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VISION 2016 

                by Jim Laughter 

www.nightwriters.org 

 If you missed our January meeting, you 
missed hearing the vision I have for the Tulsa 
NightWriters Club for 2016. We had 
tremendous success in 2015 with our focus 

on THE CRAFT OF WRITING, which we’ll extend through 
2016. We had a large number of books published by our members, 
and we had several members receive various awards. We held our 
own at the OWFI Writing Contest, and we’ll do better this year. 
When it came to booking speakers, we insisted they all focused on 
the craft of writing, not on just promoting their own work. This, 
too, will continue in 2016. Our accountability program was a great 
success. If you’re not familiar with it, we asked our members to 
team up with another member for 30 days, meet once a week, and 
exchange ideas, tips, hints, critiques, etc., to help each other grow 
in the craft of writing. We learned from each other. 

 Now we’re bursting into 2016. As your president, I 
brainstormed several ideas on how we can grow Tulsa 
NightWriters Club from just an elite writing group into a world-
class writing group. I want to see our members explode onto the 
world stage. I want to see you expand far beyond the confines of 
our local community and receive the recognition you deserve as 
writers. 

 In examining the lives of great writers, both current and 
throughout history, I discovered one common thread among them. 
They all possess the capacity and willingness to share their 
knowledge with other people. They had/have enough security 
within themselves to know it doesn’t lessen them by increasing 
someone else. 

 With this is mind, we’re launching our MENTORING 
PROGRAM. This is an ongoing experience, not just a 30-day 
commitment. I’m asking our experienced members to find at least 
one aspiring writer and to mentor that person in 2016. Although 
they can be another NightWriter, they don’t have to be. They can 
be anyone—a friend at work, someone at church, a family member, 
just anyone that has a sincere desire to become a writer. Share your 

Continued on next page 
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writing experience and expertise with that person. Focus on 
them. Help them reach their goals. Help them become the 
writer they want to be. I believe if you’ll do this, you’ll soon 
discover that you’re getting as much out of the experience as 
they are. 

 Another goal I mentioned at the January meeting was to 
reach a 100 membership by the end of 2016. We started the 
meeting with 72 members. After the meeting we had 79.  We 
added seven new members at the meeting. If we’ll follow 
through with the Mentoring Program, help other people 
become the writers they want to be, and invite them to join 
Tulsa NightWriters, we’ll see tremendous growth in 2016. 
There’s no reason we can’t double our membership this year. 

 There’s just one more little bit of information I want to 
pass on. I know many of you are concerned about the change 
on our Facebook page. Please rest assured we are working on 
it and will have a good solution before the page goes fully 
closed the end of February. We do not want to lose the 190 
non-members that follow the page, so we’ll have it worked 
out in plenty of time. 

 That’s about it for my 2016 vision. I hope everyone is as 
excited about our journey as I am. I’m looking forward to 
serving as your president another year. 

Visit Jim at www.jimlaughter.com  

Click on Jim’s picture to visit his 
Amazon author page. 

Continued from Page 1 

 This year excites me. The 
direction the Club is going motivates 

my desire to extend help to anyone who needs it. My 
accountability partner this month is Rae Neal. And I’m 
mentoring Maggie Villines this year, as well as my wife, Pam, 
who is returning the favor.  

 Here is the schedule of events and speakers for the first 
six months of the year. 

February: Adrean Messmer will be speaking on Contracts—
the Pro-and-Cons. 

March: Casey Cowan, Media Expert, and Dusty Richards, 
author of 150 Western novels, will be our speakers. They are 
co-owners of Oghma Creative Media. 

April: Bill Wetterman will be sharing his experience with 
marketing, pre- and post-publishing. What, Where, Why, 
When, and How—What works and what doesn’t. 

May: OWFI Writing Contest celebration. Those recognized 
at the Awards Dinner will be honored. 

June: Larry Yadon, historical researcher and author of One 
Murder Too Many, the story of Whitey Bulger, will be speaking 
on conducting research on ongoing events. 

 I haven’t scheduled the second half of the year yet. I’m 
open to your ideas. So, if you have a suggestion, let me know 

by e-mail at bwetterman@cox.net. 

 

 

 

The February Report 
 

by Bill Wetterman 

www.billwetterman.com 
 

theheartofanovelist.blogspot.com 
 

www.facebook.com 

Notable Quote 
Writing is like walking in a deserted street.  

Out of the dust in the street you make a mud pie. 

― John le Carre  (British  novelist, 1931-Present) 

http://www.jimlaughter.com
mailto:bwetterman@cox.net
http://www.billwetterman.com
http://theheartofanovelist.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com


OUR FEBRUARY MEETING 

PAGE 3 TULSA N IGHTWRITERS CLUB 

  
February 16 

 

 Adrean Messmer 
Author  

Editor-in-Chief, A Murder of  Storytellers 
Vice President, Nevermore Edits 

 

The Program:  
Negotiating Publishing/Agent Contracts 

 

 

Martin Regional Library Auditorium, 2601 South Garnett Road, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

ABOUT ADREAN MESSMER 

Adrean Messmer is a horror writer living in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, with a tiny human she put together from 
some spare parts and a techno wizard husband. She has 
a cat, named after a Batman villain, and a dog who's 
really a magician. 

When she was eight, she asked her mother to read 
Stephen King's It to her as a bedtime story, and her 
mother actually did it. So, that probably explains a lot. 

She is the editor-in-chief of A Murder of Storytellers 
and the vice president of Nevermore Edits. To find out 
more, you can check out her sites. 

 

www.AMurderOfStorytellers.com and www.Splatterhouse5.com 

Yesterday You Said Tomorrow 
Thirteen Volume Three 
Faed 

American Nightmare 
Happy Days, Sweetheart 
Broken Worlds 

22 More Quick Shivers 
It's a Grimm Life 
Dark and Dangers Things III (Coming Soon!) 

FIND MORE STORIES BY ADREAN MESSMER IN THESE ANTHOLOGIES: 

http://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Nightlight-Alex-Shvartsman-ebook/dp/B00QNHZJDM/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610076&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=adrean+messmer
http://www.amazon.com/Happy-Days-Sweetheart-Adrean-Messmer-ebook/dp/B00KNGXH88/ref=sr_1_cc_2?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610178&sr=1-2-catcorr&keywords=adrean+messmer
http://www.AMurderOfStorytellers.com
http://www.Splatterhouse5.com


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 My name is Lynda Birch, and I’m from Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. I met Julie at the Tulsa Christkindlmarkt 
in early December. While visiting with Julie, we discussed 
the book she was selling. My interest was piqued when 
Julie told me about the NightWriters group. I enjoy 
writing, as it is like therapy; I can air my feelings through 
my characters. It is exciting when my creative juices start 
to flow! I love it when just the right word comes to mind 
or when a description I’m writing successfully paints the 
picture I am visualizing in my mind's eye. 
 
 I am a novice. Presently, I am trying to write a novel 
based on historical religious figures in an unusual setting.  

This is my first attempt. I have also written a play and 
composed many poems, but, to date, I have not pursued 
getting them published. They need to be refined. I am 
hoping that, in joining Tulsa NightWriters, I'll gain 
confidence by becoming more educated in the writing field 
through my interaction with the group’s members. My 
only published works are a couple of letters to editors of a 
newspaper and a magazine. That is about it!  
 
 I wish you all a very happy, healthy, and peaceful New 

Year. I can be reached at lmfb1@cox.net. 
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Lynda Birch (Oklahoma City, OK) 

 Hi. I'm Jan Schonefeld, and I think I may be your sister. 
Do stories, scenes, and situations flicker through your mind 
like old movies? Me, too!  
 
 My teachers called them daydreams. "Your head is in the 
clouds," or "You live in a fantasy world," they criticized. I 
finally figured out that those stories and images were begging 
me to manifest them into being in high school. Then life 
happened. . . . Fast forward.  
 
 I became a voracious reader obsessed with everyone 
else's stories, between a husband, three kids, and 10 years of 
classes to finish a bachelors degree. Now, I could  write. 

Lesson plans called for poems, plays, and short stories about 
founding fathers, constitutional law, and historical events. I 
wrote examples and found pleasure again in flickering images. 
 
 Since retiring, I have written poetry, children's stories, 
and personal essays, between gypsy adventures. My current 
projects are poetry picture books, a baseball theme juvenile 
story, and a teen paranormal mystery. I am in the research, 
research, research stage. 
 
     I guess my head is still in the clouds. I'm glad to see you 
all up here with me—a family community in the clouds. Now 
there's an image. A story flickers. . . . 

Janet Schonefeld (Collinsville, OK) 

Lisa Holden (Tulsa, OK) 

How did you hear about Tulsa NightWriters Club?  I 
was a member years ago and am getting back into writing 
now that I have an empty nest. 

Genre:  Fiction—Romance, Action/Adventure 

Published Works:  Tuckerville Revival 

Current Writing Projects:  Currently working on a 
romance trilogy and an action/adventure. 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Genre:  Action/Adventure, Mystery, Nonfiction, 
Magazine Articles, Screenplays, Short Stories. 
 
Published Works: 
 Numerous Short Stories, Articles, Columns, etc. 
 Being the Best Employee You Can Be! 
 Bad News on the Doorstep (writing as Ira Amos) 
 Mayan Moon (The Jordon Journals - Book 1) also 

available on Kindle & Nook 
 Twice in a Blue Moon (The Jordon Journals - Book 2) 

also available on Kindle & Nook 
 Moon Ridge (The Jordon Journals - Book 3) also 

available on Kindle & Nook 
 

(All of the above are available at 

www.jameskaypublishing.com) 
 
 

Current Projects: 
 Set the Moon on Fire (The Jordon Journals - Book 4) 
 The Day Nobody Died (writing as Ira Amos) 
 Editing/Publishing a biography for a former 

missionary 
 
Miscellaneous:   
 Has published six books for four other authors. 
 Had a screenplay produced by Grand Valley Pictures. 
 Edits a church newsletter. 
 Available for public speaking. 
 
Connect: 
Facebook—Derek Bullard’s Author Page 
Twitter—@JordonJournals 

Blog—jkpbooks.wordpress.com 

E-mail—booktour@jameskaypublishing.com 
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Derek Bullard (Tulsa, OK) 

Debra Grimm (Tulsa, OK) 

Genre:  I write children’s and young readers’ stories, short 
stories, as well as memoirs and poems. I also am an artist 
and illustrator. 

Published Works:  Not published yet. 

Current Projects:  Currently, I am writing a nonfiction 
account of certain events through my life until now. I am 
working to illustrate several picture books I want to have 
published. 

Connect:  Facebook page coming. . . . 

Dana Friday   
(Broken Arrow, OK) 

Dan Friedman  
(Tulsa, OK) 

David Crass 
(Tulsa, OK) 

Linda Ann Smith  
(Coweta, OK) 

http://www.jameskaypublishing.com
jkpbooks.wordpress.com
jkpbooks.wordpress.com


 

MEET A NIGHTWRITER 

FEBRUARY’S FEATURED NIGHTWRITER 
Donna Welch Jones 

Editor:   How long have you been a    
    NightWriter? 
Donna:   I joined NightWriters 
approximately ten years ago.  
 
Editor:   What do you write? 
Donna:   I write mysteries and women's 
suspense. 
 
Editor:   What are your current   
    projects? 
Donna:   I am currently working on the 
last book (# 6) in the Sheriff Lexie Wolfe 
series.  
 
Editor:   What have you published? 
Donna:   In addition to five Sheriff Lexie 
books, I published a women's suspense 
novel, Unbreak Their Hearts. Unbreak is 
focused on a female psychologist who 
helps women with emotional problems and 
those who need help getting out of abusive 
relationships.  
 

Editor:   How did you become a   
    published author? 
Donna:   Submitted the first Sheriff Lexie 
manuscript to a small publisher, and it was 
well received by his reader. 
 
Editor:   What awards have you won? 
Donna:   I took seventh place in the short 
story division of the Writer's Digest 
National Competition and one honorable 
mention. I have received one second-place 
certificate, two third-place certificates, and 
a few honorable mentions during OWFI 
writing competitions.  
 

Editor:   What do you love most about  
    writing? 
Donna:   I enjoy putting the puzzle pieces 
together that form the story. I always look 
for something to happen that the reader 
does not expect.  
 

Editor:   What do you like to read? 
Donna:   Mysteries!! 
 

Editor:   What is your writing regimen? 
Donna:   I do not have a certain time or 
place I write. I have a schedule of what I 
want to get finished and by what date it 
will be accomplished. Some days, I write 
for hours; other days, I focus on publicity, 
cleaning house, editing, or taking care of 
relatives.  
 

Editor:   What advice would you give to 
    other writers? 
Donna:   1.) Set goals and give yourself 
deadlines. 2.) Ask two or three readers to 
look over your work—four or more can be 
very frustrating because everyone has a 
different opinion. An overabundance of 
conflicting input may leave an 
author very confused. (This has happened 
to me.) 3.) Hire a professional editor to 
edit your work before you submit it for 
publication. 4.) Rejection is a normal part 
of being a writer—it may be emotionally 
painful. Listen briefly to your critics to see 
if there's any truth in what they are saying.
(Then stick pins in a small doll with his/
her name on it—that was a joke!) 5.) If it's 
your dream to be a published author, go 
for it! Do not give up! 
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Visit Donna at www.donnawelchjones.com 

http://www.amazon.com/Unbreak-Their-Hearts-Donna-Welch-ebook/dp/B019ZUNBMY/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610732&sr=1-1&keywords=donna+welch+jones
http://www.amazon.com/Killing-Secret-Sheriff-Lexie-Wolfe-ebook/dp/B005XMC2BK/ref=sr_1_3?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610732&sr=1-3&keywords=donna+welch+jones
http://www.amazon.com/Murder-Beyond-Sheriff-Lexie-Wolfe-ebook/dp/B00Q8TK66A/ref=sr_1_6?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610732&sr=1-6&keywords=donna+welch+jones
http://www.amazon.com/Terrors-Sheriff-Lexie-Wolfe-Novel-ebook/dp/B00FBRWHA8/ref=sr_1_7?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610732&sr=1-7&keywords=donna+welch+jones
http://www.amazon.com/Deadly-Search-Sheriff-Lexie-Wolfe-ebook/dp/B00AXBM72K/ref=sr_1_4?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610732&sr=1-4&keywords=donna+welch+jones
http://www.amazon.com/Deranged-Justice-Sheriff-Lexie-Wolfe-ebook/dp/B016CU7PLI/ref=sr_1_5?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454610732&sr=1-5&keywords=donna+welch+jones
http://www.donnawelchjones.com


FEATURE ARTICLES 

 Writers clubs have sprung up all over 
the country, even in the smallest of 
communities. In Oklahoma, where I live, 
these groups grow like wild flowers, such 
as Indian Blanket or Indian Paintbrush. 
These resplendent native plants seem to 
force their way up through hard ground 

and bloom gloriously, 
in spite of any 
obstacle. 

 Writing is a lonely 
business, and those of 
us who choose this 
path feel compelled to 
gather together with 
others who are infected 
with the same bug. 
Charles Sasser, Tulsa 

NightWriters member and author of 
numerous books, including At Large: The 
Life and Crimes of Randolph Franklin Dial (St. 
Martin’s True Crime Library), speaks of “The lonely circle of 
light. . . .” 

 Filled with trepidation, I first visited Tulsa NightWriters 
in the late 1980s. I had just survived an unexpected (by me) 
divorce and had taken refuge in writing. What fun it would be 
to murder my ex-husband on paper, I thought.  

 I'm a lion on paper but walking into the door of that 
library took all of the courage I could scrape together. Like 
most writers, I was sensitive, shy, and petrified to be sitting 
with “real” writers. However, I soon realized that the 
business-like façade I had assumed to clothe my uncertainty 
was not needed with this group. 

 This smokescreen of a woman totally in control of her 
life had sprung to life from my imagination. That’s what we 
writers do: we make things up, create our own worlds and 
friends, and, in many ordinary circumstances, we never feel as 
though we quite fit in. It took me a while to grasp that I had, 
at last, found a place with other square pegs, and we all fit 
nicely into the square holes available at TNW. 

 

     Tulsa NightWriters is the oldest writers club in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and was started in the 1950s for people who 
worked. The history of this club is nebulous. The group 
keeps no minutes and usually ignores Robert’s Rules of Order. Its 
total focus is to support individuals who write or who want to 
write. 

 As far as I know, there’s no written account of the club. 
If there is such a record, the pages must lie in some dusty 
trunk with unpublished manuscripts.  

 For over 30 years, I have perennially blossomed in this 
organization that focuses on writers and the prose and poetry 
they create. 

 As I said, we have no formal history as a club. Minutes 
are never taken at meetings. Few people volunteer for offices. 
Most officers are drafted and serve from loyalty and gratitude 
for the support they themselves have received from the 
group. Our meetings are about wordsmithing and the 
acceptance of all 
oddballs who pursue 
this occupation. 

 Most all of our 
members work at day 
jobs and spend 
evenings honing the 
craft they love. At 
each meeting, 
members are called on 
to tell what they 
accomplished during 
the month. 

 If I should say, “I 
got six rejections, but 
one of my stories 
came back with a 
different colored 
paperclip," this bunch 
will applaud wildly. 
“Way to go, Jackie. At least the editor looked at your piece.” 
Or “Next time you’ll get a contract,” they might say, knowing 
that the new clip means the editor actually read some of my 
story. 

 The current membership is around 80, and anyone who 
writes or is thinking about writing is welcome. We have some 
members who have sold hundreds of books and others who 
are just beginning. Ages range from 14 to 94. The only 
prerequisite is to want to write. 

 
Continued on next page 

Members discuss their projects. 

2014 Christmas Party  

Indian  Paintbrush 

 
A SALUTE TO WRITERS CLUBS 

Tulsa NightWriters— 
My Soft Place to Fall 

by Jackie King 

Charles W. Sasser 
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http://www.amazon.com/At-Large-Randolph-Franklin-Martins/dp/0312960417/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1454611044&sr=8-1&keywords=at+large+charles+w+sasser


 Organizing writers is like 
herding cats, and TNW 
doesn't even try. Each 
member walks to his/her own 
drummer. That’s the reason 
it’s the best writers club ever. 

 Members have compiled 
two short story anthologies: 
Shades of Tulsa, in 2007, and A 
River of Stories, in 2015. Parts 
of this post have been 
included as a history of the 
club.  
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Visit Jackie King at www.jacqking.com 

 

OUR MEMBERS HAVE BRAGS 

Carla Stewart 

2016 TCCL Fundraiser 

Carla was honored to be part of the 
TCCL Fundraiser in January with 
40 other authors at the Hardesty 
Library. Such fun to learn about 
new writers and meet readers.  

Pulpwood Queens Girlfriend 
Weekend 

On Jan 14 -17, Carla attended the 
annual Pulpwood Queens 
Girlfriend Weekend in 
Nacogdoches, TX. “Once Upon a 
Time”—this year’s theme—kicked 
off with 50 authors serving dinner 
to the 300 book club attendees. 
Two days of panels and a “Ball” on 
the last night made this one of the 
best times ever. If you look close, 
you might find me as Puss in Boots 
at the ball. 

 

Books from FaithWords 
(HachetteBookGroup)  

A Flying Affair, 2015  

The Hatmaker's Heart, Oklahoma 
Book Award Finalist, Selah Award 
Finalist 

Sweet Dreams, Oklahoma Book 
Award Finalist 

Stardust, Oklahoma Book Award 
Finalist, INSPY Short List 

Broken Wings, Finalist Oklahoma 
Book Award, 2012 Inspirational 
Reader's Choice Award (RWA) 

Chasing Lilacs, Finalist, Oklahoma 

Book Award, 2011 Best Fiction 
Book, OWFI 

. . . and more. 

 

 

 

carlastewart.com 

http://www.jacqking.com
http://www.carlastewart.com/
http://carlastewart.com


OUR MEMBERS HAVE BRAGS 

Bill Wetterman’s two novels, 
Yellowstone—A Fall from Grace 
and Redeeming Paula—A Love 
Story, have been published on 
Amazon and are available for 
purchase.  

 

Yellowstone—A Fall From 
Grace 

Beneath 

Yellowstone 

National Park 

lies a super 

volcano that is 

40,000 years 

overdue to 

erupt. Roads 

are melting, 

buffalo are 

leaving the 

park, and 

earthquake events have increased. 

What would life be like in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, the United States, and the 

world if that monster blows. 

http://amzn.to/1N8pWEi 

Redeeming Paula—A Love 
Story 

Desperate to 

escape her 

family’s curse, 

Paula Casey 

pleads with 

Mark Schroder 

to run away and 

get married. 

Too young to 

know how to 

make that 

happen, Mark delays a day. When he 

figures out a plan, he tries to contact 

Paula. She and her father vanish. 

Mark searches for her as the years 

pass. If he finds her, will he be able to 

undo the evil she has done?  

http://amzn.to/1RPixfw 

2016 TCCL 
Fundraiser 

Julie was happy to be part of 
the 2016 TCCL Fundraiser at 
Hardesty Regional Library, 
with 40 authors, on January 9. 
She was especially honored to 
have been asked by Renee' La 
Viness of JesPiddlin 
Enterprises to represent the 
forthcoming book, The 
Adventures of Dayton 
Barnes, for ages 8-12. This 
series, about a boy and his 
adventures in the Southern 
Plains, will contain stories by 

10 authors from around the world. Contributing authors include five Tulsa 
NightWriters. 

https://www.facebook.com/AuthorJAKimmel/ 
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Bill Wetterman 
www.billwetterman.com 

theheartofanovelist.blogspot.com 
www.facebook.com 

Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 
     

COMING MARCH 1, 2016! 

Editor:  Renee’ La Viness 

Illustrator:  Lynn M. Mohney 

Authors:  Renee' La Viness, Gene La 
Viness, Michelle R. Walker, Jackie 
Pitchford, Stephen Blake, Dae O'Keagan, 
Julie Raines, M. Carolyn Steele, J. A. 
Kimmel 

Reserve your copy by February 29 and 
SAVE!  

BUY NOW 

Reviews are important to any 

author. Experts say twenty 5-star 

reviews are needed to kick a novel 

to the next level. I encourage all 

NightWriters to purchase and 

review fellow writers’ novels.  

Julie with Carla Stewart 

http://amzn.to/1N8pWEi
http://www.amazon.com/Redeeming-Paula--Love-Story-Wetterman-ebook/dp/B01AR7CQ2A/ref=sr_1_sc_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454611705&sr=8-1-spell&keywords=redeeming+paula+bill+wetterma
https://www.facebook.com/AuthorJAKimmel/
http://www.amazon.com/Yellowstone-Fall-Grace-Bill-Wetterman-ebook/dp/B015RQGTOW/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454611762&sr=8-1&keywords=yellowstone+bill+wetterman
http://www.amazon.com/Redeeming-Paula--Love-Story-Wetterman-ebook/dp/B01AR7CQ2A/ref=sr_1_sc_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454611705&sr=8-1-spell&keywords=redeeming+paula+bill+wetterma
http://www.billwetterman.com
http://theheartofanovelist.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.jespiddlin.com/DaytonBarnes/
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PATHWAYS to Writing 
 

WHEN?  May 12-14, 2016 

WHERE? Embassy Suites 
 1815 South Meridian, 
 Oklahoma City, OK 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Steven James, national bestselling novelist 

INFORMATION:    For information about registration, scholarships, faculty, 
volunteer opportunities, and more, click on this link.  

 CONFERENCE  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AUTHORS NEEDED FOR 
AUTHOR PANEL! 

 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 
 

2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

8205 E. 22nd Street/Tulsa, OK/Broadmoor 
Retirement Living Community 

__________________ 
 
 

To sign up, please contact Tom Teegarden 

at (918) 794-2222 or osagetj@gmail.com. 

A Sharing Resource for 
Oklahoma Authors 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/

OklahomaTouringAuthors 

OKLAHOMA 
TOURING AUTHORS 

Click here to view the December 2015 OWFI Report 

http://www.owfi.org/#!conference/c1se8
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OklahomaTouringAuthors
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OklahomaTouringAuthors
https://tulsanightwriters.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/owfi-newsletter-0915.pdf


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Distinguished Service Award Presented to Bill Wetterman  
 

At our January 19, 2016, meeting, the Tulsa NightWriters 
Club Officer Board presented former treasurer, Bill 
Wetterman, with a Distinguished Service Award. 

TNW Has a New Name! 
 

In updating our tax-exempt status, we were required to 
change our name from Tulsa NightWriters (TNW) to 
Tulsa NightWriters Club (TNWC). 

 
TNW Facebook-Group Changes 

 
Since its inception, in 2008, our Facebook group has 
expanded greatly, and it’s time to accommodate this 
growth. The Board has changed the name of our 
Facebook page from Tulsa NightWriters  to Tulsa 
NightWriters Club, in keeping  with our new name. We 
have also made the group a “closed” group, for club 
members only. Plans are underway for a separate 
TNWC social media page. We expect to have the new 
page up and running by February 29. 

 
TNWC Mentoring Program  

 
If you are an experienced writer who is interested in 
serving as a mentor, but you have not found someone 
to work with, please give your name to Julie Kimmel-
Harbaugh so she can refer someone to you as the need 
arises. If you are a beginner, seeking a mentor, then 

log on to our website (www.tulsanightwriters.org) and 
check out our authors’ websites. Choose someone 
you’d like to work with, and then contact that person 
directly. If you’re unable to find someone, please 
contact Julie so she can help you find a match.  Julie’s e

-mail address is juliekh314@cox.net. 
 

TNWC Accountability-Partner Program  
 

Our president, Jim Laughter, has created a page about 
this program on our club’s website. Please check it out.  

www.tulsanightwriters.org 
 

Please Share Your Workshop/
Conference/Contest Recommendations  

 
If you know of a workshop, conference or contest 

germ, please share with us by visiting the TNW website. 
Click on “Workshops, Conferences and Contests.” 

Then scroll to the bottom of the page to “Leave a 
Reply” and enter the information in the comment 
box. 
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Tulsa NightWriter of the Year 
Trophy  

Presented to  
Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

At our Christmas party on 
December 15, 2015, Julie 
K i m m e l - H a r b a u g h  w a s 
announced as the winner of the 
Tulsa NightWriter of the Year 
Award. A trophy was presented 
to her at our January 19, 2016, 
meeting. Congratulations, Julie! 

Congratulations 

Bill Wetterman, 
and thank you for your outstanding 

contributions as treasurer, guest speaker, 
anthology editor-in-chief and publisher, and 

club member! 

NightWriters News 

http://www.tulsanightwriters.org
http://Www.tulsanightwriters.org
http://www.tulsanightwriters.org


WORKSHOP, CONFERENCE, & CONTEST CORNER 

 

Notable Quote 
 

“No tears in the writer, no tears in the reader. No surprise in the writer, no surprise in the reader.” 

― Robert Frost  (poet, 1874-1963) 

NIK’S PIKS 

Writing Contest Prospects 

by Nikki Hanna 

     Visit Nikki’s website 
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 Now that you’ve completed contest entries for OWFI, consider 
entering those crazy, wonderful compositions in other contests. You will 
have to tweak entries to meet the requirements of each contest, but the 
hard work of writing is already done. 

 Prospects of winning improve when you match your style to the 

contest. I’ve found winningwriters.com to be a lucrative resource for 
identifying potential contests. It is there that I found a humor poetry 
contest, which was a major coup. (Very few contests have humor 
categories.) Contest entry fees can add up, and this site has a list of free 
contests. It also lists contests and writing services to avoid. Every writer 
should read this. (There are scams and poorly run contests out there.) 

 For books, I’ve found these three contests to be viable: 

 National Indie Excellence Book Awards 

 Independent Publishing Book Awards (IPPY) 

 USA Best Book Awards 

 These contests have numerous categories to enter, so you can fit your 
book into one that is a good match. This improves your prospects of 
winning or placing. Writer’s Digest also has contests of all sorts 
throughout the year. Sign up for newsletters from contest sources you like. 

 Wouldn’t it be great to see Tulsa NightWriters’ members reporting 
contest wins? We’ve got the talent; let’s capture some prizes to add to our 
list of accomplishments. 

 

http://www.nikkihanna.com
http://www.winningwriters.com
http://www.amazon.com/Hey-Kids-Watch-This-Beyond/dp/0982872623/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1454612696&sr=8-1&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Out-Iowa-Into-Oklahoma-take-ebook/dp/B007SNZV8I/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-4&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Capture-Life-Biography-Create-Memoir-ebook/dp/B007RQV3HO/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-3&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Leadership-Savvy-Nikki-Hanna-ebook/dp/B0081L52BW/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-5&keywords=nikki+hanna
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Heels-Smokin-Moxie-Back-ebook/dp/B00KV4FMCQ/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438697018&sr=1-1&keywords=nikki+hanna


YOUR TNWC 
OFFICERS 

Click on this image 
to connect with 

TNWC on 
Facebook. 

This website is for 
the networking and news 
about members only. 

Please note: 

Writers who wish to join our 
TNWC Facebook Group must 
be members of the Tulsa 
NightWriters Club.  Go the 

TNWC website for club 
membership information. 

2016 TNWC MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

 

February 16 
Adrean Messmer 

Negotiating Publishing/Agent Contracts 
 

March 15 
Dusty Richards and Casey Cowan 

Submitting to Western Magazines and Publishers 
 

April 19 
Bill Wetterman  

Marketing on Kindle 
 

May 17 
OWFI-Conference-Awards Celebration 

 

June 21 
Larry Yadon 

Conducting Research on Ongoing Events 
 

July 19 
Mark Darrah 

TBD 
 

August 16 
 

September 20 
 

October 18 
 

November 15 
OWFI Writing Contest Winners Panel 

 

December 13 (2nd Tuesday) 
TNWC Annual Christmas Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Laughter 
President 

jimlaughter@att.net 
 

Marion Grace 
Treasurer 

jnmgrace@att.net 

Bill Wetterman 
Vice President 
bwetterman@cox.net 

Pam Wetterman 
Hospitality 

pwetterman@cox.net 

Julie 
Kimmel-
Harbaugh 

Editor 
juliekh314@cox.net 

Follow TNW on Twitter 

You can follow TNW on Twitter: @TulsaNightWrite. Thanks to 
Jana Hays and Maggie Villines for their help making sure our 
Twitter page was set up properly. 
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http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=jim+laughter


Do you have an idea for strengthening Tulsa NightWriters Club? 

Send any ideas, speaker recommendations, etc., 

by e-mail to the officer of  your choice. 

 

NightScripts Submission Guidelines 

 

Deadline: 1st of  the month (January-December) 
Specifications: Times New Roman, 12pt 
  Single-space 
  Attach graphics and/or  photographs 
Send To:  Julie Kimmel-Harbaugh 

 juliekh314@cox.net 
 

PLEASE DO NOT FORMAT YOUR TEXT. THANK YOU. 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  W E B  

W WW . TULSA NIGHTWRI TERS . O RG  

We’d love to welcome  you as a member! 
If you’d like to join Tulsa NightWriters Club please contact  

our treasurer, Marion Grace, at jnmgrace@att.net 
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From your Editor 

http://WWW.TULSANIGHTWRITERS.ORG
file:///C:/Users/Julie/Documents/backmail

