENT—Derek Bullard 

TREASURER—Marion Grace 
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR— 

Jim Laughter 
HOSPITALITY DIRECTOR—Carolyn Steele  

EDITOR—Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 
 
 

Speakers’ and Craft of Writing 
Conference Notes 
Remember, if you miss a monthly meeting, speakers’ 
notes can usually be found on our website. Likewise, 
if you missed our 2017 Craft of Writing Conference, 
you can find speaker’s notes there if the speaker chose 
to publish them. Notes are provided at the speaker’s 
discretion. 
 
 

2017 TNWC Flash Writing Contest 
The winners of our Flash Writing Contest 
will be announced at our annual 
Christmas party on December 12, 2017. 
 

 

2017 TNWC Christmas Party 
Please remember that our annual 
Christmas party will be held on the 
second Tuesday of December—

December 12, 2017. The party will take the place of our 
regular meeting. Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh will send out  
more information to club members via e-mail. 
 
 

Tulsa NightWriter of the Year 
Election 
Each year, the Tulsa NightWriters Club presents a 
trophy to one individual whom our members believe 
has contributed the most to the success of the club. 
This could be through awards and publishing, service to 
the club, assistance to aspiring authors, or other 
contributions that you feel are important.  

At our November 21 meeting, ballots will be cast 
for the 2017 Tulsa NightWriter of the Year. The 
award recipient and runners-up will be announced at 
our annual Christmas party, at the home of author 
Kathlyn Smith, on December 12. Runners-up and the 
winner will receive the TNWC Golden Circle award. 

If you are unable to attend the November 21 
meeting, then you may submit your nomination by 
e-mail or by snail mail. Please send the name of the 
NightWriter you are nominating and the reason for your 
choice, as well as your name, to Kathlyn Smith at one of 
the addresses below.  

kathlynwrites@gmail.com 

TNW of the Year Award, c/o Kathlyn Smith  
10026-A S. Mingo Rd., #310  
Tulsa, OK 74133-5700  

Thank you for your participation! 

 

TNWC November–December 
Newsletter 
This is a reminder that there will be no 
December newsletter. Any important news, 
after publication of the November issue of 
NightScripts, will be disseminated by e-mail.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 

PAGE 15 TULSA N IGHTWRITERS CLUB 

Club News 

mailto:juliekh314@cox.net
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com/
javascript:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('kathlynwrites@gmail.com')


 Time to Renew Your TNWC AND OWFI 

Memberships 
The membership year for TNWC and OWFI runs from 
October 1, 2017, through September 30, 2018. Tulsa 
NightWriters Club is growing and doing some exciting 
things, but it is nothing without its members. Please 
consider renewing one or both memberships as soon as 
possible.  

Since most of our club’s costs occur at the end of the 
year, it’s helpful for us to receive your annual dues in 
October. Plus, being current helps you take advantage 
of OWFI activities. 

If you have not already paid, then you may do so at our 
November 21 meeting, or you may send your renewal 
directly to our Treasurer at the address below. 

You can find the membership form on our website, 
https://tulsanightwriters.wordpress.com 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Marion Grace, Treasurer 
Tulsa NightWriters Club 
4205 S. Darlington Place 

Tulsa, OK 74135 

jnmgrace@att.net 

918-663-1294 

 

Price Increases for OWFI Membership 
and the Annual OWFI Writers 
Conference 
OWFI has increased its membership fee, as well as the 
price for attending its May writers conference.  

In order to pay for a new website management program 
(MemberSpace), OWFI has increased its renewal/new 
membership fees by $5.00. The new membership fee 

for OWFI is $30/year—$25 if you join an affiliate club, 
such as TNWC. The OWFI dues year runs from 
October 1, 2017-September 30, 2018. Paying by 
October 1 enables you to take advantage of OWFI 
activities as quickly as possible. 

The cost for joining both TNWC and OWFI is now a 
total of $40/year—$15 for TNWC and $25 for OWFI. 

Our Treasurer can send in your paperwork 
electronically or by snail mail if you prefer. 

Alternatively, you may join OWFI yourself on the 
OWFI website. Just be sure to join as a TNWC affiliate 
member.  

Another change is the entry fee for the May 2018 
OWFI Writers Conference. 

For the public, the entry fee is now $250. 

If you are a member of OWFI, the entry fee is now 
$200. 

If you do not join OWFI at this time, then you may join 
OWFI at the conference, but you will pay a conference 
entry fee of $230. 

If you prefer to attend the conference for only one day, 
then the cost for OWFI members, with the banquet, is 
$110. For the public, the cost of one day with the 
banquet is $125. 

Your e-mail receipt for prepayment for the conference 
will be in the form of a ticket. Bring this ticket with you 
to the conference to make the entry process go faster. 

If you have any questions, please contact our Treasurer:  

Marion Grace 
Tulsa NightWriters Club 

jnmgrace@att.net 
918-663-1294 
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 Connect with Other Club Members Who 

Write in Your Genre—Genre Focus-
Group Program 
As a result of the response to our recent Genre Focus-
Group Interest Survey, your Officer Board has prepared 
a list of club members, by genre, who would like to 
connect with other members, in order to grow in the 
craft. Individuals may choose to work one-on-one with 
one another or get together as groups. The list will be 
made available to club members only and will be 
disseminated by e-mail.  
 
If you’d like to participate, then please contact Julie 
Kimmel-Harbaugh at juliekh314@cox.net 

 
 

New “Bulletin Board” in NightScripts 
A “bulletin board” has been created in the newsletter, 
on which members may “pin” their special writing, 
publishing, and marketing needs that cannot be 
considered newsletter “brags” or “announcements.” 
Some examples are questions about writing, the need 
for help or information, the desire for an accountability 
partner, and thank you’s to the membership. Please 
send a brief description to Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 
(juliekh314@cox.net), along with permission to publish 
your e-mail address, and she’ll “pin” both on the 
“bulletin board.” If you don’t want to share your e-mail 
address in the newsletter, then members may respond 
directly to Julie, and she’ll forward their answers to you. 
 
 

TNWC Accountability-Partner 
Program—Do You Need a Writing  
Partner? 
To participate in the Accountability-Partner Program, 
simply team up with one NightWriter or more than one 
at the close of our monthly meetings. You connect with 
each other at least once a week, for one month, whether 
in person or via media, talk about your writing projects, 
and offer assistance in whatever area your partner is 

struggling with. If you live out of state or some 
distance from Tulsa and can’t come to meetings, 
then e-mail Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh at  
juliekh314@cox.net; and she will send out a notice to the 
membership that you are looking for a partner.  
 
New First-Book Section in NightScripts 
Any NightWriter who is releasing a first book may 
choose to be featured in the new First-Book section of 
the newsletter, along with information about his or her 
book.  
 
If you have published a first book, then please send 
Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh the following information on 
or before the first of the month: your author photo and 
biography, a JPEG of your book cover, a book 
synopsis, and a write-up describing your writing and 
publishing journey. Julie’s e-mail address is 
juliekh314@cox.net 

 
 

Articles and Featured NightWriter 
Interview Needed for Our Newsletter 
Articles and Featured NightWriter interviews are being 
accepted for the January–December 2018 issues of 
NightScripts. If interested in submitting, then please 
contact Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh at juliekh314@cox.net. 
Any club member may submit an article or interview for 
consideration. This is a great opportunity to boost your 
résumé, get some feedback on your writing, and help 
others. Remember, the submission deadline is always 
the first of the month. 
 
 

Tuesday Tips (Facebook) 
Every Tuesday, we post a brief writing tip on the club’s 
private Facebook page. If you have a tip that you’d like 
to share, then please send it to Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 
at juliekh314@cox.net, and she will pass it on to 
our Tuesday Tips manager, Deniece Adsit. 
Thank you, Deniece!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 
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 VOLUNTARY STAFF 

Christmas Party Chair: Kathlyn Smith 
Consulting Editor, Book Catalog: Derek Bullard 
Consulting Editor, Newsletter: Carol Snow 
Flash Writing Contest Chair: Katy Mullins 
Conference Chair: Donna Welch Jones 
Conference Publicity Committee: Marion Grace,  
Bob Mueller, Maggie Villines 
Greeter: Oliver Ngwuli 
NightWriter of the Year Award Assistant: Kathlyn 
Smith 
Tuesday Facebook Tips: Deniece Adsit 
Webmaster: Jim Laughter  

 

 

YOUR TNWC 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Click on these links to 
connect with TNWC 

on Facebook: 

 

 

Please note:  Only Tulsa 
NightWriters Club members may join 
our TNWC Facebook group. 
Membership on our Facebook page is 
open to non-club members. 

Visit the TNWC website for club 

membership information. 

2017 TNWC MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

 

 

November 21 
2018 OWFI Conference and Writing Contest  

Preparation Panel 
Award-Winning Authors 

Nikki Hanna, Joshua Danker-Dake, and Bill Wetterman 

 
Election of 2018 Officer Board 

 
Tulsa NightWriter of the Year Election 

 
 

December 12 (2nd Tuesday) 
Christmas Party 

(at the home of Kathlyn Smith) 
 

Installation of 2018 Officer Board 
 

2017 TNWC Flash Writing Contest Winners’ Celebration 
 
 
 

January 16, 2018 (Lecture Room) 
 

Joshua  
Danker-Dake 

President 
joshua 

dankerdake 
@gmail.com 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Donna 
Welch Jones 

Vice President 
sky744sky@yahoo

.com 

Maggie Villines 
Hospitality 

Director 
maggie 

villines@cox.net  

Julie 
Kimmel-
Harbaugh 
Editor and 

Communications 
Director 

juliekh314@cox.net 

FOLLOW TNWC ON TWITTER 

You can follow TNWC on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite.  
Please tweet our meetings and other events, and we will do 

our best to retweet your writing-related tweets. 
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TNWC Facebook Group 
for Club Members Only 

 
TNWC Facebook Page (public) 

http://www.nightwriters.org
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NightScripts Submission Guidelines 

 

Deadline: 1st of the month (January-
 December) 
Specifications: Please do not format your text.  
 Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or      
  photographs 
Send To:  Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

 juliekh314@cox.net 
 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING ARTICLES   

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB  

W W W . N I G HTW RI T E RS . O RG  

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If  you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club, please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 

FROM YOUR EDITOR 
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Peggy  
Fielding      

Romance Author  
and Writing Instructor 

Tulsa NightWriters Club 

 
 

Charles W.    
Sasser  

Freelance Writer, 
Journalist,  

and Photographer 

Do you have an idea for strengthening  

Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail, to the officer of your choice. 

Jackie  
King 

Cozy Mystery  
and  Short Story Author 

 
 
 
 

Deborah 
Camp 

 

Romance Author 
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